If someone would have told me when I was a kid playing soccer on the
streets of Bermuda that I would spend two decades of my life teaching soccer in an
immigrant community, I would have said “No way, you are crazy!”
Twenty-two years ago, Keith Tucker, then head soccer coach at Howard
University, encouraged me to start a community soccer program in Maryland to
promote the importance of education. Through his experience, too many AfricanAmerican soccer players were denied admission to not only Howard University, but
other colleges and universities throughout the US because of bad grades and low SAT
scores. Too many students had to forgo partial or full soccer scholarships because of
this growing problem.
I chose Langley Park, Maryland, an immigrant community overflowing with
Central American, Caribbean and various African people, located five minutes from
the University of Maryland, twenty minutes from Howard University and thirty-five
minutes from the White House.
Langley Park, at that time, was a ten minutes from my home in Silver Spring,
Maryland. My interactions and friendships developed during my playing days at
Howard University made it easy for me to integrate into the Caribbean and African
community.
A short list of the friendships from Howard University that gave me valuable
insights into the cultures from our Diaspora follows: Keith Walcott, from Guyana;
Donnie Streete, from Jamaica; Phillip Gyau, from Ghana; Friday Johnson, from
Nigeria; Tony Gill and Ronald Simmons, from Trinidad; Peter Prom, from Gambia;
Wendell Thomas, from Grenada; David Sabair from Bermuda and many others.
These relationships developed through soccer prepared me for the
challenges that lay ahead when we began our program in this predominately
Hispanic community. The equation is still the same. Soccer, or futbol, is a universal
language. It transcends racial boundaries and unites people of different cultures. We
were able to convince Hispanic parents during our earlier years to play soccer for a
non- Hispanic run program. This trend has continued up until today.

Our program, which started as the Langley Park Soccer Club during the spring
of 1998, moved to Buck Lodge Middle School. Two years later we changed our name
to the Metropolitan Futbol Club, more commonly known as MFC, which still thrives
today.
Through our after-school program, run by Soccer and Friends, we have spent
more than two decades promoting and coaching soccer in Prince George's County
schools. Our mission was quite simple “TO CREATE OPPORUNITY THROUGH
EDUCATION AND SOCCER”. Well, we can proudly say “Mission accomplished.” and
ongoing.
As of the Spring of 2020, sixty-one players have passed through our program
and went off to college, of which thirty-two have graduated. Not bad for a program
that charged a meager $170US per season.
Cheers
Coach Eugene

.

Where was Coach Eugene born? ____________________________
Name the coach who encouraged Coach Eugene to start a soccer program
____________________________
What University did he coach? ___________________________
Why were so many African-American soccer players denied admission to universities
across United States?
1. ________________________
2. ________________________
Which community did Coach Eugene pick to start his soccer program?
___________________________________
What year did the program start?___________________________________
What was the original name of the club? _______________________________
What is the current name of the club?__________________________________
How many players from Metropolitan Futbol Club have enrolled in college? ______
How many have graduated? ______

BUCK LODGE
Our Home for Life

Every time I went away, I was deceiving my mum I'd tell her I was
going to school, but I'd be out on the street playing football. I
always had a ball at me feet. In Brazil every kid starts playing
street soccer very early. It's in our blood.

RONALDO
Already ten minutes late for our meeting, Coach Carlton and I jumped from
our cars and hurried towards the office. Months earlier, we had met while he was
coaching in Takoma Park. He was looking to move his U12 team to a travel program,
while I was searching for more space to accommodate our growing soccer program.
After introducing ourselves to the office staff, we were told to speak with Mr.
Marshall, the building supervisor, if we wanted access to the field. They buzzed, and
within minutes, a browned skin, forty something gentleman appeared.
After we explained why we wanted to use the field, his response was that he
thought it was a great idea to have the children in the community involved in
soccer. However, he advised us to meet with the principal, Dr. Gibbs, to discuss our
plans for soccer at Buck Lodge.
The following week, after a brief meeting with Dr. Gibbs, Buck Lodge became
our new home. We started in the spring of 2000, and thirteen years later, we are
still here. Many things have changed; three principals, Dr Gibbs, Ms. Jimenez, and
now, Mr. Richardson, free lunch during the summer, the uneven, bumpy playing
surface on the field but one thing remained constant.

