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All the hard work paid off
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PROFESSIONAL PLAYER
Our Experience

JOSEPH GYAU

Every time I asked the question: “What do you want to be 
when you grow up?”  the answer is always the same, “a professional 
soccer player.” Young kids and  teenagers dream of playing 
professional soccer. Scoring a penalty in a World Cup final  or playing 
for Barcelona, Real Madrid, or Manchester United. The money, the 
fame and  being watched on TV by millions are the things that drive 
many youth soccer players.

That dream for four Maryland residents became a reality. 
Joseph Gyau,  sponsored by Nike since age 14, is currently playing in 
Germany for Hoffenhelm. A  resident of Silver Spring, he played ODP, 
and was part of the U17 residency program in  Bradenton, Florida. 

All the hard work paid off. His dad, Phillip Gyau, a former US 
international,  spent thousands of hours training his son. Phillip and 
Joseph spent a lot of time  together running, dribbling, passing, and 
shooting over and over and over. They  practice, practice, and after 
that they practice some more.

In 2010, FIFA.com, published a list of the top 
teenager soccer prospects in the  world, and Joseph’s 
name was included. This was quite an accomplishment for 
Joseph  to be featured in a group that included the likes of 
Mario Balotelli, Jack Rodwell, Eden  Hazard. Jonathon dos 
Santos and Neymer

I recall calling Phillip one Christmas day to wish him happy holiday. After  exchanging greetings, he told me he was on his way to the 
track with Joseph to  run. He suggested, like he always did, to bring Denzel. Some forty minutes later I  was at the track at John F. Kennedy 
High School in Wheaton, Maryland. I asked  Phillip, “why Christmas Day?” and he responded, “kids all over the world are  training and playing 
soccer right now, why not my son?”.

That commitment to training is also the reason why three other players,  Erik Opshal, Lester Dewee, and Shakur Phillips all had their 
opportunity to play in  Europe.

http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6JkpmLK9UNy_FIvO6QHrhIFA7o6Q0gTG9r7bab7_mYbCAQgGEAEoBVDEmYaK_v____8BYMmOh4mIpIAQoAGyzo3RA8gBB6oEJ0_QytH7J_IwUHneuuCalGObExO2Y1BDfzA2CYHNNX2HhFBzQRrjscAFBYgGAaAGJuASlL2e-oP63LnSAQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=5GjmmwOUb_usgjWO3_LfgZ_QK-dFtMO5hD9ld5c26AzPkns&sig=AOD64_1pOFtmPKzii7fUF7Bxa_1rvScXhg&ctype=5&ved=0CIwBEPMO&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click?lid=43700003590503656&ds_s_kwgid=58700000031855402&ds_url_v=2
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C6JkpmLK9UNy_FIvO6QHrhIFA7o6Q0gTG9r7bab7_mYbCAQgGEAEoBVDEmYaK_v____8BYMmOh4mIpIAQoAGyzo3RA8gBB6oEJ0_QytH7J_IwUHneuuCalGObExO2Y1BDfzA2CYHNNX2HhFBzQRrjscAFBYgGAaAGJuASlL2e-oP63LnSAQ&ohost=www.google.com&cid=5GjmmwOUb_usgjWO3_LfgZ_QK-dFtMO5hD9ld5c26AzPkns&sig=AOD64_1pOFtmPKzii7fUF7Bxa_1rvScXhg&ctype=5&ved=0CIwBEPMO&adurl=http://clickserve.dartsearch.net/link/click?lid=43700003590503656&ds_s_kwgid=58700000031855402&ds_url_v=2


Jonathan dos Santos, Douglas Costa, Wilson 
Cuero, Alan Dzagoev, Stephan El Shaarawy, 

Sani Emmanuel, Kermit Erasmus, Fabio, 
Joseph Gyau, Lukman Haruna, Eden Hazard, 

Gael Kakuta, Ben Kantarovski, Batuhan 
Karadeniz, Rene Krhin, Romelu Lukaku, Iker 

Muniain, Neymar, Sotiris Ninis, Philippe 
Coutinho, Miralem Pjanic, Rafael, James 
Rodriguez, Jack Rodwell, Eduardo Salvio, 

Yaya Sanogo, David Santon, Daniel Villalva, 
Georginio Wijnaldum, Jack Wilshere, Chris 

Wood and Franco Zuculini.
hano Ananidze, Mario Balotelli, Nassim Ben 

Khalifa, Sergio Canales, 

Who is the top teenage prospect?
The world is awash 
with teenage 
prodigies. FIFA.com 
wants to know 
which of them you 
consider the sport’s 
best prospect.

