
 

 

 

 

John Dugan 
Takes a Trip 

Down Memory 

Lane 
Remembering the Early Days with 

Waverly Little League 

 

 
 

   

J. Dugan’s Favorite Quote…..  

“For when the one Great Scorer comes to 
write against your name, He marks – not 
that you won or lost -but how you played 
the game”. Grantland Rice, 1880 – 1954 

 

From the smell of roasting hotdogs to 

the crack of the bat, Waverly native 

John Dugan’s love of the game began 

in 1954. Waverly Little League was 

established in 1948, and first 

chartered with Little League 

International in 1951. Dugan set the 

stage for thousands of local youth, 

which have been running the league’s 

baselines for over 65 years.  

 

John Dugan, affectionately referred to 

as “Dugie” by most locals, recalls the 

rush of Little League’s opening day 

parade, which started on Broad St. and 

ended at the fields. As a member of 

the St. James Marching Band, he 

would scurry home to change out of 

band attire and into his baseball 

uniform.  

 

Dugan remembers the pick-up games 

that were commonplace in the day, 

noting; “As boys, we knew how to play 

the game because that’s all we did 

during the summer.” His favorite 

memories of the sport include being 

able to play day in and day out, 

making new friends, and the pure 

thrill of the game.  

 

Coached by his father John “Jack” 

Dugan, Ed Hobson and Ed Fitzgerald;  

Dugan remembers the power of 

turning double plays with teammate 

Mike McGee. While Dugan and 

McGee were both lefthanders, coach 

Fitzgerald let them play shortstop on 

more than one occasion, a position 

often denied to lefties. Dugan recalls 

that Eddie Hobson and Ed Fitzgerald 

had a great impact on kid’s lives at that 

time and beyond. 

 

Dugan responded to the recently 

released Waverly LL Historic Gallery 

on Shutterfly, noting: “Older folks, 

and younger folks too, when viewing 

these pictures will acknowledge that 

period of time in Waverly, as well as 

Sayre and Athens, was a wonderful 

time to be living.  WWII had been over 

for a while and people of all ages were 

enjoying a great sense of community.  

LL helped cement that feeling of 

community.  We need to preserve 

that.” 

 

John Dugan grew up in Waverly, and 

retired from Ingersoll Rand as a 

Human Resources Professional. He is 

a widower with 2 children, Jesse 

Dugan and Emily Dugan Rizzo. 

Dugan attended CCC, St. Bonaventure 

and Elmira College, and served in the 

U.S. Army from 1968-1970. 

 
 

Little League Yankees, 1956 

 

 
Want More Waverly LL History? 

 

320 Historic Waverly LL Pic. 

1950’s 

https://waverlylittleleague.shutterfly.c

om/pictures/12 

 

Waverly Little League Website 

www.facebook.com/waverlylittlelea

gue/  

Once Upon a Time, Baseball 
Came to the Valley…. 
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