
 
 

Coaches and parents, thank you for taking the time to read this. 

Arizona Soccer Club’s commitment to youth soccer in this area is unwavering and because of this we 
would like to show further support to the excellent Grass Roots Program. 

AZSC coaches will now be a regular fixture at games and some weekday training sessions to continue to 
provide support to coaches, parents and players. 

AZSC coaches will be observing weekend games and offering some players the opportunity to explore 
the next level of competition along the AZSC player pathway. 

GRP is a beautiful program which allows all players from any background to play the game that we all 
love.  

Because of the invaluable contributions that their coaches make week in and week out, some of these 
players may, at some point in their soccer careers, want to make the leap to the next level in the player 
pathway. 

AZSC offers a great selection of programs which offer a solution to all individual circumstances. 

Like all paths in life, there is a start and an end point, and our pathway is no different. 

 

Camps 

Arizona Soccer Club runs both Winter and Summer Camps which are open to all players in the State 
regardless of the level of soccer they play. The camps are fun and delivered by professional coaches with 
the emphasis on technical development, covering the topics of; 



 
 

 Dribbling & Running with the Ball 
 Passing 
 Receiving 
 Turning 
 Shooting 

The camps carry no obligation to provide a commitment to a program for players, but certainly help to 
spark the imagination and enjoyment of players. 

Grass Roots Program (GRP). 

Once a player has experienced the fun and enjoyment of our camps, they may subsequently wish to try 
soccer in a more competitive sense in one of the three GRP programs that we offer in Gilbert, Queen 
Creek and Chandler.  

This is, without a doubt, the best way for a young player to dip a toe in the water of the beautiful game 
and provide them with the opportunity to fall in love with the sport the way we, at AZSC, all have.  

It is low cost and low commitment and a perfect ‘entry level’ program. 

Premier 

For players that have enjoyed and excelled in the Grass Roots Program, and feel that they might want to 
make a jump to a more competitive level but are not sure that they are ready for the time and financial 
commitment that this entails, there is the perfect solution in this bridge program.  

The commitments, although more than that of GRP, are not onerous and allow both players and parents 
to sample the ‘next step up’ without making the sacrifices that the most competitive programs in the 
sport require. 

Coaches in this program are provided with support and mentorship from the Thunder (fully competitive 
program) coaches and they will demand more from their players than was asked of them whilst part of 
the GRP.  

Players will get the opportunity to begin competitive life in the Port of Subs League and will enter local 
tournaments. 

They will follow a year-long development plan and a developmentally appropriate curriculum. 

They will have the opportunity to train with Thunder teams and even play in intra club scrimmages 
against them. 

Although seen as a bridge program, if players are happy here and do not wish to move further along the 
pathway, then at no point are they forced to and can remain with their coaches and friends that they 
are comfortable with.  

However, as part of the Premier team, they are welcome and encouraged to try out for Thunder once 
they have spent some time developing with Premier team and have become accustomed to the more 
competitive nature of soccer.  



 
 

Academy & Thunder 

Academy is the name given to the program which delivers training, development and expert 
professional coaching to players aging from U6 to U10.  

This program runs with the sole purpose of developing players and providing them with the 
opportunities to become the best young players that they can be. 

Essentially, this program is geared to giving these young players the ‘technical tools’ that they need in 
order to be able to adequately handle the rigors of the Thunder program if they should choose to 
graduate into it when they are old enough.  

The academy is staffed by professional coaches who work tirelessly to turn these young players in to 
technically outstanding soccer athletes.  

The coaches follow a year-long curriculum which was developed in line with the current thinking from 
U.S. Soccer as well as input from various experienced coaches in the field.  

It is fair to say, that there is no stronger program for players of this age in the State.  

The Academy is run by one of Arizona soccer’s most well-known faces, Beny Sanchez, who is passionate 
about the development of youth soccer, holds his Youth License and is a well-respected head O.D.P. 
coach. What he doesn’t know about coaching youth soccer, isn’t worth knowing.  

Thunder is the highest ‘in-house’ program that AZSC offers. It caters to players that have graduated in 
from our Academy at age 10, all the way through to 18 years of age, as well as players who have made 
the jump from Rec or Premier.  

It is ultra-competitive and although the emphasis in youth soccer is always on development first and 
foremost, the teams are also trained, set up and expected to win. 

Again, each age group is staffed by the most experienced of coaches, ranging from Division 1 State 
Championship winners as both coaches and players, through to Scottish, Canadian and U.S. National 
Team representatives. 

As well as having the Youth Modules, 1 & 2, as an absolute minimum, coaches are also educated in 
house and receive the best coaching education that the State of Arizona has to offer. Most of our 
coaches are also progressing through both the NSCAA & U.S. Soccer coaching education pathways.  

Coaches again follow an expertly designed curriculum to ensure that there is a club identity and 
overriding philosophy rather than just a collection of disjointed coaches who just happen to be wearing 
the same jerseys as so often can be the case.  

Coaches in Thunder prepare and develop players to be successful and compete and ensure that they are 
ready and equipped to deal with the High School and College process. 

Bayern Munich Player Identification Program 

AZSC recently became one of the North American Affiliates of, German power house, Bayern Munich.  



 
 

Bayern Munich are one of the most successful soccer clubs of all time. 

One of the benefits of this partnership is that players from within the AZSC family are able to attend a 
try out and subsequent Identification Camp, which looks to find players that have the potential to go to 
a National Camp, where the stand out players from all of the North American affiliate clubs partake in a 
fabulous educational experience and compete for very limited and sort after places to go to Germany to 
try and make it as a professional player with the Bayern Munich Academy team. 

No other club in the State can offer anything like this. Not one, as AZSC are the only Bayern Munich 
Affiliate Club in the State of Arizona.  

Arizona Soccer Club Family 

Arizona Soccer Club has become part of the local landscape in its relatively short existence. 

We care about our players and their families and want to serve the local community by offering quality 
soccer development for young players.  

We aim to develop players so that they can technically and tactically compete in whatever arena they 
chose to after they leave us. 

We produce respectful and accountable young boys and girls who can go out in to the world and handle 
whatever it throws at them. 

We help instill respect and discipline as well as a rigorous work ethic.  

We don’t ‘just’ teach soccer.  

Next Steps 

AZSC coaches will attend as many games and practice sessions as they can. We will be free and available 
to talk and will look to engage with as many coaches, parents and players as possible. 

We are looking to promote the strongest talent to the Premier & Thunder Teams from players that are 
interested and help them make the next step of their soccer career development.  

We are free and willing to answer any questions and will be hosting an AZSC introduction night at our 
club as well as inviting some players to train with us later in the year.  

This brief overview of what we offer is designed to serve as an introduction or invitation to all rec 
players, parents and coaches to develop a more thorough understanding of the full package and player 
pathway that Arizona Soccer Club has to offer. 

Thank you for your time in reading this and please don’t hesitate to reach out to our office; 

Phone: 480-332-4716 between the hours of 10-2pm. www.arizonasoccerclub.com/ 

Boys Director of Coaching Paige Carmichael paige.carmichael@arizonasoccerclub.com 

Girls Director of Coaching Lindsey Johnson lindsey.johnson@arizonasoccerclub.com 


