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Troy Baseball Boosters
Post Office Box 142

Troy, MI  48099

Non-Profit Organization

WHAT EVERY MANAGER NEEDS TO KNOW

2018 SEASON
I.

Manager Sign-up
Volunteers interested in managing a team will sign-up as a manager via the www.troybaseballboosters.com website. If there are more managers than available teams, teams are awarded based on seniority points and location of the team.  If there are more teams than managers, volunteers are solicited.
II.

General Membership Meetings
General Membership Meetings are held between March and June of each year.  Notices are e-mailed to the TBB membership approximately one week prior to the meeting stating the date, time, location and agenda items.  The late April meeting (picture day info, yearbook handout plus league rules meeting) is mandatory.  Managers who do not attend or do not send a representative forfeit one seniority point.

III.

Leagues, Registration & Team Assignments
Leagues are set up as follows:


League


Primary Age
Primary Grade

Team Formation by


Tee-Ball

6


K

Neighborhood

Instructional

7 


1

Neighborhood


Farm


8


2

Neighborhood


Rookie


9


3

Neighborhood


Minor


10


4

Neighborhood


Major


11


5

Neighborhood


Mustang

12


6

Neighborhood


Pony


13 – 14

7-8

Equalization Draft


Colt


15-16


9-10

Equalization Draft


Bronco


17 – 18 

11-12

Equalization Draft


Senior


18 +


12+

Player Request

Regular player registration primarily takes place in January, February and early March.  Announcements are circulated through the Troy Parks & Recreation, mailings and other means.  Players who participated in the previous season will receive a registration reminder via email. All players must register through the website at www.troybaseballboosters.com.   Anyone interested in managing a team or becoming and umpire must register themselves through the website.  Every player and participant must read and acknowledge the concussion form.  Senior League players must 1) provide proof of residency or employment in Troy, and 2) provide proof of health insurance or sign an associated waiver.  Non-residents are allowed in the Senior League on a limited basis – 75% or more of the players on a team must either live or work in Troy.  

At the conclusion of regular registration the board reviews the number of players signed up in each league, then determines the number of teams and the roster limit of each team.

Only those players who sign up during the regular registration periods are guaranteed a spot on a TBB team.  This is especially important for the younger leagues where players are placed on teams based on their neighborhood, if possible.  A younger player who signs up late may not be able to play on their neighborhood team.  Non-equalization draft league rosters are typically distributed in late March.  Once you receive your roster please contact your players within three days.    

The teams in older leagues are formed through an equalization draft.  The draft attempts to evenly allocate players in a league based on their ability.  This ability is based on the assessments submitted by the previous season's managers.   

If a player indicates he/she may quit before the season begins, please ask them or their parent/guardian to inform the league in writing.  It is in both the manager's and the family's best interest to notify TBB if the player is going to quit.  Players quitting before their season begins will receive their registration fee back in full, and the team will not have the player replaced (if one is available) until TBB is notified in writing.  TBB can be notified via don_harbin@yahoo.com.  Once the season begins there is no refund.

Players can register late.  In the neighborhood leagues late registrants are placed on the team with the least number of players closest to their home.  If this isn’t their neighborhood team, the late registrant can wait to see if an opportunity arises where he/she can be placed onto their neighborhood team.  In the draft leagues late registrants are placed on the team with the least number of players.  Once the game season begins rosters are frozen and new players cannot be added.

Recognizing these guidelines stated above, please:

1.
Do not make promises that a certain player will play with a certain team.  

2.
Realize that from year-to-year your team's rosters will change.
Registration questions can be e-mailed to don_harbin@yahoo.com.

IV.

Practice Field Assignments
Practice fields and times are assigned at the late March/early April General Membership meeting.  The order in which fields and times are selected is based on the managers with the most seniority points.  Practice times typically are for two-hour increments starting after 5:00 PM on weekdays and 8:00 AM on weekends. After each manager has selected a field the selection process will start from the top of the order again.  Please do not sign up for more than four practice fields.  Each manager will be given a City of Troy permit entitling them to the use of that field for that assigned time for the entire season.  

The City of Troy (Schools/Park & Rec) also assigns fields to Federation League teams.  They will choose four practice fields.  You may also consider to scrimmage other teams - it may be helpful to talk with the other manager and try to arrange time slots which back up to each other.

