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Canton Little League COVID Safety Program 
 

March 31, 2021  
  
This document is to provide details on preventative measures Canton Little League (CLL) will take to help reduce the 
spread of COVID 19 throughout our league and our community during our spring season. The season is tentatively 
planned to start on April 1st and will run through Mid-June. 
  
The following measures are based on recommendations from Little League International. Changes to these measures 
and/or additional measures may be required due to state and local requirements.  
  
Coaches will review these measures with players, and also ask families to review with each player.  Families are 
responsible for maintaining social distancing in accordance with state and local requirements. 
  
General Preventative Measures: 
 Signage – Clearly marked signage will be posted reminding spectators, players and coaches of social distancing and 

warnings 
 Encourage participants to follow best social distancing practices – stay six (6) feet away from individuals outside 

their household, wear cloth face coverings, and avoiding hand contact with players, managers and/or coaches. 
 All players, coaches, and umpires must sanitize hands frequently during practices and games. 
 The league will clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces in between all facility uses, including practices and 

games. 
 Self-Check – players and families will be asked to self-check/symptom check prior to arrival at all fields. Anyone 

with symptoms will be asked to remain home.  Current guidance eon exposure can be found on CDC website at:  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/public-health-recommendations.html  

 Any known exposure to a person with COVID-19 should not attend any Little League activity until cleared by a 
medical professional 

 PPE- We recognize that baseball is an outdoor sport and provides us with the ability to maintain social 
distancing.  Players will not be required to wear PPE.  Coaches and spectators will not be required to wear masks, 
assuming that they can maintain proper social distancing.  If socially distancing becomes impossible, masks must 
be worn.  

 All coaches and league officials must have a mask with them so that they can put it on if social distancing becomes 
impossible.  

 CLL will provide each team with hand sanitizer and sanitizer spray.   

o Coaches should utilize hand sanitizer with players before each practice and in between each inning. 
o Each team will designate a coach who will be responsible for sanitizing:  1) balls; 2) dugouts; 3) bleachers; 

and 4) additional touch points.   
o Touch points are locations that people often touch, including, but not limited to:  1) the dugout fence; and 2) 

the gate onto the field.  
Spectators: 
 Spectators will be limited to “limited family members.”  Only “immediate” family members – defined as 

parents/guardians and siblings – will be permitted to attend.  
 Spectators will not be allowed in the bleachers with masks and maintaining 6 feet apart. 
 Spectators should bring their own chairs and only attend if they are not showing signs of any illness 



Baseball and Softball 
 
 
 

11 North Mountain Road • Canton, CT 06019                                                                                                      
www.CantonLL.com 

 

Canton Little League 

 If there are practices or games that overlap with each other, encourage families and spectators to stay in their 
vehicles or at recommended social distances until the start of their gameplay to prevent overcrowding of 
spectator spaces and walkways. 

 Players and families should vacate the field/facility as soon as reasonably possible after the conclusion of their 
game to minimize unnecessary contact with players, coaches, and spectators from the next game, ideally within 
20 minutes. 

  
Food and Drink: 
 Athletes, Managers/Coaches and umpires should bring their own personal drinks to all activities, there should be 

no shared team beverages 
 Teams should not share any snacks or food. No food will be allowed in the dugout or team areas. 
 Spitting, Sunflower Seeds, Gum will not be allowed in the dugout or on the playing field 
 Snack Shack or concessions will be open on a limited basis with pre-packaged items 

  
Equipment: 
 Parents are encouraged to clean and disinfect player equipment (e.g., bags, helmets, bats, gloves, etc.) to the 

extent practical. 
 No personal player bat bags/equipment bags are allowed in the dugout. Player equipment should be spaced at 

least six (6) feet apart outside the fence area along left and right field. 
 Players are strongly encouraged to have their own individual batter’s helmet, glove, bat and catcher’s equipment. 
 CLL will provide individual batter’s helmets if necessary. Players will be responsible for bringing the helmet to 

practices and games throughout the season. 
 CLL will provide each team 2 sets of catcher’s gear and team bats. This equipment must be cleaned and disinfected 

prior to use by other players. 
 Managers, coaches and players should minimize the handling of player equipment to the extent practical. 

  
Practice: 
 Practices should be limited to managers, coaches, and players. 
 Practices will be staggered so teams will be off the fields in time for the next practice. 
 Players will be asked to leave the field quickly after practice.  
 No more than one player and one coach should be inside the batting cage at any one time. 

 Players will be assigned a specific spot along the inside of the baseline fences, spaced 6 feet apart where they will 
put their equipment (bags, glove, bats, helmets, etc).  When not being used – all equipment will be kept at the 
individually assigned location. 

  
Games: 
 No mound visits during which a coach would come in close contact with a player.  Any discussion between coach 

and player must be done 6 feet apart with a mask. 

 Players/Coaches will be encouraged to arrive no more than 30 minutes before game and to leave as quickly as 
possible when the game ends. 

 Games will be played as normal with no changes to game rules.  However, there may be only 1 umpire, who will 
be located behind the pitcher’s mound.   Number of umpires will be the decision of the UIC. 
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Dugouts: 
 Canton Little League is planning to mark the outside of the fence, 6 feet apart, to be used as assigned spacing for 

players. Only the on deck batter and a coach will be allowed in the dugout. 
 Players should stay in their assigned spots when not on the field of play to the extent practical. 
 There must be a coach or parent volunteer overseeing the players when their team is at bat. 
 Players, managers, and coaches should wear a cloth face covering while in the dugout or when in close contact 

areas where recommended social distancing is challenging or not feasible.  
 Players may, but are not required, to wear face coverings while on the field of play. 

  
Baseballs: 
 Baseballs should be rotated through on a regular basis, to limit individual contact. 
 Catchers should retrieve passed balls and foul balls close to home plate that remain in the field of play when 

possible. 
 Players, coaches, and umpires will retrieve foul balls outside the field of play during practice or games.  
 Request that spectators NOT retrieve any foul balls. 
 Balls used in infield/outfield warm-up should be isolated in a shared ball container. 

  
Field Preparation and Maintenance: 
 Fields should be mowed, raked, and lined before teams and spectators arrive or after they leave to the extent 

practical. 
 Shared field equipment should be sprayed or wiped with cleaner or disinfectant before and after each use. 

  
Pre-Game Activity and Score Keeping: 
 Pre-game plate meetings between coaches and umpires will be limited to Managers and Umpire(s) only from 6 

feet apart with a brief overview of game conditions. 
 Scorekeeping should be done by a single coach on each team. 
 A single person may sit in the press box behind home plate to operate the scoreboard or on the AAA field. 
 There will be no National Anthem played before game in the summer season, to socially distance. 

  
Umpire Placement: 
 An umpire will be positioned behind the pitcher’s mound to call balls and strikes.  
 Umpires should keep a safe distance from players to the extent possible. 
 Umpires are encouraged to wear face coverings and latex gloves while umpiring if physically able. 

  
Celebrations: 
 Players and coaches should take measures to prevent all but the essential contact necessary to play the game. This 

should include refraining from handshakes, high fives, fist/elbow bumps, chest bumps, group celebrations, etc. 
 At the conclusion of each game, players will line-up down their respective baselines, spaced at least 6 ft. apart. 

Each team will tip their caps to the opposing team as a sign of good sportsmanship after a game. 
 


