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Head Coach Tom Hill 

Bio Growing up, soccer was simply the fall sport I played after baseball 
ended and before basketball began. Until my sophomore year in high 
school, I played all three sports with the friends I had had since 3rd 
grade. After college, I played soccer year-round on both coed and 
men's teams. I still have many friends from those days. My coaching 
began when the Issaquah Soccer Club called and told me my son 
could play but only if I was willing to coach the team. From there it 
was years of coaching both of my son's as well as my daughter's 
team. There were a couple years during the fall when I was on the 
field seven days a week. It was very fun, full of experiences 
remembered with a tremendous fondness. 

Awards/Certifications: 
• USSF E, D, C, B Licenses 
• National Youth License 
• FC Evolution - One Year Online Mentorship 2020-21 
• Numerous local evening and weekend clinics over the years 

• Certified Grade 8 Referee since 2000 

Coaching Philosophy  First, the kids must have fun. The players should look back on their 
youth soccer experience with a smile and great memories of their 
teammates and coaches. While a coach is there to guide them, the 
focus must be on the players owning their experience and to this end 
they need to become problem solvers and decision makers. Of 
course this takes patience and encouragement over a period of 
years. Winning is a result not the goal. 

It took 20 years to understand most of a coach's role is to create 
positive relationships with the players and parents.  No player, of 
any age, attends practice hoping to stand in line, run laps, or listen to 
lectures; they want to play. The X's and O's are important, and when 
combined with good soccer fundamentals, and a positive 
development mentality, players and teams will amaze you. 

 

 



Coaching Experience Issaquah Youth Soccer - 1997-2016 
• Oldest son U6-U17 
• Daughter U6-U11 Recreational, U12-U16 Select 
• Younger son U6-U12, and U17-U18 (final year was 2016) 

Mercer Island Select Program 
• G00/G01 Maroon 2012-2019 (U12-U18) 

o 2015 Founders Cup Champions 
o 2018 Presidents Cup Div2 Champions 
o 2019 Presidents Cup Div2 Champions 
o Six summer tournament wins 

• G05 Crush 2017-2021 (U13-U16) 

A few favorite coaching 
related quotes: 

“Your impact as a coach is never neutral; choose to make it a positive 
one.” 

“The things I learned after I knew it all have made the difference.” 

“It isn’t what you don’t know that hurts you. It is what you know for 
sure that isn’t true.” 

“One comment one time can change a kid's life.” 
 


