
I want to tell you my story.   

My name is Tony Vittorio.  I have been proud, honored, and humbled to have been the head 
baseball coach at The University of Dayton (18 years), Indiana University Purdue University Fort 
Wayne (3 years), Lincoln Trail College (4 years), as well as an assistant baseball coach at Indiana 
University (1 year), and the University of Kentucky (2 years).  Currently, I am the Head Baseball 
Coach at Wilmington College.  I have coached college baseball for over 30 years.  Although I 
cherish every moment in the coaching profession, I am also sincerely passionate about assisting 
youth, high school, college students, athletes, and coaches in becoming the best they possibly 
can be in the classroom, community, and on the playing fields.  Let’s face it; we are all in search 
of happiness.  I want people to be able to find happiness through their passions.      

You see, I had the unique opportunity to grow up right across the street from a very prominent 
Little League on the Southside of Indianapolis, Southport Little League.  I literally woke up on 
Saturday and Sunday mornings to the crowd.  My friends and I, along with the kids from the 
surrounding neighborhoods, considered Southport Little League our home during the spring 
and summer months.  The lessons that I learned about the great game of baseball, as well as 
the more important game of life, made me who I am today.  I was instructed by some very 
passionate baseball people that not only taught me the game of baseball but taught me the 
core values of life.  

As a collegiate baseball coach, I have experienced, with my own eyes, the fall of teaching the 
proper fundamentals associated with the game of baseball as well as core values of life within 
youth, high school, and college baseball.        

It is time to eliminate the days that, as parents, coaches and leaders, we sit in the crowds, in 
our living rooms, and behind our desk, and continue to repeat statements like “these kids are 
not like we use to be”  or “there is a sense of entitlement with kids this day and age”  or  
“people do not work hard enough and are not as loyal as we were.”  In reality, the reason that 
kids are lacking core values in life is because, as adults, we are not teaching and leading people 
in the right direction.  Throughout my baseball playing and coaching opportunities, I have 
learned the proper way to lead students and athletes in the classroom, community, and on the 
playing fields.  We need to learn to lead and lead to serve.  I want to serve by providing the 
proper fundamentals and core values associated with athletics but more importantly with the 
great game of life.  

Some people will ask me, “are you crazy?”  I might be crazy but, it is time to lead people in the 
right direction.  We have been put on this earth for a reason.  After years of experience with 
amateur and college baseball as well as with people in general, I have come to the conclusion 
that it is time for me to give back and lead in the right direction.  It is time for me to use my 
humbling experiences and be an integral “piece of the puzzle” in the development of people 
simply becoming the best they possibly can be and finding happiness. 
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