Joseph Gyau
Silver Spring, MD

FIFA’S Top Prospects 

In 2010, FIFA.com, published a list of the top 
teenager soccer prospects in the  world, and Joseph’s 
name was included. This was quite an accomplishment 
for Joseph  to be featured in a group that included the 
likes of Mario Balotelli, Jack Rodwell, Eden  Hazard. 
Jonathon dos Santos and Neymer
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This past summer while participating in the The Tor Opsahl Memorial Tournament at Acredale Park in College Park, Maryland, Joesph said that
when he was playing with Borussia Dortmund he would drive Ousmane Dembele to practice because he was to young to drive.
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Silver Spring’s Joe Gyau rising up  European soccer ranks
WASHINGTON POST by STEVEN GOFF  January 10, 2013

When Philip Gyau watches his son  play soccer, he sees his own father.

“Joe plays like him,” Philip says with a  warm smile. “He is built like him — strong and big, 
thick legs and calves.  It’s his grandfather out there.”

Joseph-Claude Gyau, 20, has followed  in the Silver Spring family business:  playing pro 
soccer, though not in the  United States. After 18 months in  Germany’s proving grounds,  
Bundesliga club Hoffenheim rewarded  him last spring with a three-year  contract.

He is on loan this season to second- division St. Pauli, continuing an  adventure that began 
in the parks of  Montgomery County and, through  Philip’s global travels as a player and  
coach for the U.S. beach soccer team,  exposed him to a tapestry of cultures  and styles.

“I try to carry the torch,” Joe Gyau  (pronounced “jow”) said while home  during a brief 
winter break. “I never  doubt that I am going to do it.”

He is well on his way to surpassing his elders.

A father's guidance
Joe blends speed, strength and technical skills. Philip, on the other hand, was a swift and  direct forward who breezed past defenders with 
confidence and grace. In 1990, playing for  the Columbia-based Maryland Bays, he was voted the MVP of the American Professional  
Soccer League.

Growing up, Joe would obsessively watch a VHS tape of his father’s exploits. “It wasn’t just  another highlight tape; it was my father,” he 
said. Together, father and son also studied  tapes of the world’s greatest attackers.

Philip’s influence continues. When Joe was home for the holidays, Philip took him to Walter  Johnson High School for track work and to 
Wootton High to run hills. Yes, a German-based  professional earning a handsome salary was accepting instruction from his dad while on  
vacation.



Silver Spring’s Joe Gyau rising up  European soccer ranks
WASHINGTON POST by STEVEN GOFF  January 10, 2013

“He has done everything for me,” Joe said of his father, who coached at 
St. John’s High  School and Bullis for several years and, since 1997, has 
operated the Next Level  Development instructional program for ages 6 
to 14.

Philip also instructed Joe’s elite youth team, the Bethesda Roadrunners. And 
between ages  7 and 12, Joe accompanied him to Rio de Janeiro and 
watched the beach tournaments. Mesmerized by the technique, Philip 
enrolled Joe in a camp run by Zico, a Brazilian icon. On  a trip to Monaco, 
Joe met French legend Eric Cantona.

“Because of Philip’s experiences, it allowed Joseph to see a side and a 
perspective of the  game that very few [American players] get to see,” said 
Joe’s mother, Amina, a middle  school teacher.

Philip incorporated those lessons into his own teachings back home. What he couldn’t  replicate was the soccer culture.

“They live it,” he said. “They get up and play every day. They see their heroes. It’s like  basketball here. Most Americans can shoot because 
they are exposed to basketball. In  Brazil, everyone can kick a ball or get the ball up in the air and do things with it, even if they  aren’t 
professionals. That’s what is missing here.”

