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Niagara Police Athletic League 2024 Annual Report


2024 was a mostly a good year for Niagara PAL, programs stabilized, 
and an increased number of program volunteers. In addition, we added members to our Board of Directors resulting in an even stronger commitment to the mission of PAL. Overall, we’re moving in the right direction.


In the mid-seventies Niagara PAL and Niagara Falls City Recreation conducted a co-ed flag football program.  Now, 50 years later in it is the fastest growing program, not only for PAL, but nationally.  Flag football had the second most participants, exceeded only by soccer. It is totally supported by the Buffalo Bills and the National Football League!
Chess Camp was in its second year and the progress by the novice payers was amazing.  Their basic knowledge of chess and their playing ability was outstanding.  And the Niagara Falls High School Chess team was the team to beat on the high school circuit. 
The recognition events, Sports Awards, Art Awards and Students of Excellence -- all continued to honor the best-of-the-best high school students and athletes in a variety of categories, addressing every aspect of their endeavors.
Soccer continues to be the largest, with various levels of play throughout the year. Winter indoor, summer, morning/evening summer, fall and travel.  A program for every level of player.

The highlight of the year may have been Bob Simpson’s second book signing, “And then it Happened,” where the proceeds went to Niagara PAL. (Bob was on the the 1967 Niagara Knights tyro football team, the genesis of PAL, and is now the PAL Chess Master.)
It suffices to say that Niagara PAL had another successful year of providing quality, diverse, affordable programs for youth. And will do so again in 2025!
“PAL experienced a major loss in 2024 with the passing of two icons, Frank Orfano Sr. and Robert “Bobby D” Di Francesco.  Frank and Bobby filled the role of 2nd Vice President on the PAL Board of Directors for a combined thirty four years. Their influence on PAL and the youth of the community cannot be measured. They will be missed and always remembered.”
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               “Kids Are Our Business”

2024 Niagara Police Athletic League Program Summary
 Basketball: 


Elementary School League: Another successful season in conjunction with the Niagara Falls School District for this co-ed program of mostly 5th and 6th graders.

Girls Summer League: High school teams from across Western New York for a little summer competition.
Breakfast with Santa: Again at the Rainforest Café with a full house visiting with Santa and enjoying breakfast.
Brian Swayze Students of Excellence: Second year in the Performing Arts Center at NFHS.
Chess:  

Summer Camp: provided an opportunity for the novice, and not so novice, players to sharpen their skills every Wednesday over the summer.


Niagara Falls High School Team: continued to provide logistical support.
Concession Trailer   

PAL Summer Soccer Program: Drinks and candy for those that needed a little pick up after playing.
Kidz & Kites: Provided the staples for the kite flyers and sold a few hot dogs.
Wildlife Festival: Due to a change in format PAL was not able to participate this year.
Do The Right Thing 
Do The Right Thing Ceremony: Still not able to do a live event, but managed to honor the students that needed to be.
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Awards:  The Level Art Gallery at Lewiston Porter recognizing the best young artists and musicians.
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 Program continues to expand with more interest and additional involvement from the Buffalo Bills. Players and coaches got to go to Highmark Stadium on multiple occasions.
Great Niagara Steakout:  Another great day for golf and comradery. [image: image12.jpg]



Join us at the 20th Annual PAL Great Niagara Steakout – Monday July 7th Niagara Frontier C.C.
Joe Jacob Elementary School Run:  Back at the Niagara Falls High School complex, a fun event.

Kids Running Club:  A relaxed informal introduction to running.
Kidz & Kites: Great day to fly a kite and have a hot dog.
Santa Dash 5K:  A fun run through downtown Niagara Falls and the State Park.

Scholarships: With support from numerous community benefactors PAL was able to award thirty eight individual scholarships in a wide variety of categories for a total of $17.900.

Soccer: Two

Fine Arts Awards: Seven

Mark “Chief” Williams Memorial Scholarship:  Sixteen

Mr. & Mrs. Alan R. Elia Memorial Scholarship:  Two


Brian Swayze Students of Excellence: Nine


Sports Awards: Two
Soccer 
Summer: In an effort to ensure everyone gets a chance to play, a morning and evening program is offered.
Fall: A level up from the summer with a different format.
Indoor: Allowing the kids an opportunity to continue their season at the Wilson Center.
Spring: In excess of 250 players moving out doors in May.

Travel:  For the more serious player, competition across Western New York.
Sports Awards: Always a popular event recognizing the best young athletes from the area high schools.
Tennis: Largest number of neophyte players yet.  
Unified Sports: Met with some unexpected obstacles and were unable to complete their program.
Van: Allowed a diverse group of classes, 
Youth Forum:   When needed, they were there!
Respectfully submitted,





Art







Lt. Arthur E. Eberhart (ret)
Executive Director





Contact Information
Niagara PAL

4455 Porter Road, Room 422

Niagara Falls, NY 14305

(716) 286-7038

Arte498043@aol.com
Website: niagarapal.com

Facebook: Niagara PAL
