
May is always one of our busiest months of the year. While we are fighting to finish the season
strong in training, tournaments and league games, we're also looking ahead and planning for
the following season.

Competitive tryouts for our 2022-23 season began on May 1. However, lightning forced us off
the field and we had to reschedule. Fortunately, the weather cooperated for us on Monday
during Academy tryouts and on Wednesday for all of our other competitive teams. 

Player assessments are still ongoing, but many invitations to play competitive soccer with us
have  already  been  sent  out. We  expect  to  have 
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more competitive players than ever this fall,
including more competitive all-girls teams.

If you have questions about our tryouts or want to
attend one of our supplemental tryout days
coming up, please email Lee Blenman at
lee@floridaelitesa.com. 
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2022-23 COACHING ASSIGNMENTS

2004B  Elite NPL -NPL Coaches
2004B Premier - Dylan Barrett/Adrienne Love
2007B Elite NPL - NPL Coaches
2007B Premier (Wakulla) -Vinh Nguyen/
James Gordan/
Frank Dichio
2008B Elite NPL - NPL Coaches 
2008B Premier - Michael Strickland
2009B Elite NPL - NPL Coaches 
2009B Premier - Dylan Barrett/Adrienne Love
2010B Elite NPL - NPL Coaches 
2010 Premier - Will Lasley 
2011B Elite Pre-NPL - NPL Coaches 
2011B Premier - Travis Reaves/Quinton Williams
2012 Elite - Jono Williams
2012B Premier - Travis Reaves/Quinton Williams

NPL Coaches - Joel Di Castri, Myles Englis, 
Andrew Sullivan, Alex Thompson

2004G  Elite - Lee Blenman/Tony Voyles
2006G Elite - Jordan Godfrey/Jon McVaney 
2006-08G Premier - Samantha Williams/JD Crum
2008G Elite -Jordan Godfrey/Jon McVaney
2010G Premier - Ernesto Toledo/Dani Dayani 
2011-12G Premier (2 teams) - Dani Dayani/Cheena Paz

2013-16 Boys & Girls - 
Lee Blenman/
Nick Castro/
Morgan Powell/ 
Andrew Sullivan/
Brett Beemer

BOYS

GIRLS ACADEMY/
JUNIOR ACADEMY

In case you missed it leading up to our tryouts, we announced our anticipated coaching
assignments for 2022-23.  The coaching assignments will be finalized this summer.
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VICTORY IN MISSISSIPPI!

In April, several of our elite teams traveled to Gulfport, Mississippi to play in the 2022
Players Cup & All-Star Classic. This was the first time for our teams to play in this
tournament and the results were great. 

Three of our teams won championships in their age groups,
including our 2006 Elite Girls, 2010 Elite Boys and 2011 Elite
Boys. Our 2007 Elite Boys and 2009 Elite Boys also finished as
finalists. During the tournament our players, parents  and
coaches also enjoyed surprising  Coach Lee to celebrate his
50th birthday with cupcakes and laughs. 
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GET TO KNOW COACH JONO
In last month’s newsletter, we shared the great news
that our very own Coach Jono Williams was named
the 2022 All-Big Bend Girls Soccer Coach of the Year.
This month, we’re helping you get to know him
better. 

Coach Jono is a father of four kids, all of whom play
for Florida Elite. He played college soccer at Thomas
University and currently coaches our Academy
players. He is also the head coach of the Lincoln High
School Girls Soccer Team and a certified soccer
referee. To help you know Coach Jono better, we
asked him the following questions: 

Coaching high school girls seems like a very different
task than coaching players under ten years old. How
differently do you approach these coaching jobs?

You would think that, but I am often surprised by how I can use some of the same things
with both my high school team and my under-10 team. The tactical side of the game is a little
different, but as far as the technical aspect, I use a lot of the same activities. When it comes to
my approach, I try to treat each of my teams as the most important part of my day, as I feel
any player or team I coach deserves my best.  

What is something you’ve learned about coaching from being a parent on the sideline and
watching your kids play?

Watching my own kids, I have experienced them being among the stronger players on their
teams and also being closer to the bottom of their teams. I think seeing this from that side
has made me more aware of it as a coach. As much as I want to win every game I am a part of,
the last thing I want to do as a coach is make anyone not enjoy being a part of my team. 



When you are coaching young players, what is the
biggest lesson or skill you hope they learn over the
course of a season?

I really enjoy coaching the younger players. With them,
it isn't always about winning every game, or perfecting
their ability to make the right decisions on the ball, but
simply growing a love for the game. Although it can be
frustrating at times when I am trying to leave practice,
my favorite thing to see is when players want to stick
around and keep playing soccer after they just finished
a 90-minute training. When players develop a love for
the game at a young age, the rest will come naturally.
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How does being an experienced referee help you be a better coach?

I have been a certified referee for over 20 years. Whether I am playing, coaching or reffing, I
am going to make mistakes. That is a part of life. However, coaches, players, and parents
often expect referees to be perfect. Though it is hard at times, I try to remember this while
coaching. Referees are not perfect and bad calls happen at all levels of the game. I try to coach
my players to only worry about the things they can control. That does not include the
referee, the other team or the spectators. Just go play the game they love to play.
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MAY 7

FLORIDA CLUB LEAGUE GAMES
TAMPA, FL 

MAY 14-15
TRIDENT CUP

PANAMA CITY, FL 

BIG WAVE CLASSIC
FOLEY, AL
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FCL CHAMPIONSHIP IN REACH

MAY 7-8

FRIENDLY GAMES
TIFTON, GA

MAY 21-22
ASG CAPITAL CUP
TALLAHASSEE, FL

Our first season in the Florida Club League has been a
great success. This weekend, we will complete our FCL
season of games with our 2009 Elite Boys in position to

finish undefeated and at the top of their table. Meanwhile, our 2008 Elite Boys are in position
to finish their FCL season with only one loss. 

The FCL is beneficial because it gives our club the chance to compete against top clubs
around the state. It also gives us the chance to play meaningful games with results that can
promote our teams to play better and better competition in the future.

If our 2009 Elite Boys finish first as expected, they can travel to North Carolina this summer
to compete in the National Premier League Playoffs against other NPL state champions.
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APRIL PHOTO ALBUM
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FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

We're posting more photos and videos than ever on social media. Follow us to keep up with
the latest TTHFC news and to see our players in action. We also encourage you to tag us in
your photos on social media or send them to chris@tthfc.org.

@TTHFC_soccer@TallahasseeTottenhamHotspurFC@floridaelite_tally

Looking for fun activities for your kids this summer? Or  looking to help your kids get back
in soccer shape after spending lazy days at the beach? Join us for our Summer Skills or Pre-
Season Training camps beginning the week of July 11. Registration is now open at tthfc.org.


