LWYFL – Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q: What is the GCYFL?
A: GCYFL (Greater Cincinnati Youth Football League) is a competitive youth football league focused on player development, discipline, and teamwork. The league emphasizes fundamentals, accountability, and preparation for higher levels of football.

Q: What is the LWYFL?
A: LWYFL (Lebanon Warriors Youth Football League) is a regional youth football league that GYFL teams may compete in or align with. LWYFL provides structured league play, standardized rules, and organized scheduling across participating organizations.

Q: How do GCYFL and LWYFL work together?
A: GCYFL establishes game rules, schedules, and competitive standards while, LWYFL teams follow their organization and league philosophy, with both leagues working together to emphasize safety, sportsmanship, and fair competition.

Q: Who is this league environment for?
A: This environment is for families who value structure, effort, and accountability. These are competitive leagues. This is not recreational or equal play football.

Q: What are the League’s priorities?
A: The league prioritizes long-term player development, fostering competitive team environments, promoting sportsmanship and respect, and ensuring safety through proper technique.

Q: How teams are formed?
A: Players participate in LWYFL evaluations, and coaches place them on teams based on skill, effort, attitude, and team needs, dividing teams into competitive and building levels to support appropriate learning and development, while GCYFL league rules limit player movement to maintain competitive balance

Q: Who must attend pre-season evaluations?
A: LWYFL will hold player evaluations on 3/7/2026 and 3/21/2026 for ALL incoming 2nd graders and NEW incoming 3rd-6th grade football players to help coaches determine skill levels for our developmental and competitive teams.

Q: How much playing time should my player expect?
A: Playing time is earned, not guaranteed, and is based on attendance, effort, attitude, performance, and game situations or matchups; LWYFL guarantees a minimum of three plays per game for kindergarten–3rd grade players, while 4th–6th grade players have no minimum play requirement.

Q: What does the Practice schedule look like as far as commitment.
A: Practice days/times are solely based on the head coach’s decision. Typically, the first 2-3 weeks of practice are 5 days a week Monday - Friday, and then some coaches change it to 3 days a week, (Example: Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday).

Q: What are the player’s expectations?
A: Players are expected to always be on time and prepared, listen to coaches, show respect to teammates, officials, and opponents, and put the team first in all situations.

Q: What are the parent expectations from the LWYFL?
A: Parents are expected to support players positively from the stands, respect coaches and officials, refrain from coaching from the sidelines, and follow all league and organization conduct rules.

Q: What are some basic communication guidelines between parents and coaches?
A: Parents should not approach coaches during games, should allow a 24-hour cool-down period after games before raising concerns, schedule respectful conversations when needed, and understand that playing time and play calling are not topics for debate.

Q: What ages and grades can participate in LWYFL?
A: Kindergarten through 6th grade.
Q: Is LWYFL open to both boys and girls?
A: At the Lebanon Warrior Youth Football League (LWYFL), football is open to all youth players regardless of gender. Both boys and girls are encouraged to register, learn, play, and enjoy the sport together in a supportive, inclusive environment.
Q: Do players need prior football experience?
A: No, prior football experience is not required to participate in the LWYFL. New players of all experience levels are welcome! Before the season begins, the LWYFL will conduct evaluations for all new players to help assess skill levels and ensure balanced team placement. This process helps create a safe, positive, and competitive experience for everyone once teams are formed.
Q: How do I register my child?
A: You can register your player at www.lwyfl.org 
Q: Is there a late registration option? 
A: You may register as long as registration remains open, but because teams fill up quickly, late registrants may be placed on a waitlist
Q: Are registration refunds available?
A: After registration closes, all refund requests must be reviewed and approved by the LWYFL board on a case-by-case basis.
Q: What does the registration fee include?
A: The registration fee covers a helmet, chin strap, shoulder pads, game jersey, game pants, and a practice jersey; players may keep the jerseys and pants, but the helmet, chin strap, and shoulder pads must be returned at the end of the season.
Q: Is financial assistance available?
A: Limited financial sponsorships are available; families must apply, and the board will review applications and notify those selected to receive assistance.
Q: What equipment will my football player need besides what is supplied?
A: Families must provide practice pants, a mouthpiece, a girdle with five pads (two hip, two thigh, one tail), knee pads, cleats, and a water bottle.
Q: Does my player require a physical?
A: Yes, all players are required to have a physical completed and dated for 2026 on the LWYFL Physical Form, available at www.lwyfl.org
Q: How does the LWYFL prioritize player safety?
A: The LWYFL prioritizes player safety by enforcing proper equipment use, teaching safe and correct techniques, following league rules and certified coaching standards, and promoting a culture that puts player health first.
Q: When does the season take place?
A: The first official practice begins on July 6, 2026, and the season may run through November 8, 2026, if your team advances to the GCYFL Championship Game.
Q: When are games played?
A: Games are typically scheduled weekly on either Saturday or Sunday, with scheduling managed by the GCYFL, and the 2026 opening weekend set for August 15.
Q: What if my child misses a practice or game?
A: Policies regarding missed practices or games are determined at the sole discretion of the head coach, who will establish and enforce team rules fairly and consistently for all players.
Q: Can I request my child be placed with a friend?
A: LWYFL does not accept requests for players to be placed with friends, as all players are evaluated and assigned to teams based on their skills, knowledge of the game, and overall development needs.
Q: Who coaches the teams?
A: All coaches are volunteers who apply and interview with the Coaches Committee; once a head coach is selected, they may choose their assistant coaches and team staff, and all head and assistant coaches must complete GCYFL-required training.
Q: How will I receive league updates?
A: The best way to receive league updates is by regularly checking the Lebanon Warrior Youth Football League website at www.lwyfl.org or following the league’s Facebook page for announcements and news.
Q: Who do I contact with questions?
A: For any questions, please contact the LWYFL Board by email at board@lwyfl.org, and a board member will respond as soon as possible.