Please do not go to the Park & Recreation office requesting additional practice permits - TBB manages this on the City’s behalf and they will not issue additional permits.
Please realize these fields are used for practices and games, and games will take precedence over a practice.  Make-up games are sometimes scheduled without notice – please accept our apologies for the inconvenience if a make-up game overrides one of your practices.  Please do not use fields that have been prepped for a game. (i.e. chalked)
It is important to take this permit to the field with you in case someone else is using the field when you get there.  If they refuse to leave you should call the Troy Police, who will have them removed from the field.

At practices as well as games, please respect the privacy of the neighbors surrounding the fields.  This includes keeping people off their property and keeping the noise at an acceptable level.  It is extremely important that managers, coaches and parent do not drive vehicles onto the property.  TBB can lose the use of the fields if it abuses its privilege.
The board will attempt to post the practice field assignments on the web-site (www.troybaseballboosters.com).  That way if you want an additional practice but do not have a permit you can contact that other manager and see if you can use his time slot. 

V.

Baseball Building
The TBB Building (the “Shack”) is located just inside the entrance to Boulan Park on the south side of the park entrance road.  This is where the equipment and uniforms are stored, distributed and later returned.  The building is open from 7:30 to 9:30 PM every Wednesday from the equipment hand out date until the end of July.  You may stop by during these times to exchange defective equipment, sign out additional equipment, exchange uniforms, pick-up trophies and supplies.

VI.

Equipment
When you pick-up your equipment please inspect it to make sure you have received everything you were supposed to get and that it is in good working order.  You will sign a form at equipment handout and the same form at equipment turn-in. If any equipment is missing or in poor condition, please inform someone working at the building and they will replace it.  If you have a problem with the equipment anytime during the season please return it to the building prior to your next game.  If for some reason the building is not open prior to your next game please contact a board member to see if it’s possible to set up a time to exchange your equipment.  It is extremely important that players are not allowed to play with defective equipment especially if doing so would create a possible safety hazard.  In a pinch, managers of opposing teams are encouraged to share equipment if necessary.  Please remember to check your equipment often for possible defects.  If you have a left-handed catcher you may sign-out a left-handed catcher’s glove for the season. 

VII.

Baseballs
New baseballs will be provided when you receive your equipment.  Please do not use these for practice - practice balls will be provided in your equipment bag.  After each game you should get your ball back from the umpire and add it your practice collection.  At the end of the season please return all of the baseballs.  They will be inspected and used as practice balls for next season if they are in good condition.

If your game is suspended then restarted at a later date do not use a new baseball - use one of your practice balls.
In the Tee-Ball and Instructional League you will be given one game ball for each of your games.  For all other leagues you will be given one new ball for each game plus two additional baseballs (for example if you have sixteen games you will be given eighteen baseballs).  These extra two baseballs are for the playoffs at the end of the season.  Please take both to each playoff game.  Each team will provide one baseball to be used in the game.  The losing team manager will give the winning team manager the new unused baseball so that the manager will have two new balls to take to the next game.

VIII.

Uniforms
Tee-Ball- Each team will be issued two t-shirts.  Instructional through Senior-Each team will be issued sets of uniforms (two t-shirts and a vest; one pair of pants; and one pair of socks).  A TBB baseball cap will be provided to each player.  These hats should be worn properly at each game – substitute hats are NOT ALLOWED.  Each manager will receive some extra hats.  It is suggested he/she keep one or two with him/her in case a player forgets their hat.

Please make sure that each player’s uniform fits properly and is in good condition.  You should not have two players with the same number – if not make appropriate exchanges.  If the uniforms do not fit or at any time during the course of the season it becomes damaged, please bring it back to the Baseball Building and it will be replaced.  Please remember the uniform is an outward reflection of our league, and poor-fitting or damaged uniforms decrease our creditability.

At the end of the season the players are to return the pants and vests.  The players can keep the T-shirts, hat and socks.

IX.

Rules
TBB follows Michigan High School Athletic Association Rules unless specifically directed otherwise in the TBB rules found in the yearbook.  It is every manager’s responsibility to know and understand the rules for his respective league.  These rules are reviewed on a league-by-league basis with a board member present at the late March/early April General Membership meeting.  Even if they all agree, the managers are not allowed to change the rules.  At the July meeting members have the opportunity to make rule suggestions for the Board to evaluate in the off-season.

