
BLACKHAWK AREA SOCCER ASSOCIATION 

Return to play Protocol Revised as of September 15, 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

This document outlines the process that is expected to be followed by admins, coaches, spectators, and 

players to allow a safe and successful return to play during the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

OVERVIEW 

B.A.S.A. expects all members and attendees at its events to follow the generally accepted CDC and 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Guidelines, as well as those provided by PA West Soccer and the 

B.A.S.A. Board.  The CDC guidance is outlined on signs at the fields.  Generally, this includes: 

Do not attend practice or game if not feeling well and/or have a temperature over 100 degrees F.  

Unless you are a player or referee on the field, you are required to wear a face covering from arrival 
until you leave.  

Wash hands with soap and water or use hand sanitizer before arriving.  

Do not touch your face.  

Do not share water bottles or food.  

Toilet facilities at all B.A.S.A. venues are maintained by the owner of the venue.  Use at your own risk.  
B.A.S.A. has no responsibility for the cleanliness of these facilities.  

Concession table will be limited to prepackaged beverages. 

Tents or cabanas may be used to cover players and coaches.  Have enough to hold all players and 

coaches while maintaining social distancing.  May not be used to cover spectators. 

Wait in vehicle until previous groups on field have left.  After game/practice, leave immediately.  

No coin toss- away team is deemed to have won the coin toss. 

 

Players 

Do not attend practice or game if not feeling well and/or with a temperature over 100.  

Wear face covering when not in the game.   

Bring own equipment to practice, no sharing of equipment (balls, goalie gloves, etc) 

Each player will be issued a pinnie at the first practice.  All players should wear a gray shirt to practice, 

and bring pinnie so coach can divide into teams.  Wash pinnie between practices.  

Bring own drinks and snacks.  No sharing of food or drinks.  No pouring water on each others' heads.  

No high fives, handshakes, other personal contact unrelated to game play.  Post game handshakes to be 

replaced by applause on the field 



Use sanitizer when exiting field to the technical area (B.A.S.A. will provide to each coach who will bring 

to each game and practice). 

Benches will not be provided.  Please bring your own folding chair or blanket to sit on if you wish.   

Wait in vehicle until previous groups on field have left.  After game/practice, leave immediately.  

Soccer bags and equipment will be stored no closer than 6 feet apart.  

Maintain 6 foot distance when not on field. 

No spitting 

For away travel games, abide by all home team protocols. 

Shower immediately upon returning home. 

 

Parents/Attendees 

Do not attend practice or game if not feeling well and/or with a temperature over 100.  

Maximum of three attendees per player at each B.A.S.A. home game. 

All spectators must wear a face covering at all times. 

People 65 or older or immunocompromised are encouraged to avoid attending.  

All attendees must sit 6 feet or more apart.  Seating spaces will be marked by spots painted on the field.  

Spectators will sit on their team's side of the field and not interact with opposing team's spectators.  

For away travel games, abide by the home team's protocol.  Each club may have a different protocol 

from B.A.S.A., and is not optional.  If home team demands no attendees, for example, we have no 

standing to force them to allow it.   We expect our attendees will not argue with home team authorities.   

Such behavior will be cause for review by the B.A.S.A. Disciplinary Committee.  

Failure of spectators to abide by protocol may result in the club banning all spectators from all events.  

 

Coaches 

Do not attend practice or game if not feeling well and/or with a temperature over 100.  Head Coaches 
have Assistants run practice/game if you are not able to attend.  If no coaches available for a practice, 
cancel practice.  If no coaches available for a game, contact Tim Zundel, Director of Coaching on 412-
849-8064 to arrange for a substitute. 

Coaches must wear a mask at all times while coaching. 

Coaches must enforce 6' social distancing in the bench area. 

Sanitize game balls before each game and during game as necessary.  



Ensure goalkeeper wears a shirt/pinnie that is a different color than green or white, (or for travel, also 

other than the opposing team's jersey).  Do not share goalie shirts. 

Coaches will be provided a large container of hand sanitizer at the beginning of the season.  Ensure 

players sanitize each time they leave the field.  Contact the club if you need additional supply.  

For travel coaches, advise visiting coaches of B.A.S.A.'s protocols by providing him/her with this 

document before home games. For road games, obtain home team protocol from opposing coach and 

advise families of the home team's protocol.       

For away travel games, abide by the home team's protocol.  Each club may have a different protocol 

from B.A.S.A., and is not optional.  If home team demands no attendees, for example, we have no 

standing to force them to allow it.   We expect our coaches will not argue with home team authorities.  

Such behavior will be cause for review by the B.A.S.A. Disciplinary Committee.  

 

Field Marshals 

Do not attend practice or game if not feeling well and/or with a temperature over 100.  If you are the 
designated Field Marshal and are unable to attend contact Mark Hopkins, B.A.S.A. President  on 412-
287-3048 to arrange for a replacement. 

B.A.S.A. will have a Board Member or Designee (Other than Board Members who are coaching) on site 

at all times for both In House and Travel sessions as a Field Marshal.  

Field Marshal must wear a face covering at all times. 

If disinfecting the facility, wear gloves. 

Do not enter the field of play or technical area (unless directed by referee) 

It is the Field Marshal's job to enforce club rules including those outlined in this protocol on game day 

among non game participants.  Referees are only responsible for the game itself and not enforcement of 

COVID Protocol.   

 

COVID Postive Response 

Per the STIP all participants have signed, all parties attending a B.A.S.A. Game are required to advise the 

club if a positive test result is received.  Your identity will not be revealed, however we will let all parties 

on site at the time know that a person with a positive test was on site that day.   

If you or a household member have received a positive test result, you should not attend a B.A.S.A. 

event until two weeks after positive result.  If you have not been tested but have symptoms, you may 

return 10 days after symptoms go away. 

 

Additional Resources 

Reference: PA West Return to Play guidance, US Soccer Play On Guidelines. 


