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Head Coach Brian Romas 

Bio Originally from Detroit, Michigan, I grew up in a 
community where soccer teams were the comfortable 
refuge of the marginal athletes who didn't play the other, 
more high-profile sports that drew the more physically 
gifted. I've played on club sides for teams where half the 
field was asphalt, on a high school varsity team that lost its 
coach halfway through the year and finished the season 
essentially coaching ourselves, under the guidance of a 
parent who'd never played soccer, and I tried to walk on to 
a Division 1 soccer program at Michigan State University 
which resulted in an impressive career as a practice player 
and intramural superstar. I've read a lot of coaching bios 
that are descriptive of impressive athletes setting school 
records for goals scored and state championships won, and 
that isn't my story. My story is one of a player who 
persevered, who learned mostly by watching more 
talented players and incorporating aspects of their games 
into my own, by accommodating my athletic shortcomings 
by playing smarter soccer, learning as much as I could 
about the game, and being a sound all-around player...kind 
of like the utility man on a baseball roster.  And by working 
very hard. I’ve played recreationally for more than 20 
years, and I’ve coached an adult women’s side as well as 
both of my children’s teams for the past 8. During the 
pandemic year of 2020 our team trained twice EVERY 
WEEK, despite the fact that our NPSL season and all 
tournaments were cancelled.  I believe that the activity 
provided our players with an outlet for their energy and 
emotions that helped them get through this difficult time, 
and we came together as a team. I’ve completed the United 
States Youth Soccer Coaches 4v4, 7v7 and 11v11 Courses, 



 

 

and the Positive Coaching Alliance Double Goal Coach 
Certificate, and my US Soccer D License is in process. 

Coaching Philosophy Up to this point with my son’s teams my goal has been to 
instill and reinforce fundamental skills and gradually 
introduce the more strategic and tactical elements of the 
game as we moved to full sides/full sized fields for the first 
time last year. My goal for this season is to build upon the 
fundamentals each player possesses, assess their levels, 
and work with them to build their toolkits based upon our 
mutual assessment of their strengths and opportunities for 
growth, drawing from my experience as a player who had 
to work harder, and smarter, to be proficient on the pitch. 
Our team will constantly evaluate both individual and team 
development, and this evaluation will inform our 
formations and our player placement and rotations. My 
coaching will reinforce the individual player’s 
development of their toolkits in the context of the team’s 
goals and my overarching objective is to get them to take 
responsibility for their own growth as players and 
teammates, and their independent thought and ability to 
dynamically solve problems in the run of play, as this skill 
will translate to other aspects of their lives.  My number 
one goal is for the kids to run this team on the pitch 
without me being an overtly active participant. I want 
players so excited to play soccer that they are eager to 
come to games/practices despite the frequent conflicts as a 
young adult, to build lasting friendships and a deep and 
abiding love for this beautiful game.   

Current/past teams  • 2019–Present: HSA Select Boys 06, Finalists in 2019 
Kent Cornucopia Cup, Finalists in 2019 Federal Way 
Blast Off, and Semifinalists in Silver Division of 2019 
Washington State Founders Cup;  

• 2016-2019: SSUL and NPSL Raptors of the WSSC, 
third place in D3 last year and Quarterfinalists in 
Silver Bracket of Founders Cup 

• 2011-2016: West Seattle Soccer Club Youth Coach, 
and coach of the undefeated West Side Penguins in 
2011 (five of my Raptors from last year were on this 
team when they were 6 years old)  



 

 

• 2003-2005: Seattle Recreational League coach –
Women’s team. 

In this past year This past year I was fortunate enough to attend the 
Coaching Manual’s first ever certification course.  This 
course was taught by Martin Hunter, formerly coach of 
Bradford City, Stoke City, Norwich City, Watford and 
Southampton in Great Britain.  For twelve weeks we were 
taken through all of the nuances of teaching the game of 
soccer, including developing complex training diagrams 
and full practices based upon our team’s individual playing 
style and our coaching philosophy.  I was able to use this 
certification to complete a full Game Model for our team, 
one which we will teach and employ in the 2021 NPSL 
season. 

Fun fact I am an Eagle Scout with a Bronze Palm and I can start fire 
with yarn and a stick. 

 