‘Training, school, sleep’

Philip wanted his son to swim in such an environment. So as Joe’s skills evolved, his career  direction took shape.

After his freshman year at Bullis, Joe was accepted into the U.S. under-17 residency program  in Bradenton, Fla. — the elite destination for 
dozens of players each year.

Many end up playing in college and signing early with MLS, which, despite its steady strides,  still lack a stable system to develop young
players.



Football on the fringes: life as a pro in the 
Faroes
Mayowa Alli, KI Klaksvik, Faroe Islands

THE GUARDIAN, MARCH 1, 2013
September 28, 2016
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MAYOWA ALI
Let’s get this out of the way early. Mayowa Alli has eaten whale. He’s 
eaten whale jerky and  barbecued whale. When you live on an 
isolated island in the North Atlantic, it’s what you  do.

“Some people would say eating whale is barbaric, but I learned to 
look at it from their  perspective,” Alli says. “I only had it once. I can’t 
give you a sophisticated review – but it was  good.”

Alli plays in defence for KI Klaksvik, a team in the Faroe Islands 
Premier League, and has a  track record in adapting to new 
surroundings. Born in Nigeria, his family moved to the US  when he 
was four, and he grew up in Lanham, a small Maryland town between 
Washington  DC and Baltimore. “I thought eating goat meat was 
normal until I went to elementary school  and everyone else told me 
it was weird,” he says.

A talented high school soccer player, Alli was recruited by Bucknell
University in  Pennsylvania and named all-American in 2013 by the 
National Soccer Coaches Association  of America. His college coach 
said Major League Soccer teams were interested. The league’s  
Superdraft, where college players are called up to pro teams, 
beckoned. But Alli didn’t get a  call.

“The draft system is a bit weird,” he explains. “In the major US 
sports it has been so  successful, but MLS is not always like that. 
They’re picking foreign players and the college  system is not the 
league base.”
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When Michael Seaton moved to Prince George’s County from Jamaica at age 7, he went  from the soccer-crazed Caribbean, where every 
kid played in the streets, to a country just  beginning to appreciate the sport. But with a little prodding from his mom, he kept playing,  
and in January, the lanky teenager signed as a professional player with D.C. United. At age  16, he’s the first Major League Soccer player 
born after the league was established in 1996.

Until last month, Seaton was a junior at Central High School in Capitol Heights, Md.

“People around here, in my area, they like basketball and football,” says Seaton. “When they  hear soccer, they’re iffy about it. But when 
you put pro next to it, they’re like, “Oh, pro,  you’re a professional soccer player.”

Homegrown Teen Michael Seaton  Goes Pro With D.C. United
METRO CONNECTION, MARCH 1, 2013

Michael Seaton donned the red and black uniform of D.C. United in January. He’s thefirst  Major League Soccer player born after the league was
started in 1996. - Jacob Fenston

Personal Information

Michael Joseph Arantes Seaton

Date of Birth
May 1, 1996

Place of birth
Kingston, Jamaica

Height
6 feet



University of Maryland 
Baltimore County

Samuel Kahsai

Hounds Sign Another Trialist Samuel Kahsai

Thomas Stone E.S. Hyattsville MS Northwestern High School

SammyKahsai 
@SammyBoiii6

I am more than Honored and Humble to announce that I’ve signed my first  
professional contract with the @RiverhoundsSC . I would like to Thank God  for 
making it happen and Thankful for My family, friends, teammates, and  
coaches.
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University of Kentucky 
Chandler Hospital

Department of Neurology
MICHAEL NSOESIE
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High Point High senior's hard work in school 
pays off in full

Student leaders receive college scholarships from national program

By David Hill, staff writer
Gazette Newspaper -Thursday, April 8, 2010

MFC PLAYERS
Our Experience

DANNY BONILLA

Raphael Talisman/The Gazette

High Point High School seniors Daniel Bonilla (left), 17,  of Beltsville and 
Demisse Habteselasie, 17, of College  Park were awarded the Posse 
Foundation scholarship,  which awards high school students for their  
leadership and accomplishments. The scholarship will  pay for their college 
educations in full.

Years of leadership and good grades have paid off for Daniel Bonilla and 
Demisse Habteselasie, both seniors at High Point High School in
Beltsville. 

