
 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

ALL COACHES/UMPIRES/OFFICERS/LEAGUE STAFF-VOLUNTEERS 

[The Appropriate Area Softball League*] is a non-profit recreational softball organization that provides all 

of our registered players the opportunity to learn, participate and enjoy the sport of t-ball and softball.  Every 

child is guaranteed a spot to play on our teams regardless of their ability or expertise in the sport, thus 

creating a positive softball experience through the importance of teamwork, sportsmanship and ethical 

behavior at all times.   

 

Therefore, a Code of Conduct has been adopted by the League to maintain a positive and safe 

environment for all players, coaches, parents, officials and league volunteers/staff.  It is understood that 

by registering to participate in the league, you, your fans, and associates agree to abide by the Rules as set 

forth in this document while on the playing or practice field or at any League sanctioned event, whether at 

“home” or “away” functions. We understand that sports are competitive by nature; however our first and 

foremost goal for our players is to learn to play and respect the game.  

 

Coaches (Head/Assistant), Umpires, League Staff and Officers:  As a volunteer of the 

organization/league*, I do hereby abide by the following rules and regulations: 

 To consent to a background check. 

 To show respect and demonstrate exemplary behavior at all times when dealing with parents, coaches, 

assistant coaches, umps, spectators and other personnel involved in the sport. 

 To encourage good sportsmanship by demonstrating positive support and to promote fair play for all 

players, coaches, and officials at every game, practice or other youth sports event.  

 To encourage and support players. Provide constructive feedback. Take time to offer praise whenever the 

youth does anything praiseworthy. Focus on the positive. 

 I, where possible, will avoid one-on-one situations with individual players. Meetings, discussions and drills 

should be conducted in view of other adults and/or youths. “Two deep” leadership should be utilized at all 

practices.  

 While physical contact between an adult and a youth is not absolutely prohibited, as in high-fives when 

congratulating a youth for an accomplishment, adults must be very alert to the appropriateness of any 

physical contact. It is possible that it may be experienced by the youth or seen by others as inappropriate. 

For example, as in most social situations, you should avoid bear hugs and limit yourself to "shoulder-to-

shoulder" hugs, maintaining space between your bodies.  

 To treat all players with respect and dignity. Promote respect for all the participants including the 

opposition (teams/coaches/fans) and game officials. 

 Physical hazing, initiations, ridicule, inappropriate teasing or aggression are prohibited and may not be 

included as part of any youth activity.  

 To follow the direction of the coaching and umpire staff, without argument. 

 To comply with the decisions of League Officials.  I will support all rules, regulations and by-laws 

established and endorsed by [ * ]. 

 To not engage in any type of physical or verbal abuse of any official, player, coach or spectator at any 

time.  This includes the throwing of objects in a show of temper or disgust. 

 To place the emotional and physical well being of my players, their parents and other children, ahead of 

my personal desire to win, and keep in mind that the game is for our children - not for adults. Kids first, 

winning second. 

 To treat other players, coaches, fans, and officials with respect, regardless of race, sex, creed, or ability. 

 To promote a sports environment for all players that is free of drugs and alcohol and will refrain from 

their use at all practices, games and other league sports events. 



 Discipline used in youth programs should be constructive and reflect high values. Profanity and corporal 

punishment are never permitted. To not utilize any foul language or gesture towards all other players, 

coaches, umpires and league officials. 

 Coaches, umps and league representatives must ensure that policies are followed. 

 To assist the League by volunteering my services when/where needed.  Clean up, Season Close, Uniform 

Handout, Registrations, Tournaments/Contests, etc. 

 

 To not leave players without guidance or supervision. Ensure that a child is not left alone at any time 

(such as waiting for his/her parents to pick them up after a practice or game). 

 To obtain parental consent to transport young players to and from practices and games.  

 Coaches should communicate all relevant league information to their teams. Details should include 

number, length and times of practices, games dates and other related League information. 

 Coaches will be contacted the moment the League is made aware of game cancellations.  It is the coach’s 

responsibility to inform the parents of his players in a timely fashion of such. 

 To have respect for the equipment and property** of the League (**ball diamonds/buildings and area of 

the park).  This also includes the property of the leagues we have “away” games at. 

 To be responsible for removal of your team’s litter and the litter of the fans from the 

playing/practice field. 

 To only play music when there are no games being played in the vicinity. 

