North Cincy Softball League By-Laws – Updated for 2026 Season
This document contains the bylaws by which each community who participates in the North Cincy Softball League agrees to abide.   The North Cincy Softball League shall be referred to in these bylaws as the NCSL.  The league is not a separate legal entity but a loose affiliation of community softball organizations that have come together to form intercommunity age-based leagues for the purpose of providing all girls in NCSL participating communities the opportunity to play softball. 
The purpose of the Bylaws is to provide the guidelines and governance procedures by which the NCSL will operate and make decisions relative to league operating matters. 
Rules governing NCSL game play in all age-based leagues have been established in a separate NCSL document titled “2026 Spring Rules”.  Every attempt has been made to align the rules for NCSL league play with that of the Unites States Specialty Sports Association (USSSA) rules with exceptions deemed appropriate based on the skill level of each league.   We urge everyone to take the time to read the League Rules so that there is a clear understanding of the rules and regulations of league play. Any rule not covered by the rule book will be governed by the USSSA Rule Book (www.usssa.com). 
The following communities have agreed to participate in the NCSL and agree to participate and abide by these bylaws and the NCSL rules as outlined in that document for the 2026 Softball Season.
· Anderson Youth Fastpitch
· Butlerville Softball
· Centerville
· Clinton-Massie Softball
· Edgewood
· Fairfield
· Hamilton Fairfield
· Kings Softball
· Lakota Sports Organization
· Lebanon Fastpitch Association
· Little Miami Softball
· Loveland Softball Association
· Mason Youth Softball 
· Middletown
· Milford Youth Softball
· Monroe Youth Softball
· Oxford
· Pisgah Youth Organization
· Ross
· Springboro
· Waynesville
· Wilmington Softball



2026 North Cincy Softball League Personnel 
League President 
· Jack Brown				Mason Youth Softball		 

Scheduling Director
· Brittany Leuzinger			Lebanon Fastpitch Association

League Executive Board
· Jack Brown				Mason Youth Softball 
· Daniel Colpi				Lakota Sports Organization
· Curt Goodwin    			Lebanon Fastpitch Association

Voting Members (full members only; not within probationary period) 
· Butlerville Softball			
· Clinton-Massie Softball			
· Edgewood 				
· Hamilton Fairfield			
· Kings Softball				
· Lakota Sports Organization		
· Lebanon Fastpitch Association		
· Little Miami Softball			
· Loveland Softball Association		
· Mason Youth Softball 			
· Monroe Youth Softball 			
· Pisgah Youth Organization		

Non-Voting Members 
· Anderson Youth Softball		
· Centerville				
· Middletown				
· Milford	Youth Softball			
· Oxford 					
· Ross					
· Springboro				
· Waynesville				
· Wilmington Softball			
North Cincy Softball League Bylaws
I. PURPOSE AND OBJECTIVES 

a. The purpose of the North Cincy Softball League (NCSL) is: 

i. To provide girls softball for as many children as possible in our respective communities. 
ii. To teach basic knowledge of the game of softball and to develop character in the children by teaching them to play together fairly, abide by the rules, and to win and lose like sportsmen. 

b. The NCSL provides different level leagues of play in each age division as follows, and is dependent on number of teams registered: 

i. A Level (10u, 12u, 14u divisions) – Advanced Level or All-Star teams formed via tryouts or evaluations
1. The A level will allow up to two (2) select players per team (must meet residency requirements)
ii. B Level North (10u division only) – Higher level B teams or 1st year A level teams
1. B Level North will allow 1st year A teams up to two (2) 2nd year players per team (no select players allowed for B North)
2. 1st year A level teams that want to join the B North division must be approved by the League Board
iii. B Level South – Lower level B teams (no select players)

iv. The goal of the team formation process is for each community to construct teams of equal talent and avoid situations of forming teams that are superior to other teams from that community. 
v. Relative to team formation in the A League, each community may follow any process they would like so long as all girls meet each community’s player registration and league residency requirements. 
vi. If a community participating in the NCSL does not have enough players to form a team in either the A or B leagues at any particular age level, it may request the league to allow those affected players to register with another neighboring community already participating in the NCSL. 

c. Each community organization retains the authority for its player registration process and player fees. 
d. Each community organization is responsible for fielding, outfitting, and equipping its teams for league play. Games will be played on the home team’s community fields with that community’s umpires. Each community organization is responsible for the payment of umpire fees for their respective home games.
e. For all B league games, participating community umpires are not required to be USSSA certified.   For all A league games, participating community umpires are required to be USSSA certified. 

II. ORGANIZATION

a. The NCSL will be governed by a Board of Directors, hereafter referred to as the Board, which shall be elected according to these Bylaws. 
b. The members shall be comprised of one (1) representative from each participating community organization. Each community will elect or appoint a representative to the league each year. 
c. The Board will elect a League president on an annual basis.  The president will be responsible for the overall operation of the league.  The league president will be chosen by a simple majority vote by the NCSL Board members. 

d. The League President will:

i. In conjunction with the community representative(s), be responsible for any items that involve player, coach, parent and spectator behavior, rule interpretation, protests, disciplines, suspensions, or any other league matter.
ii. Operating expenses associated with league (general admin, league website, etc.) will be the responsibility of the league president.

