
Yucaipa Valley Little League 

2022 50/70 Division Ground Rules 

 

The Board of Directors from the Yucaipa valley National Little League have determined that the 50/70 

Division will play its season in accordance with the official playing rules of Little League Baseball Rules 

and Regulations 2022, subject to the following additions and amendments: 

 

1) Batting Order - The batting order shall be continuous with all the players on the team roster present 

at the start of the game, throughout the game. 

2) Minimum Play Time - Every player present at the start of a game will play a minimum of six (6) 

defensive outs and bat at least once per game. Defensive substitutions and reentry are allowed at every 

position throughout the game, with the exception of the pitcher. Managers must make every effort to 

comply with this rule, even in a potential “Mercy Rule” game – there are no exceptions. 

3) Pitch Count - Little League International Rule’s will govern in regards to pitching. 

a) The number of pitches which may be thrown in any given time period & the mandatory rest 

periods will be strictly enforced. 

4) Mercy rule - If after four (4) innings, (three and one/half (3 ½) innings, if the home team is ahead), 

one team has a lead of ten runs or more, the manager of the team with the least runs shall concede the 

victory to the opponent. 

5) Minimum Players - A team must have a minimum of nine (9) healthy and capable players, present at 

the start and completion of the game for it to be considered an official game. Should a team have less 

than nine (9), the game will be scored as loss by forfeit. Managers are encouraged to utilize Pool Players 

in the event they believe they will have less than nine players. If one team ends up with only eight 

players, for reasons of injury or illness only, the game will be stopped immediately. The official 

scorekeeper will note where the game was stopped, (inning, batter, pitcher and pitch count). The 

balance of the game will be scheduled to resume exactly where it left off immediately before the next 

scheduled meeting between the teams. 

6) Truant Players - Should a player arrive after the game begins, the manager has the right to not allow 

the player in the game. However if the manager chooses to allow the player to enter the game, all 

mandatory playing time rules will apply and the player will be placed at the end of the lineup submitted 

prior to the start of the game. 

7) Game Length - A regulation game consists of six (6) innings; there is no time limit. All games will be 

played until a winner is determined. Unless: 

a) Extended because of a tie 



b) Shortened due to mercy rule (example: The home team doesn’t need any runs in its ½ of the 

sixth inning.) 

c) Umpire and Board Member on Duty deem conditions unsafe. 

▪ If a game is called, it is considered a regulation game if four (4) innings, three 

and one/half (3 ½) innings (if the home team is ahead) have been completed. 

▪ If a game is called before it has become a regulation game, but after one (1) or 

more innings have been played, it shall be resumed (at a later date) exactly 

where it left off. (All records, including pitching shall be counted). The balance 

of the game will be scheduled to resume immediately before the next scheduled 

game between the teams. 

▪ All efforts will be made to reschedule any canceled game between teams. 

10) Umpire Decisions - All Umpire judgment decisions are final. No manager, coach, spectator or player 

shall publicly* express objection to any judgment decision. Failure to abide by this rule is grounds for 

disciplinary action by the BOD.  

a) It is the Manager’s responsibility to advise all players and player parents / relatives to 

refrain from verbally or physically expressing disagreement with an Umpires judgment call. It is 

ultimately the Manager’s responsibility to have professionalism enforced and maintained 

throughout the dugout and the stands.  

11) Protests - Should the Manager have reasonable doubt in an Umpires Decision, as it relates to the 

rules, the manager may appeal the decision and ask that a correct ruling be made. All protests will 

attempt to be resolved immediately by the board member(s) on duty from the league(s). Should a 

manager believe that the ruling is still uncorrected, the following will take place: 

a) The Scorekeeper will record the time/place of the protest 

b) The manager will file an official protest. The matter will be reviewed by the protest 

committee as soon as possible. Should the protest committee determine an incorrect ruling was 

made / the game will be scheduled to resume (at the point the protest was recorded in the 

earlier game) immediately before the next scheduled game between the teams. 

Note: The Protest Committee will include four (4) members – two members from each respective board 

if playing interleague. Otherwise, the YVNLL protest committee will preside. 

12) Cleats - Metal Cleats are permitted. It is the responsibility of the BOD, Managers, in correspondence 

with the Safety Officer, that all 50/70 players and player parents understand safety concerns in regards 

to wearing metal cleats during field paly.  

13) Sliding – All sliding styles are permitted (Feet First / Head First) when an offensive player is 

attempting to reach base safely.  

14) Leading off – Base runners are allowed to lead off following the guidelines of Little League rules. 

15) Balking – Balking will be called against any pitcher at the umpires discretion following the guidelines 

of Little League rules.  



16) Plays Home Plate – All base runners are required to slide into home plate if there is a close* 

defensive play to be made. There will be, under no circumstances, any direct contact that can be 

described as “collision” due to base path obstruction by a defensive player. Violations of this rule, as 

determined by the Umpire, will be grounds for immediate ejection from the game and possible 

disciplinary action. (Close* as deemed by an umpire in which there is legitimate reason to believe a 

potential defensive out could be made)   

17) Field Set Up - The home team is responsible for setting up the field of play. 

18) Filed Tear Down - The visiting team is responsible for taking down the field if they are playing the 

final game of the day. 

19) Inter League Set-up / Tear Down - During an interleague game, the team playing on their home field 

is responsible for set-up and clean-up. Both teams are responsible for cleaning up their dugouts and 

stands.  

20) Conduct – Managers, coaches, umpires and players must conduct themselves in a courteous and 

respectful manner at all times. Conduct to the contrary will not be tolerated in any form. Violation of 

this rule will be met with action by the BOD. 

 

 