The two were among just 11 county students  selected in December to 
receive full four-year  college scholarships from the Posse  Foundation, 
a national program based inNew  York that awarded 480 scholarships 
this year  to talented students from diverse  backgrounds.

"It didn't click when they told me," said  Bonilla, 17, of Beltsville. "I 
couldn't believe it.  I was just so excited.“

The program's 37 partner universities choose scholars in groups, or 
"posses," of 10, to give  each student an on-campus support group. 
Bonilla was selected to attend Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pa., 
and Habteselasie will attend Pepperdine University in Malibu,  Calif.

"I felt a tad bit nervous because all the students were brilliant and just 
outstanding," said  Habteselasie, 17, who lives in College Park and was 
informed of his acceptance by phone  in December. "My heart 
dropped. I told my parents and they were really proud, so it was a  
great feeling.“

Bonilla and Habteselasie were among 1,500 Washington, D.C.,-area 
students nominated by  their schools last summer. After a series of 
interviews, logic games and group projects with  other nominees, they 
were among 62 students from the region accepted to the program.
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Prior to volunteering with non-profit organization, Soccer and 
Friends, I found myself to be very selfish and self-centered. 
Growing up as the oldest of five other siblings, I was mostly 
preoccupied with my family. Besides school I didn’t socialize 
much with other children. I was in my own little world, as my peers 
liked to remind me. And I remained that way well into middle 
school.

Only after enrolling in high school at Elizabeth Seton High 
School, was I required to complete service hours. I dedicated most 
of my time to Soccer and Friends, a non-profit organization 
coordinated by Walter Pascoe or “Coach Eugene” as we were fond 
of calling him. Coach Eugene, close friends with my father, had 
allowed my friends, family and I to volunteer with his organization 
on weekends or mostly whenever we were free.

The volunteers and I would referee youth games, run 
fundamental soccer drills for the younger kids, and advanced drills 
for the older and more experienced players. The whole idea is for 
kids who cannot afford to play competitive soccer with a big 
named club an opportunity to continue practicing the sport they 
love. Soccer and Friends gives those without money the chance to 
continue improving their soccer abilities.

It was inspiring to watch so many young kids develop and 
progress into rather skillful players. The kids really enjoyed the 
opportunity and even more watching their parents encourage them 
from the sidelines was heart-warming. The service we preformed at 
Soccer and Friends hardly felt like service at all.

Mani Walcott
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NIA WALCOTT

Volunteering is Cool
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SAMUEL KAHSAI

I was born in Ethiopia, in a little city called Addis 
Ababa. When I reached  the tender age of 4, I started 
playing football whereas in America it is called  “Soccer”. I 
was taught growing up with my two big brothers that 
soccer wasn’t  just about your strength and ability to
score.

“Soccer was about your fundamentals and being 
comfortable with the ball  at your feet at all times”. We 
played soccer with paper balls, tennis balls, and  soccer 
balls. By the time I was 7 years old, I was playing in 
tournaments, on the  streets and pickup games with adults.

My parents decided to come to America for better 
educational  opportunities for my brothers and me. I was 8 
years old when I enrolled in 3rd  grade at Thomas Stone 
ES., in Mt. Rainer, Maryland. This was the beginning of  my 
educational journey. Both of my older brothers graduated 
from the county  school system and went on to attend Mt. 
Saint Mary’s. and Salisbury State  respectively.

One day, Dr. Ruth Hodges, the principal, announced 
that a soccer program  would be offered at the school. I 
quickly returned my permission slip with my  parent's 
signature to the school. I wanted to be a part of this 
program. Soccer is  my love.

The first day of class there were fifteen students in 
attendance. One  student named Elvis Zama, a native of 
Cameroon would become a teammate of  mine at MFC 
for a period of six years.

When the coach named Eugene Pascoe arrived, he 
quickly threw out the  balls for everyone to juggle. I 
played around with the ball and even FAKED like I  didn’t 
know how to juggle. 

After a while Coach Eugene shouted out loud that 
“IF  ANYONE HERE COULD JUGGLE A SOCCER BALL TO 50 
WITHOUT DROPPING IT, WILL RECEIVE $5”. 