e. The Scheduling Director will:

i. Schedule all league games and provide a schedule no later than 2 weeks prior to the start of league play.
ii. Will act as the League Website Coordinator and be responsible for maintaining the league website and ensuring coaches are reporting all game score results.
iii. Each District will pay a fee of $15.00 per team entered as compensation to the Scheduling Director.   This fee must be paid prior to final schedules being posted.    

f. Each community organization will maintain its organizational autonomy (relative to concessions, teaching philosophy, coach selection, liability insurance, uniforms, equipment, umpire selection, player registration, team formation (see above), field maintenance, etc…) and will continue to bear their respective costs associated with running their organizations and teams. 
g. The NCSL is a league for northern Cincinnati community softball play only and is not a merger of community softball organizations. 
h. The NCSL Board will be responsible for maintaining the NCSL Rulebook and holding players, managers, coaches, parents, and spectators accountable to such rules. At the beginning of each year, the Board will entertain proposed league rule changes. Such proposed rule changes may only be proposed by a Board member. Any proposed rule changes must be approved by a simple majority vote of the Board. As it relates to proposed rule changes specific to a particular age-based league, a Board member is not eligible to vote on such proposed rule changes if the community for which the Board member represents did not have a team compete in that league the previous season. 

III. RULES AND REGULATIONS

a.  The rules and regulations outlined in the following paragraphs are the common set of rules and regulations for the NCSL league. All league play shall be governed by the Official USSSA Softball Rules except as noted in the NCLS League Rules that contain the exceptions to the USSSA rules specific to our league play.

IV. ELIGIBILITY RULES 

a. To be eligible to play, each girl must register with their applicable community recreation softball organization and meet the NCYS League’s residency requirements. 
b. If a participating community does not have enough girls to field a team in a particular league but has girls interested in playing softball, those girls may register to play in the league by registering through a neighboring participating community so long as such registration does not violate that community’s registration requirements.
c. All A-level teams are required to submit a roster to the league president prior to the start of the season that includes player names, birth years, home address, contact phone number, and school they attend.

V. GENERAL LEAGUE STRUCTURE 

a. Each league will be structured as follows but will be dependent on the number of teams registered in each age division. Final league structure will be determined by league president: 

i. 6U Coach-Pitch/T-Ball League – 1 level only
ii. 8U Coach Pitch League – 1 level only
iii. 10U Player Pitch Leagues – A, B-North and B-South
iv. 12U Player Pitch Leagues – A and B only
v. 14U Player Pitch Leagues – A and B only
vi. High School – 1 level only

b. All leagues will have a scheduled fourteen (14) game regular season schedule except the 6U leagues, which will have a twelve (12) game regular season schedule.
c. There is no set number of games guaranteed in any of the league regular seasons.
d. Once a team has experienced a regular season game rain out, it is the team manager’s responsibility to work with their community field scheduler and opposing manager to reschedule rained out games. 
e. If regular season rained out games cannot be rescheduled before commencement of the year end league tournament, they will not be rescheduled. 
f. There are not any trophies or like awards given annually by the League for the regular season.   Champions and runners-up in the season ending tournament will be awarded medals and/or trophies. 

VI. VIOLATING RULES

a. Managers, coaches, and players who violate the NCSL rules will be subject to review by the Board and may be subject to suspension by the League possibly for the remainder of the regular season and post season tournament play if such suspension is warranted by the determination of the League Board. 
b. Any parent and/or coach that is suspended by the League for violation of rules, including removal from a game by an umpire, must serve their suspension in conjunction with their child.  i.e. If a parent is thrown out of a game by an umpire and the League suspends the parent for 2 games, the child of that parent will also be suspended for 2 games. 
c. The League has a Zero Tolerance Policy for parent and coach behavior and will enforce suspensions accordingly. 
NCSL PLAYER EQUIPMENT RULES

d. Each community shall be responsible at their cost for outfitting their community teams with the proper uniform attire and softball equipment. 

VII. LEAGUE TOURNAMENTS

a. All league regular seasons will be followed by a single elimination tournament, with the exception of the 6U League which will not have season ending tournament. 
b. In the event any league is comprised of four (4) teams or less, the league will play a double elimination tournament. 
c. It is expected that each team will participate and play in the year end post season league tournament. Failure to do so negatively impacts the opportunity for other teams in the league to play additional games. However, if for some reason a team is unable to play in the tournament, the coach of that team must notify the league director by June 15th of their decision not to participate. 
d. The NCSL Board will decide each year which communities will host each age-based league tournament. 
e. The NCSL tournament host community will be responsible for all aspects of hosting the tournament including field scheduling, game times, umpires, award presentation, Manager/Coach communication. 
f. To be eligible to participate in the league tournament, a player must have been on the team’s roster prior to the start of the season and played in at least half (50%) of her team’s regular season games. If, due to injury, a player did not play in at least half (50%) of her team’s regular season games, the player shall be eligible to participate in the year end league tournament. 
g. All league tournament games shall abide by the same run rules and game time limits as during the regular season. 
h. When a tournament game is tied after the time limit has expired, the international tie-breaker rules shall be in effect at the start of the next inning and play shall continue until a winner is determined. The international tie-breaker rules require the team at bat begin the inning with a runner at second base. The player representing the last out of the previous inning is the runner that occupies second base to begin the inning. 
i. Team seeding for each league tournament will be based on a team’s position in the regular season league standings one (1) week prior to the tournament start.   Team seeding is defined in the NCSL Rules document 
j. The higher seed (i.e. lower numerical seed) is always the home team for tournament games.  
