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Announcement of Quorum Call to Order/Welcome:  John Lawton, Secretary, indicated that a quorum was present so David Mason, Co-State Chairman, called the meeting to order at 8:34 PM EDT.
 
Present were: Steve Mocco, David Mason, Bill Crum, Jonathan Taylor, John Lawton, Joshua Grube, Zach Deaton, Kathryn “Kate Mocco” Herrmann, Graham Smith, Aaron Burnley, Alfonso Rojas, Humberto Miret and Erik Manning.
Absent were:  Mervin Ford, Steven Price, Jonathan Ramsey, Daisy Santos, Jamey Ketler, Mike Palazzo, Chris McNealy, Shawn Sheldon, Josh McIntosh, Conor Beebe, Michael LoGuidice, Art Mosley, Dwight Spence, Jeremiah LaFountain, Tom McMath, Jim Prendergast, Clint Thompson, Roy Wolgamuth, Hunter Hill, Ryan Blackwell, Eric Lamazares, Roy Scott and Michael DiGrigoli.
Guests present: none
 
Meeting Etiquette – Reminder – USA Wrestling Cards and SafeSport which is Annual are required to hold Board positions and to vote. New Cards are required for all for the 2024-25 Season, no later than September 30, 2024. John Lawton, Membership Director, said all FAWA Board Members have completed their Background Checks but seven still have not purchased their USAW Leader Cards. Two of those seven have also completed their SafeSport certification, so all they need to do is purchase their Card. Five others must complete SafeSport so they can purchase their USAW Leader Card.

Regular Monthly Business
A - Approval of Minutes of Board of Directors Meeting of September 18, 2024 – John Lawton said that he didn’t correctly write up the Board Action on the By Laws amendment, so he made a motion, 2nd by Bill Crum, to approve the revised Minutes of the FAWA Meeting held on September 18, 2024 that was included in the Meeting Packet. The motion was passed without objection

B - Membership Report as of October 21, 2024 – John Lawton 

Athletes – 	1,444 + 27%, new 42%
Leaders – 	195 +23%, new 17%
Clubs – 	66 +16% new 11%
Events – 	7 +0%
Income 	$21,143. 

C - Financial Report: FAWA Financial Status as of September 30, 2024 – JT Taylor reported the following figures for the 2024-25 season. 

Checking 	$78,075.11, 
Savings 	$8,120.77
Venmo		$0.00
Total Monies	$86,195.46; 
Net Income 	$5,384.48

In response to questions from another Board Member, Mr. Taylor stated that all expenses from the 2023-24 including all expenses from National Team trips have been paid.

Mr. Taylor also stated that two of financial reports that were distributed with the Meeting Agenda packet, Activity by Class for the Month of September and Activity by Class Year to Date, have the same exact figures because there has only been one month’s Activity. Future Activity by Class Reports Year to Date will include several month’s expenses, so that there will be a difference in the two reports going forward.

JT Taylor made a motion, 2nd by David Mason, to approve the Financial Report. The motion was approved without objection.

Continuing Business

1- Negotiations with Spartan on FAWA States/Spartan Nationals – Zach Deaton & Kate Mocco: 
Bill Crum made a motion, 2nd by Kate Mocco, to approve an agreement with Spartan involving the financial aspects of the 2025 FAWA States/Spartan Nationals event. The motion was passed without objection.

Zach Deaton made a motion, 2nd by Travis Laxton, to allow Zach Deaton and Kate Mocco to move forward in discussions with Spartan involving a multiyear agreement for the FAWA States/Spartan National Event. The motion was passed without an objection.

2- New Kids 14u and Under State Folkstyle Championships: Qualifiers and Tournament – Fox Baldwin & Steven Price: There was no discussion on this item as both Mr. Price and Mr. Baldwin were not present for the meeting.


New Business: 

1-Executive Board Member Reports
A – State Chairman, Steve Mocco & David Mason – Discussion of New Business Procedure: David Mason outlined the New Business Procedure for FAWA Board Meeting; When a Board Member has an idea, a Suggestion or proposal for any business item such as a tournament sanction for a new event, 
1 the Board Member should discuss with the Area Director.
2 If the item involves an event, the proposal should be discussed with the Events Committee; If there is a need for financial resources, the item should be discussed with the Budget and Finance Committee. These meetings are generally held on either a Monday or Tuesday;
3 If those committees approve the request, the item will be sent to the Executive Committee that meets a week prior to the Board Meeting
4 The Executive Committee based on majority approval, feel that there is sufficient information on the item, it will be added to the Agenda for the next Board of Directors Meeting
5 The Board of Directors will vote on the item at the Regular Monthly meeting.
Zach Deaton made a motion, 2nd by David Mason, to approve this outline of the New Business Procedure. The motion was passed without objection.

