
2018 COAST SOFTBALL INTERLOCK PLAYING RULES 
14 Games 
Season March 24th to June 3rd 

Sammamish (2), SVLL (2), Falls (1) and Eastlake (2): 7 team interlock 

Unless otherwise stated all games will be played in accordance with the 2017 Little League 

Official Softball Regulations and Playing Rules. 

1. Time Limits: Any inning started after 1hr and 45 minutes from the scheduled 
start time will be declared as last inning. For the last “declared inning”, each team 
can bat the entire lineup if three outs are not recorded. Their half-inning will be 
over at the first instance of: three outs or entire line-up batted. If there are more 
players on one team than another the larger number of batters will be used. 
Example, if one team has 10 players and the other has 11 players, then the team 
with the smaller number can bat up to 11 players if three outs are not recorded 
first. If a game immediately follows, then the umpire can call a hard stop time at 2 
hours and the final score is determined by the last full inning played. 
Rescheduling/Forfeiture:  All games must be played and scheduled by the 
leagues’ schedulers.  The home team will notify the opposing team and local 
league official if a game is cancelled due to weather 2 hours prior to game time. 
Unless notified show up at the prearranged field regardless of the weather. 
Games may be rescheduled due to lack of players for school, church, girl scouts 
or other league sponsored activities. The opposing manager and the local 
league official must be notified as early as possible. The home team manager 
must notify Arbiter immediately when cancelling a game so the umpires get 
notified. If a team is unable to field 9 players, this shall not be grounds for 
automatic forfeiture, but shall be referred to the local league officials. 
Rescheduled games must be arranged between the home team’s scheduler and 
the away team’s scheduler, ASAP. 
Umpires: The home team will provide 1 umpires for the game 
Field Prep: The home team is responsible for preparing the field. 
Game Balls: A regulation optic yellow 11” leather softball will be used. 
Scorekeeping: The home team shall keep the official game book. Upon 
conclusion of the game both managers will sign the official scorebook 
acknowledging that all players listed in the batting order played the minimum play 
time requirements outlined in Section 9 of this document. 
Batting Order: The continuous batting order will be used. Teams shall bat 
straight through the order (this includes all players present, even if they have not 
yet played in the field). All eligible players must appear on the line-up and given 
to the umpire at the plate meeting. Players who arrive after the game starts shall 
be placed at the bottom of the lineup as it appeared at the start of the game. An 
injured baserunner will be replaced by the last player that that made an out, after 
alerting the umpire. Any player that leaves early or is unable to play due to injury 
shall simply be removed from the lineup. Both teams shall provide the umpire 
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and official scorekeeper with a copy of the team batting order including names 
and numbers prior to first pitch. 

Batters: Batters must keep one foot in the batter’s box during their at-bat. (Page 89 in 

Softball). 

Summary: 
 After entering the batter’s box, the batter must remain in the box with at least one foot 
throughout the at bat. 

Exceptions: 

Penalty: 
 If the batter leaves the batter’s box or delays play and none of the exceptions apply, the 
umpire shall warn the batter. After one warning on a batter, the umpire shall call a strike. 
Any number of strikes can be called on each batter. 
Minor/Major Division Baseball and All Softball Divisions: No pitch has to be thrown, 
the ball is dead, and no runners may advance. 

8. Playing Time: Minimum playing time is per Rule 4.04 and Reg IV (I) of the Little 
League Softball Official Regulations and Playing Rules. Each player in 
attendance at a game, except in extenuating circumstances, shall not sit out 
more than 2 defensive innings regardless of the number of official innings played, 
unless all other players have sat out at least 3 defensive outs. In a game of 5 ½ 
or more innings the manager shall assure that each player plays 2 innings of the 
game at positions other than in outfield. 
Run Limit: Each team may accumulate a maximum of five (5) runs per inning. 
The 5 run limit applies does not apply to the last declared inning or extra innings. 
Per the Little League Softball Official Regulations and Playing Rules the 15 run 
rule will go in to effect after 3 innings and the 10 run rule will go into effect after  
4 innings. 
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10. Base Stealing: A runner may advance (steal) one base only, per pitch once the 
ball crosses the plate. Play ends when pitcher has possession of ball in circle 
and runner has ceased to advance. (Example:  Batter walks and advances to 
2nd base without stopping at 1st. This is legal as the walk entitled the batter to 1st 
base and the batter/runner stole 2nd base on the same pitch. However, the 
batter runner can’t advance to 3rd until the 1st pitch to the next batter even if 
during the attempt to make an out at 2nd results in an overthrow). Stealing home 
is allowed. Starting May 1, 2018 open to unlimited stealing.   No drop 3rd strike 
allowed. 

1. When forced out of the box by a pitch. 
2. When the batter attempts a “drag bunt” in Baseball [or attempts a “slap” or “slap 

bunt” in Softball] 
3. When a runner is on third and there may be a play at the plate. 
4. When time has been called. 
5. On a three ball count pitch that is a strike that the batter thinks is a ball. 

 



11. Pitching: Pitchers may only pitch a maximum of three (3) innings or 9 defensive 
outs per game. If the game goes beyond a 6th inning (extra innings) any pitcher 
that had already pitched their maximum 3 innings may pitch one (1) additional 
extra inning or 3 defensive outs. Pitchers will pitch from a 35’ rubber. A pitcher 
can return as a pitcher any time in the game, but only once in the same inning, if 
they have not pitched their maximum number of innings (i.e. they do not have to 
remain in the field to come back as pitcher). 

12. Removal of Pitchers: Pitchers if they hit 3 or more girls or in the same inning, at 

the umpire’s discretion, she may be removed from the pitching position. Said 

pitcher may remain in the game at another position or later re-enter the game at 

another position at her manager’s discretion. Umpires should not remove 

pitchers pursuant to this rule unless, in the umpire’s sole discretion, the batters 

are making an attempt to get out of the way. 

13. Schedule: Games start on March 24, 2018 end June 3, 2018...14 game 
schedule. Start the unlimited stealing on May 1, 2017. 

 

 