Buck Lodge is the place that players from Adelphi, Langley Park, Lewisdale,
Riverdale, Bladensburg, Hyattsville, Lake Arbor, Capital Heights, Upper Marlboro,
Bowie, Beltsville, Calverton, Cottage City and other communities in Prince George’s
County come to play the beautiful game. Kids of all ages, races and genders come
to play together where the only thing that matters is playing soccer for fun.
Stand up on the bank overlooking the field on a warm spring day, and you
will see a rainbow of nations playing together with no regard for race. You will see
fields without “boy” athletes and “girl” athletes, just athletes. You will see the little
ones get the opportunity to play with the big kids on the big field and the big kids
coming down to the small field to help the smallest of the small. If you listen
closely, you might hear someone speaking French, Spanish, Creole, or any one of
the African languages. If you watch closely, you will witness the magic of soccer as
children of all ages have fun playing the global sport that has the power to unite
nations.
Soccer also has the ability to unite cultures and races as explained by
Abraham Reyes, one evening during a meeting with Will Campos and Samuel Dean.
Both, at the time, were members of the Prince George’s County Council. He said,
“Growing up in Mexico, I never thought I would see the day when I would befriend
a Black person.”
Through soccer, this was made possible, not only for him, but his wife, his
brothers, his children, and his relatives. That is The Power of Soccer. To this day
Abraham and I remain good friends.
Now that we found a new home, it was time for a name change as Coach
Carlton said “the club is now representative of Princes George’s County” with a few
players from Silver Spring and Washington D.C. He suggested Metropolitan Futbol
Club (MFC), to which I agreed. By the fall of 2002 Langley Park Soccer Club was no
more. MFC was the new kid on the block.
From our humble beginnings in Langley Park, on a plot of land next to the
Boys and Girls Club, adjacent to apartment complexes, our program began the
journey to help nurture and prepare twenty-nine former players to eventually
enroll in college.

Buck Lodge is: A place that had five players selected to the 1992 Maryland
ODP team before the Academy structure began; A place that, in 2004, had three
players on three different regional teams; A place that nurtured Nia Walcott, a
junior at Howard University, and player for the Trinidad & Tobago youth national
team.
On the professional level, Erick Opshal has played professionally for Reading
FC in England. Denzel Pascoe, traveled to Portsmouth Football Club for unsuccessful
soccer trials. While Vitalas Atemfac traveled to Chelsea, England to participate in
their annual youth tournament.
What does Buck Lodge mean to us? It is a safe haven to teach soccer that
encourages the freedom of expression. It represents a rainbow of nations, cultures,
and languages. Those fields have hosted El Salvadorian, Jamaican, Guatemalan,
Trinidadian, Honduran, American, Cameroonian, Panamanian, Ethiopian, Guyanese,
Liberian, Nigerian and other players. Buck Lodge is a small United Nations, playing
soccer on bumpy, uneven, and sometimes uncut field.

COURTNEY HEWITT
Coach Carlton’s son, Courtney Hewitt was and continues to
be a trailblazer for Metropolitan Futbol Club.
He was the first player from our club to attend private school
Archbishop Carroll in Washington D.C.
He was the first player to enroll and graduate from college
University of Delaware
He was the first player to enroll in graduate school
University of Maryland

Who was attended the meeting with Coach Eugene? ____________________________
Where did they meet? ____________________________
What was the name of the school where they were attending a meeting?
_____________________________
Who was the principal? ___________________________
Who was the building supervisor? _____________________________________

Players attending practice came from different areas in Prince George’s County. Name 5
locations
1. _____________________________________
2. _____________________________________
3. _____________________________________
4. _____________________________________
5. _____________________________________
What country was Abraham Reyes from? __________________________________
What was the previous name for Metropolitan Futbol Club?
________________________________________________
What year did the name change take place? _____
What country did Nia represent? ____________________________________
What club did Erik play for? _____________________________________
Where did Denzel have trials? ___________________________________
Who attended Chelsea’s youth tournament? ______________________________
Name 5 nationalities that practiced at Buck Lodge
1. _____________________________________
2. _____________________________________
3. _____________________________________
4. _____________________________________
5. _____________________________________