X.

Sponsors
Approximately 80% of TBB’s operating expenses are covered by registration.  Sponsors cover the remaining expenses, so it is vital to TBB’s survival to continue maintaining good relations with our sponsors.  Sponsors receive advertising in our yearbooks and on our website. At one of the June General Membership meetings the Board will distribute the sponsors’ thank you plaques.  If you can realistically do so, take yours and please deliver it to the sponsor along with a yearbook, and thank them for their support.  If you cannot do so don’t take the plaque – the board will deliver it.  TBB is always looking for sponsors – you can find the sponsor application form on the TBB website.  Sponsors can request that they sponsor a particular team on a first come first serve basis.

XI.

Scholarships
TBB awards a limited number of scholarships to participants that are high school seniors.  Applications are available at the website www.troybaseballboosters.com Winners are announced during the season.

XII.

Injuries
At the equipment pick-up you will receive a medical pouch.  If a player is hurt during the course of a game or practice please treat the injury accordingly.  If the player seeks additional treatment from a doctor or hospital, please a) As soon as possible contact the TBB Medical Officer via TBBcontact@hotmail.com, and b) have the player or his/her parents/guardian fill out our insurance form (available at www.troybaseballboosters.com).  TBB is covered with gap insurance – whatever is not covered by the player's insurance will be covered by this insurance.  Our carrier requires us to submit these forms to track injuries and, if necessary, process payments.  Filling out this form is extremely important to ensure the player is reimbursed promptly and to minimize the league's liability.

XIII.

Rain-out Line & Rescheduling Games

RainedOut is a subscription service that allows parents to register their email and/or their text messaging cell number to receive instantaneous notification when TBB has to cancel games due to weather circumstances. If you don't wish to register your email or cell phone with the RainedOut system, these same notifications will also appear directly on our website.   Go to www.troybaseballoosters.com and click on the button to register for the RainedOut system.  Do not play a game that has been canceled on website or via RainedOut.  The yearbook details rules regarding rescheduling rained-out games and other games that do not reach its conclusion.

TBB will allow any game to be rescheduled for any conflict under the following conditions.   The manager with the conflict must contact the opposing manager and get the game rescheduled BEFORE the first game is played in your league.  If you wait until after your league has begun game play, your reschedule request will be denied.
XIV. 
Hints/Suggestions for Games and Practices
1. Put a tape measure and a hammer in your equipment bag.  They’re handy for verifying base distances and finding the stakes.

2. Consider keeping the same batting order throughout the season, especially in the younger leagues.  Then every game move everyone up (or down) one position.  That way a) everyone has a chance to bat first, and b) the kids eventually realize every game they bat after the same person, helping to minimize confusion.

3. Game bases do not have to be used every practice – some managers purchase a set of rubber bases that are more convenient.

XV.

Game Results & Umpire Evaluation Reporting
The winning manager is responsible notifying the league of the game results via BonziTeam (the easiest way), or on the TBB web site under Managers Corner, Score Reporting, Enter Game Scores. The yearbook indicates how soon after the game the results must be turned in.  This report notes particulars about the game (league, date, score) and its highlights.

Managers from both teams are encouraged to turn in umpire evaluations for each game (via the web site).  This gives the league the opportunity to evaluate the umpires and hopefully provide some feedback and constructive suggestions.  

XVI.

League Heads
The Board will appoint league heads for each league.  Their primary responsibilities are to coordinate the rescheduling of rainout games.  

XVII.

Umpires
TBB recruits and trains local youth and other individuals to serve as umpires - often these are current TBB players.  If you know someone who is interested in being an umpire, either an adult or a player, please have him or her contact a Board member.  It is a great way to earn some extra spending money.  Also please remember much like our younger players young umpires are new and will make some mistakes.  Please try to help them learn without embarrassing or intimidating them.  Young, inexperienced umpires grow up to be fully qualified, experienced umpires.  

XVIII.
Ethics & Conduct
TBB has an established code of ethics for players, managers and coaches printed in the yearbook.  It is the responsibility of every TBB member to abide by the league rules and ethics.  A board member serves as the league’s ethics liaison and is listed in the yearbook.  Complaints regarding ethics violations should be made in writing to the ethics liaison (via TBBcontact@hotmail.com).  Remember that we’re all here to serve and respect the citizens of Troy and to provide them with an enjoyable, baseball experience.

