
 

Update on the 2020 Season 
May 18, 2020 
 
Mercer Island Little League Families, 
 
We hope that this letter finds you safe and healthy. 
 
Our Little League Board has been closely monitoring the situation and discussing options to 
salvage some level of practice and/or competition for 2020. While youth sports continue to be 
on hold, there is a possibility that we are allowed to get back out on the field before the official 
close of the Little League season on Labor Day. We aren’t in a position to judge the likelihood of 
that possibility, but we’ve been contemplating what we’d do if presented the chance. 
 
This letter includes updates on a number of associated topics: 

Survey Results 
Results from a recent survey of MILL families to gauge interest in a summer season. 

Social Distancing Plan 
Preliminary thoughts on how we might modify competition to mitigate viral transmission. 

Season Resumption Timelines 
The governor’s Safe Start Washington plan and how it relates to the Little League season. 

2020 Fees and Refunds 
Update on how we intend to handle 2020 fees, credits, and requests for refund. 

Updates from District 9, Washington State, and Little League International 
What we are hearing from “up the chain”. 
 
As always, please don’t hesitate to reach out if you have any questions not addressed here. We 
hope to see you on the field this summer, but in the meantime, stay home, stay safe, and stay 
sane. 
 

Mercer Island Little League Board and Mercer Island Boys & Girls Club   
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https://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/SafeStartWA_4May20.pdf


 

Survey Results 
In early May we sent out a survey to gauge interest in a summer season (should we get the 
chance). We received over 330 responses, representing about 75% of Mercer Island Little 
Leaguers - thank you! 
 
We were pleasantly surprised to hear that the majority of families remain very interested in 
playing baseball this year, with over 76% leaning towards playing an abbreviated season 
starting around July 1st.  
 
Results varied by division, but every age group had more than half of respondents leaning yes. 
In general, older age groups indicated a higher interest in playing than the youngest divisions. 
 
The survey comments indicate 
that there are two main reasons 
that 26% of families are leaning 
no. Roughly half of the families 
want to prioritize other summer 
plans over baseball (i.e. travel or 
other summer sports). The other 
half is not comfortable with the 
health risks associated with youth 
baseball / softball. 
 
Based on the results of the survey, 
the Board has concluded that we 
should remain open-minded about 
a return to play later this summer if 
public health officials allow it. 
 
There are many moving parts 
associated with a possible return 
to play, and the remainder of this 
document provides a high level 
update on each. 
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https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAa__ZUj-sxUNlJTTk5JS1NXWlQyMUJZTTRCRE40NlU0UC4u


 

Social Distancing Plan 
If/when public health officials approve a return to youth sports, we believe it prudent to 
re-examine all aspects of the game to see if we can mitigate the risk of infection while 
preserving the enjoyment of the game. 
 
Though we are still many weeks away from being able to implement these practices, the board 
has begun planning so that we can be ready if health authorities give us permission to resume. 
Our work was not intended to accelerate a return to play. Rather, it is an effort to prioritize safety 
and reassure families that we will restart thoughtfully. 
 
The plan has garnered interest from other leagues within D9, and was socialized all the way up 
to Little League International in Williamsport. But we expect this plan to continue to evolve as 
we hear about best practices from around the country. 
 
A few critical caveats to the plan linked to below. 

● We will only implement this plan after applicable state and local restrictions have been 
lifted.  The plan is in addition to (not in lieu of) other requirements. 

● The plan will be reviewed regularly and adjusted for effectiveness, including if/when 
government guidance changes. 

● This specific plan focuses on player pitch divisions (Majors, Coast, and AAA).AA, A 
Sluggers and T-ball will have a plan customized for them as well.  

● Some of our divisions interlock with other District 9 leagues. For those divisions, 
modifications will have to be coordinated with the other interlock leagues. 

 
A Plan for Socially Distant Little League Games 
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https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PC8DIevUIuP9NdvUuRf4LhTFgVy3BUFJv8kg6NVWQP4/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PC8DIevUIuP9NdvUuRf4LhTFgVy3BUFJv8kg6NVWQP4/edit?usp=sharing


 

Season Resumption Timelines 
Now that Governor Inslee has published the four phase plan to re-opening the State of 
Washington, we can begin to see where youth sports and Mercer Island Little League might fit 
in. 
 
Phase 3 allows for outdoor group recreational sports activities with up to 50 people. We believe 
this includes youth sports and that Mercer Island Little League could have games and practices 
with no more than 50 people. 
 
 
We are currently in phase 1, which we expect to last at least until the end of May. Each 
subsequent phase is expected to last a minimum of three weeks, which means that we could be 
in Phase 3 no sooner than late June. 
 
A tentative plan would have us starting practices/games at the end of June or early July. 
Practices and games would be held during the week with no games on the weekends. Teams 
would practice followed by a game on the same day. Depending on the division this would mean 
teams have a  Mon/Wed or Tue/Thur practice/game schedule. Teams will have two games a 
week ending around August 15th.  
 
However, this timeline affords us a relatively narrow window in which we could conduct an 
abbreviated season.. Like you, we will be following the governor’s announcements closely! 
 
Safe Start Washington: A Phased Approach to Recovery 
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Refunds 
Naturally, many families have inquired about the timing of credits or refunds of the fees they 
paid for the 2020 season. 
 
We have had many discussions on this topic, but have elected to postpone a final decision 
while we wait to see whether and how much of a season can be salvaged.  
 
It is important to understand that many expenses were incurred before the shutdown in 
preparation for the 2020 season. For example, Uniforms were ordered. Equipment was 
procured and provided to coaches for some divisions. Field reservations for early season 
practices were paid for. The exact cost per player is different depending on the division, but it is 
safe to say that all divisions have incurred some cost. Those details will be communicated to 
families towards the end of June.  
 
We also want to plan for the possibility that we will have an abbreviated season later this 
summer. To the extent that we can return to play, some expenses will have been deferred but 
not avoided. 
 
We also realize that many families have experienced a rapid change in their financial situation, 
and we want to help them meet their financial obligations. If you need a refund and need it now, 
please contact miathletics@positiveplace.org. 
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Updates from District 9, Washington State, and Little 
League International 
Little League International has announced the cancelation of their World Series and Regional 
tournaments. These events involve cross-country and international travel, and involve large 
numbers of staff, vendors, and spectators. As such, it was not practically for them to go ahead 
with these events. 
 
Little League International has offered their full support, however, to local leagues that are able 
to move ahead with the blessing of local and state health authorities. Washington State Little 
League has canceled the state All Star tournaments, but is also hopeful that local leagues will 
get the chance to play baseball and softball in 2020. 
 
Mercer Island Little League has been working closely with District 9 (which encompasses much 
of eastern King County) to explore options for the summer. Though some District 9 leagues 
have already decided to cancel their 2020 season, other leagues remain interested in 
preserving a season if we get to Phase 3 soon enough.  
 
We will be in touch as more details emerge.  
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https://www.littleleague.org/news/little-league-cancels-2020-world-series-and-region-tournaments/

