

2026 T-BALL DIVISION LOCAL RULES   ---   TEMPE SOUTH LITTLE LEAGUE

DIVISION PHILOSOPHY
Managers of each team are responsible for educating their assistant Coaches and Parents regarding the underlying principles and objectives of Little League. The T-Ball division is an instructional league and our emphasis is on enjoying baseball and improvement rather than winning games. THERE IS NO SCORE KEPT IN T-Ball.   As the team Manager you have a responsibility to provide an environment suitable for learning. Do your best to let your Parents know of your personal objectives and they will also have a good time. The Families are our Customers and Fun is our Product!
GAME PREPARATION
1. All Little League activities are drug, tobacco and alcohol free
2. Profanity or verbal abuse of any player, parent or coach is not acceptable and will not be tolerated
3. Home team uses the 3rd base dugout and Visiting team uses the 1st base dugout
4. The Home team is responsible for getting the tee and bases from the POD and putting them back after the game
5. The POD shall be locked at the conclusion of the final game/practice of the day. (Usually addressed by the upper divisions).
6. The league equipment POD door will be kept closed during games and practices.  Closing the door keeps small children from wandering inside and equipment from wandering away.
7. The game is played to a maximum of three innings (all players should have 3 at bats per game).  The games should take an hour and 15 minutes, if more time is available, the Managers can mutually agree to continue.    In most cases, games/practices follow your game.  Be courteous and leave the field quickly at the conclusion of your game.
8. The Little League  “USA” bat rules do not apply to the T-Ball Division.

PLAYER PARTICIPATION
9. All players should play the infield and outfield every game.  PLAYERS MUST BE ROTATED BETWEEN THE INFIELD AND OUTFIELD AT LEAST EVERY INNING.
10. NO PLAYER WILL PLAY MORE THAN ONE INNING AT PITCHER, FIRST BASE, OR ANY COMBINATION OF THE TWO.  Example#1: Eli plays Pitcher in the first inning.  He may not play pitcher of first base for the remainder of the game.   Example #2: Zane plays First Base in the first inning.  He may not play Pitcher or First Base for the remainder of the game.  
11. NO PLAYER SHALL SIT ON THE BENCH.  All defensive Players should be placed on the field.  Extra players can stand in the outfield.
12. Less skilled fielders need to be evaluated for safety before they play First Base, Third Base or Pitcher.
13. Teams will bat their entire lineup each inning (every kid bats every inning).
14. Number of coaches and parents on the field:
a. While batting, there should be a coach managing the batter, coaches at first base & third base, and a coach/parent who manages the players on the sideline
b. On defense, there are two coaches in the outfield assisting the players to position themselves properly, and a coach in the infield to direct the players’ efforts.  Coaches shouldn’t interfere with play.  Let the kids chase the balls down.
15. BE CAREFUL OF FLYING BATS.   One of the big challenges for T-Ball is the “flying bat’ after a hit.  Be sure the players on the bench are a safe distance from the hitters.
16. There must be a coach on the sidelines at all times during the game to ensure player safety.

HITTING 
17. There is no on-deck hitter, only the player batting can handle a bat.
18. No unsupervised swinging of bats before, during, or after game.
19. No batting practice (tee, hit stick, soft toss, wiffle, …) during the game.   No ‘batting donuts’ are allowed
20. There are no walks in T-Ball, the objective is getting the players to hit the ball
21. COACH PITCH  --  The manager may use his/her discretion and pitch to a player if he/she is skilled enough to bat a thrown ball.  However, after 3 pitches the batter MUST strike the ball off a tee.  Please remember, “game time” is not “practice time”.  Do not continue pitching to a player if they have been unsuccessful after 3 pitches.
22. On batted balls to the infield, runners advance one base.  On batted balls to the outfield, runners may advance bases until the ball reaches the infield and the ball is controlled in a player’s glove. ANY PLAYER’S GLOVE.
23. If the defense executes three (3) outs in an inning, THERE IS NO NEED TO “CLEAR” the bases.  Let the “safe” runners stay on the bases until they score or after the conclusion of the last batter in the order.  THIS MEANS THAT PLAYERS THAT ARE “PUT OUT” LEAVE THE BASES, BUT THE OTHER RUNNERS MAY REMAIN ON THE BASES.
24. The last batter is announced to the defensive team and that batter runs until a baseball play is made or the ball is controlled in the infield.   Do not have the last batter run all of the bases.  However, if both managers agree before the game to allow the last batter to continue running to home, it will be allowed. 
25. No Throwing Bats – stop game and instruct player in proper way to drop the bat after making contact
FIELDING
26. The Defense plays ALL players on the field.  Place extra players in the outfield. 
27. DO NOT HAVE A CATCHER.   Let the pitcher cover home on plays to the plate.  
28. Jewelry is not allowed except for medical alert ID. 

END OF GAME
29. After the last inning, teams should meet at home plate for handshakes
30. After handshakes it is always a good idea to meet with the players and praise their performance.
31. SMILE – you have one of the best jobs going as a Tempe South Little League Coach!!
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