When it was finally my turn to go, I juggled over 80 
times and  quickly took my $5 with a big smile on my
face.

I Won Five Dollars
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JESSE LUCERO

My time at MFC has been one of the greatest 
adventures of my young  life and I’m blessed to have been 
part of this culturally diverse organization,  which I have 
come to call my home away from home. I consider all the  
coaches and players, both young and old part of my 
extended family. As a  club, we have been through our ups 
and downs but when there was failure,  we embraced it 
together and with that we found success.

My first experience of MFC was several years ago 
when my father  enrolled me in a math and soccer program 
at Berwyn Heights E.S. The math  section was a prep class 
for the MSA. At the time I was a shy kid with  limited 
soccer skills, plus I was experiencing difficulties in Math.

Upon my arrival the first day of class, I could not 
help but notice the  ball handling skills of the players. This 
was very intimidating. and my first  reaction was to go 
home immediately. But I recall saying to myself that I  
wanted to be just as good as them. The program met twice 
a week, in the  evenings, for three hours at a time. 

I remember sitting in the cafeteria with my dad, 
doing my math  problems. It was mandatory for one 
parent to sit down with their child during  each session. I 
was never good in math back then. But having to hand in 
all  your homework before playing soccer was the right 
incentive to complete my  assignments at home. After a 
while math became much easier. This program  helped 
reinforced what I was learning in school. It is amazing 
what a little bit  of practice can do.

Two weeks prior to the beginning of the MSA, we 
met daily after- school at Soccer and Friends computer 
lab which was located at the time, in  University 
Gardens Apartments community room, in Hyattsville, 
Maryland.  Three minutes from Tick Tock Liquors and ten 
minutes from University of  Maryland. All the 
preparation paid off because when I received my test  
scores, I was proficient in math. Not bad for a kid who 
did not like math.

I Won Five Dollars

The 
happy 
days 

at 
Buck 

Lodge
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JOSHUA CRUZ

Carroll, MD.- Por dos años consecutivos, Joshua Cruz, de 13 
años, ha sido calificado como uno de los treinta mejores 
jugadores de fútbol del estado de Maryland, entre los 
deportistas de su edad, según su entrenador, José Benítez. 

El joven tiene tres sueños y espera lograrlos gracias a su 
pasión por el fútbol: representar a Honduras, el país de sus 
padres, José Omar y Griselda Cruz; jugar en equipos de 
fama mundial como el Real Madrid de España y graduarse 
de médico. 

“Quiero conseguir una beca como jugador de fútbol para 
estudiar medicina. Me gustaría sanar a la gente que está 
enferma”, dijo, el miércoles 13 de febrero por la noche 
mientras esperaba que comenzara el entrenamiento con 
su equipo Asa Real, en las instalaciones de la academia 
Soccer Dome, en Maryland. 

Talent in the Making

El padre del adolescente, quien trabaja en el rubro de 
la construcción, lo acompaña siempre a la academia. 
Dice que se siente orgulloso del chico, porque obtiene 
buenas calificaciones en la escuela Charles Carroll, en 
el condado de Carroll, en la que cursa el octavo grado. 
El hecho de que su hijo participe en entrenamientos 
supone un gran sacrificio tanto en términos de tiempo 
como de dinero. Benítez, el entrenador, explicó que la 
formación de un atleta y su participación en torneos 
cuesta unos $3.000. 

Quiere ser 
estrella de 

fútbol y médico

Quiere ser estrella de fútbol y médico
A sus 13 años, Joshua Cruz deslumbra con su juego 

en MD. Busca lograr una beca con su talento

http://www.urbanoasisstudio.com/MFC2012/pages/Sample_Magazine%20Cover.htm

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Silver Spring’s Joe Gyau rising up  European soccer ranks�WASHINGTON POST by STEVEN GOFF  January 10, 2013
	Silver Spring’s Joe Gyau rising up  European soccer ranks�WASHINGTON POST by STEVEN GOFF  January 10, 2013
	Slide Number 7
	Homegrown Teen Michael Seaton  Goes Pro With D.C. UnitedMETRO CONNECTION, MARCH 1, 2013
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16