Steve Mocco said he was excited about the agreement with Spartan.

B – Vice Chairman, Mervin Ford: Absent, no report

C – President, Bill Crum reported on several items that were discussed at the USA Wrestling Association Meetings:
1 He introduced David Mason to the group as the new Co-State Chair.
2 USA Wrestling plans to introduce its new tournament software on January 1. It will be tested at several events but NOT used for the upcoming Preseason Folkstyle Nationals.
D – Treasurer, Jonathan Taylor: Debit and Credit Card Policy; Travel Policy; Fee Schedule – Spectator Fee, Wrestler Entry Fee, Officials Pay and Mileage Fee Schedule: Mr. Taylor said these three items will be scheduled for discussion at next month’s meeting.
E – Secretary, John Lawton – Request from USA Wrestling for By Laws, Financial Reports and List of Board Members and dates of their election. John Lawton stated that USA Wrestling expects to receive the requested items by the end of October.

Mr. Lawton also announced that 121 wrestlers from Florida have registered to compete In the USA Wrestling Preseason Folkstyle Nationals in Iowa this weekend.

F – Events Director, Steven Price; Neither Steven Price nor Ron Schulz were present for the meeting
i Events Committee – 
A Sunshine Open – Ron Schulz
B Folkstyle States 16u & Juniors, Date & Location; 
C Father Devine Dates & Location;
G – State Teams Director, JD Ramsey: absent no report
H – Women’s Director, Daisy Santos: absent no report
J – Officials Director, Josh Grube said that he is seeking to have enough refs to use 3-person crews in next year’s Special Events involving the international styles 

2-Area Director Reports New Clubs and Tourneys in Area
A Northeast - Chris McNealy; absent not sure if this event was held - Breast Cancer Tourney, Westside HS Oct 12; 
Wrestling Mom Approved: Rule the Mat Clinic with Alan Alvarez as Clinician, Bishop Snyder High, Jacksonville, October 26;
 
B Northwest – Zach Deaton; Sirens Demise WC, North Bay Haven Charter, Panama City;

C Central – Jamey Ketler; Absent; Under this item Bill Crum said that the Wiregrass Ranch Sports Complex off of i75 north of Tampa was an excellent facility capable of hosting a USA Wrestling National Championship event. Further, he said the Boys 14U National Duals will be up for bid for hosting for the 4 years starting 2026. The deadline for submitting a bid to USA Wrestling is December 20, 2024. A committee comprised of Bill Crum, JT Taylor, Josh Grube and Steve Price was formed to work to produce a bid to host this National Event.

D East – Michael Palazzo; Absent: Graham Smith reported that the Brevard FCA Club will host a clinic on November 2nd and 3rd at Merritt Island High featuring Jason Noff.

E South – Kate Mocco said about 65 wrestlers participated in the Beginners Takedown Tourney at America Top Team, Coconut Creek, on October 20; 
South Plant Slam, South Plantation High 11/8-9; 
Preseason Impact Duals, Margate Sports Complex 11/22-23; 
Chiefs Invitational IBT Cardinal Gibbons 11/23; 
50th Seahorse Open, Cypress Bay High, Weston, Rae Held Call Out Nov 27, Tournament Nov 29-30; 
Sunshine Wresting, Cardinal Gibbons, Fort Lauderdale Dec 28;

F Southeast - Shawn Sheldon; Bill Crum announced that Shawn Sheldon was hired as the Head Wrestling Coach at Boca West High School. Further, the SWAT WC will be able to train there.
G Southwest – Josh McIntosh was absent; Erik Manning said that his local area was able to avoid major damage from Hurricane Milton as it made landfall in Sarasota



3- Open Floor:  JT Taylor made a motion, 2nd by Kate Mocco, to purchase a plaque to honor Ron Schulz for his service to FAWA and USA Wrestling for hosting the SeaHorse Open for 50 years. The motion was passed without objection.

4- The Next Board Meeting date will be November 20, 2024

Meeting Adjournment; Graham Smith made a motion, 2nd by Travis Laxton to adjourn the meeting. The motion was passed without objection and the meeting was adjourned at 9:49 PM EDT

Minutes prepared by John Lawton, Secretary, FAWA teamflorida2021@gmail.com, (727) 479-3978


	