Success is not judged only on wins and losses – it is also judged on your team’s overall baseball experience and how many players want to sign up to play again next season.

XIX.

Substitute Player Pool
Please ask your players and their parents/guardians to inform you when they will be missing a game.  At the beginning of the season you will be given a list of your league’s players and phone numbers.  To prevent forfeits, a substitute player may be drawn from this list allowing the game to be played.  The rules governing use of the substitute players will be outlined in the yearbook.
XX.

Pictures
Check the TBB yearbook or distributed schedules for the day that your leagues’ pictures will be taken.  You will be provided with the exact time and picture packets at the late April meeting – please distribute these packets to your players.  Please make sure all of your players wear their hat, the same color shirt, and that they bring a glove to the picture session.  As a manager it’s a good idea to bring extra shirts – inevitably a player wears the wrong color.  Please note that TBB does not make any money from the sale of pictures – it is a service provided to the players and their parents. 
XXI.

All-Star Day
All Star Day is held on a Saturday in mid-July each year.  All-stars are to be selected by the players, not the manager or coaches.  The managers should remind the players that their votes should not be based solely on ability or friendships – attitude, dedication and team spirit should be a contributing factor.  It is not a popularity contest.  You will receive your ballots at the June General Membership meeting and are required to turn them in at the next meeting.  

Managers with the best records as of July 1st will be the manager of the All-Star team.  If the 1st place manager cannot manage the team the second place manager will be selected.  The All-Star manager can have as many coaches as they want.  It is common courtesy to ask all of the other kid’s managers that make up your All-Star team to help coach, especially if their child is one of the players on the team.  Managers should use all players equally during the game.

XXII.

Trophies
Trophies are awarded to:

· all members of all Tee Ball and Instructional League teams

· winners of divisions or league during the regular season

· winners and runners-up of the championship game/series

· members of the all-star teams

Regular season trophies are available either late or after the season at the shack.  Playoff trophies are distributed at the championship game.  All-Star trophies are distributed at the All-Star game.  Sometimes extra trophies are available – please deliver one to the sponsor.

XXIII.
Board of Directors & Trustees Nominations
At the June General Membership meeting nominations will be taken for the next season’s board of directors and trustees.  You will also have an opportunity the night of the elections to nominate yourself or someone else.  It is critical to the successful operation of TBB to get innovative, energetic, responsible people to help run the organization.

XIV.

Seniority Points & Member Recognition
Seniority points are awarded to TBB members annually based on their level of TBB participation during the previous season in accordance with the following schedule:


Manager

2 Points


Coach


1 Point


League Head

1 Point


Board Member
2 Points


Trustee

1 Point

A maximum of three points can be earned in any single season.  Seniority points are used for granting TBB teams, priority in choosing practice fields, awarding tournament teams, and earning TBB recognition awards.  If a member does not participate during a particular season, two points are deducted.  Once the member reaches zero points he/she is no longer a TBB member.  On the all-star ballot there's a section in which the mangers names his/her two coaches.

Managers, coaches and other volunteers who have surpassed milestone seniority levels will receive special recognition in front of the membership, usually at the April meeting.

XXV.

Equipment and Uniform Turn-in
You will be notified of the dates and times to turn-in your equipment (typically the turn-in days are in August).  Please instruct your players to wash their uniforms before returning them.  All equipment will be inspected for damage and repaired prior to the next season.  Please be sure to return all practice balls.  If you are aware of any damage, please inform one of the people collecting the equipment.  If for some reason you are unable to turn-in your equipment please inform a board member as soon as possible so that other arrangements can be made.  Lately TBB has had a very difficult time collecting the equipment from the previous season.  Primarily this is caused by players failing to turn their uniforms back to their manager.  It is common for many families to leave for vacation immediately after the baseball season.  Therefore it's a good idea to have your players return their uniforms to you within a couple of days following your last game. 

Managers not turning in their equipment (or parts thereof) will be subject to further action, including but not limited to being billed, removal of seniority points, and/or removal from TBB (manager or player), so please turn in your equipment expeditiously.

Remember if at any time during the season you have a question, complaint, suggestion or problem please feel free to contact any Board member.  We are here to help you.









Kevin McAvoy








TBB Chairman









www.troybaseballboosters.com
