HOW TO APPEAL A MISSED CALL:

Note the key word “missed" call – don’t waste everyone’s time and patience if it was simply a “close" call, or you’re just “fishing” for a possible reversal - never happens.  Only consider a rare appeal if a rule misinterpretation may be involved, or if the umpire’s view may have been blocked or a bad angle and his partner may have had a clear view – and you truly believe the call was missed.
At East Side it's okay to appeal an umpire’s call if you:
· Ask for time after the play has ended;

· Go out to the umpire who made the call;

· Quietly and respectfully ask about the call, and explain your position;
· Ask if he would confer with the other umpire if not satisfied;

· Thank him for listening – then disengage.

Never raise your voice or show any form of disrespect - you are a role model with many children and their parents watching you.

Never argue or continue the discussion after hearing the umpire’s response.  It’s over. Continuing to argue or discuss it will not change the ruling and is a Zero Tolerance violation. 

If the umpires just didn't see it, nothing can now change that - it's not part of the game to just take your word for it.  They have to see it to call it.
Never appeal “close” calls if the umpire had a reasonable view – the other umpire isn’t in a position to reverse a close call if 100’ away.  Waste of everyone's time.
Never appeal missed bases or leaving early on a fly ball – it would have been automatically called if the umpire saw it (per ESBA Rules).
If you're appealing more than an average of one call a game, you need an attitude adjustment - it's likely you're the problem, not the umps.

*  *  *  *  *  
As an umpire:  Seek to get the call right.  You should always listen respectfully to a coach’s proper appeal and seek help from your partner if you’re not sure about your call.  But, if you are sure, don’t waste time by asking your partner’s opinion.  Also, it should be a rare occasion, maybe never, that you reverse a really close play from the opposite side of the diamond – be absolutely sure if asked by your partner.