 To NOT chant/sing/distract prior to the ball being put in play, unless it is your batter you are 

cheering on.  Derogatory, vulgar talk/chants will NOT be allowed. 

 To keep medical and emergency contact details for the players with me at all practices and games in the 

event of an emergency. 

 To contact the League President and report any type of physical or verbal abuse or non-fair play that 

I eyewitness. 

 Any concerns about how the league is run, how coaches are coaching or how referees are officiating 

should be referred to the Head Coach first, and if not satisfied, then to the League President. 

 To be aware and honor the Park Rules (See Attached Addendum)***to assure that my players, and 

other children, play in a safe and healthy environment. 

 
*Riverton Girls Softball League aka RGSL    *Sherman Area Softball League 
*Pleasant Plains Junior Athletics Association aka PPJAA   *Ashland Youth Association 
*Athens Youth Sports Association aka AYSA    *Petersburg Athletic Association Youth Softball 
League 
 

1st OFFENSE – VERBAL WARNING 

2nd OFFENSE – SUSPENSION FROM GAME(S) 

3rd OFFENSE or OFFENSES OF A THREAT OF VIOLENCE (PHYSICAL OR VERBAL), SEXUAL MISCONDUCT, OR WHERE LAW 

ENFORCEMENT MUST BE USED – BANNED FROM ALL LEAGUE PROPERTIES AND FUNCTIONS 

 

The parents, families, relatives and members of the league* trust our program to provide a 

safe environment for all participants. We are an organization that does not tolerate abuse 

in any form, whether it is emotional, physical, or sexual.  Adults who assume volunteer 

roles have the opportunity for a rewarding experience. The opportunity to work with youth 

is a privileged position of trust that should be held only by those who are willing to 

demonstrate behavior that fulfills this trust. 

 
 

 
 



 

 
PARK RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 All league participants (players, parents, coaches, staff, volunteers & spectators) are expected 

to be respectful of others.   The league does not tolerate any violence against any official 

within this organization.  This includes abusive language, threats or any physical or 

attempted physical abuse toward any umpire, coach, manager, player or any official with this 

league.  Unsportsmanlike conduct of this nature will be cause for immediate ejection from the 

game and the grounds.  Failure to depart the grounds will warrant immediate forfeiture of 

the game. 

 Alcohol and/or intoxicated individuals are not allowed at any league function 

(games/practices/league sponsored events).  The municipal code forbids intoxicated 

individuals and/or alcohol in a public park and allows for offenders to be fined up to $500.  

Illinois state law provides more severe fines for offenses such as illegal transportation of 

alcohol.  All incidents involving alcohol or intoxication will be immediately referred to the 

local police department and handled accordingly. 

 Smoking is only allowed in the parking lot and in your personal vehicles. 

 No drugs or alcoholic beverages are allowed at the park. 

 Please place all litter in the trash barrels provided. 

 Our park provides restrooms for our parents/players/spectators.  Please help keep them 

clean, do not throw anything down the toilets or sinks other than toilet tissue.  For Center 

Park in Riverton, the restrooms are provided on the east side of the building next to the small 

diamond. 

 Only League authorized personnel (concession staff/officers/umpires) are allowed in the 

concession stand.  The only exception to this rule is if you are scheduled to work at that time 

frame. 

 Our concession stand does serve items containing peanuts or peanut products, please be 

aware that we take all precautions when it comes to serving these items for the sake of those 

with allergies to nuts. 

 Only coaches, assistant coaches and authorized helpers are allowed on the field or in the 

dugout. 

 Games for all areas will be posted daily on the Riverton Girls Softball League Facebook page 

and the master schedule for all areas will be on the Riverton Girls Softball League website. 

 Games will be called in the event of lightning.  Games will resume after 30 minutes, if no 

lightning is in the area after the initial sighting and if no other inclement weather is imminent. 

 Game cancellations for all areas will be posted by 4pm on the Riverton Girls Softball League 

Facebook page, their website and each head coach will be texted that has a game scheduled 

that night.  Note:  Some cancellations may be delayed in hopes that the field can be worked to 



make playable.  Prior to leaving for your game, please re-check the sites and contact your 

coach to make sure that your game hasn’t had a last minute cancellation. 

 Please remember that all coaches, umpires, concession staff and officers of this league are 

volunteers who are eager to provide a safe and fun environment for the kids when learning 

and playing the game of t-ball/softball.  Should you encounter an unpleasant experience, 

please inform a league officer. 

 


