
FCV Ashburn Inclement Weather and Lightning Policy 
Outdoors is the most dangerous place to be during inclement weather. When lightning is 
seen, or thunder is heard, or when dark clouds are observed, quickly move indoors or into a 

hard topped vehicle and remain there until well after the storm ends.  ALL Players and Family Members 
must clear the Field when games or practices have been called.  
 

FCV Ashburn follows all County policies for inclement weather.  When on the soccer field, be on the 
look-out for approaching dangerous weather conditions. According to the Loudoun County PRCS 
website, the approaching thunderstorms are defined as follows: 

Overview 
Whether you are on the ball field, the golf course, or in a pool, a darkened sky and rumbling thunder are clear 
signals to suspend play and get to shelter immediately. It could save your life!  
 
Virginia averages 35 to 45 thunderstorm days a year. Thunderstorms can occur any day of the year and at any time 
of the day, but are most common in the late afternoon and evenings during the summer months. About 
five percent of thunderstorms become severe and are capable of producing tornadoes, large hail, damaging winds, 
and heavy rains causing flash flooding. Severe thunderstorms can develop in less than 30 minutes, allowing little 
time for warning. To alert the public about possible severe thunderstorms, the National Weather Service issues 
watches and warnings.  
 
What Makes Thunderstorms Severe  

• Hail greater than three-quarters of an inch  
• Winds greater than 58 miles per hour  

Be Familiar with the Terminology 
SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WATCH 
A severe thunderstorm watch means that the conditions are favorable for the development of severe 
thunderstorms. If a watch is broadcast, stay tuned for further information and possible warnings and be prepared 
to take cover.  
 
SEVERE THUNDERSTORM WARNING 
A severe thunderstorm warning means conditions are occurring or imminent. Warnings are issued for individual 
counties and include the severe thunderstorm’s location, direction, and speed. If you are in the path of the severe 
thunderstorm, seek shelter immediately.  

Additionally FCV Ashburn follows Loudoun County Soccer Policy 10.02 in the Soccer Rules and 
Regulations Guidelines:  

A game in progress suspended for inclement weather or other cause is subject to a fifteen (15) minute delay, or 
thirty (30) minute delay for lightning.  (Exception:  If a game is postponed due to lightning, subsequent games of 
the playing cycle may be played if the official(s) determines that the threat of lightning and/or rain has passed).   

FCV Ashburn follows these inclement weather policies for practices, as well as, games.  Everyone must 
clear the field for 30 minutes after a visible lightning strike or after thunder is heard.  Every 
subsequent lightning event restarts the 30 minute clock.  If a practice has less than 30 min left after 
suspension due to weather, the practice may be canceled. 


