2019 QALL AA COACHING AGREEMENT

I coach for the benefit of the children/players on my team.  It is my responsibility to give every child a positive environment in which to grow as an individual and also to learn baseball skills.  

In the Central level of play, I recognize that competition is modest.  Because my bending or violating this Agreement increases the pressure on other coaches to do the same, I commit to uphold this Agreement.  If I believe another manager or coach is not honoring this Agreement, I shall bring my concerns first to the other manager or coach.  If I am still concerned, I shall contact the Minor League Commissioner.  

Therefore, I abide that I will do and support the following:

1. I will treat each and every player with respect, whether that player is on my team or on another.  I will let parents know when they can meet with me to discuss their concerns.

2. It is my responsibility to teach excellent sportsmanship.  I must teach respect for the other team and for the umpires.  I will recognize and congratulate the outstanding plays of our opponents.  I will control my team’s unruly fans (if any) whose behavior disrespects the umpires or any players.

3. It is my responsibility to learn and teach baseball skills.  I will learn from other coaches, attend required clinics, study books and videos, and I will encourage my players to also attend QALL clinics, and other baseball clinics.

4. I will focus on player and child development more than on wins and losses.  If I know that my team has a much better win-loss record than my opponent’s team, then I will try to use that game to help the development of my less skilled players.  If my team has a poor win-loss record, I will still honor and support the items in this Agreement.

5. I will schedule each player to sit out about the same number of innings over the course of the season.  I will not play one player for a complete game (whether 5 or 6 innings) if another player has had to sit out two innings (except for injury or disciplinary reason).

6. I will teach every position to every child.  My goal is to have every child play every position (for at least two innings) during the course of the season. Once a player regularly demonstrates that he/she can hit a hand-towel target from 45' at least 3 times out of 10, I will let that player pitch in games. Over the course of the regular season, I hope to develop and use at least seven different pitchers, three with at least 80 pitches thrown, two with at least 50 pitches thrown, and the remaining pitchers having faced at least two batters in two games (four batters total).
7. Over the course of the season, I will arrange the batting order so that each player will have about the same number of at-bats as every other player (subject to the number of games they have played).

8. Prior to the game I will develop a written plan of what positions each child will play for a six-inning game.  And I will follow my plan (subject to injury, a child not showing up, or a pitching change that necessitates moving two players).
I will honor this Coaching Agreement and abide by all Little League and Local Queen Anne Little League Rules (on reverse).

As of this ____ day of ___________, 2018. 

__________________________

Signature 

__________________________

Print Name with Phone number

QALL AA LOCAL RULES - 2018
All applicable rules listed in the current year’s Minor League Official Regulations and Playing Rules issued by the National Little League shall apply except as follows:

1. A team plays eleven defensive players (6 infield, 5 outfield) unless fewer players (but at least nine) are available. [Modifies Rule 1.01.] The outfielders must start each play at least 20 feet behind the base path. [Modifies Rule 4.03(c).]

2. The coach will prepare a batting order that includes each team player who is available to play at the game. (This is known as “batting the roster.”) There are no substitute batters or changing order during the game except that players who are not present at the time of their first at-bat shall be deleted from the order. If they arrive later in the game, they are to be added at the end of the batting order.  [Modifies Rule 4.04.]

3. Up to two adults may be base coaches. [Modifies Rule 4.05 (1).]  Reminder: at least one team parent, coach or manager must be in the dugout whenever players are in the dugout.

4.
In any inning, no team may bat more players than the number of available players on its team.
5.
No team may score more than 5 runs in any inning prior to the sixth, in which there is no maximum. [Modifies Rule 4.09(a).]

6. There is no 10-run rule. [Deletes Rule 4.10(e).]

7. There is no bunting or base stealing. However, baserunners may advance one base, at their peril, on an overthrow; this does not apply to the catcher’s return throw to the pitcher. 

8. The game ends even if the score is tied. [Replaces Rule 4.10(b).] No new inning shall begin one hour and 45 minutes after the start of the game. [Replaces 4.11(e).]

9. 
A pitching machine will be used in the first four innings of each game played through April 28. For games after that date it will be used in the first three innings. The coach of the defensive team shall operate the pitching machine*. The coach must audibly count to two and deliver the pitch in rhythm on three. Only a coach may operate the pitching machine.

10. When the pitching machine is in use, the defensive pitcher must begin each play within 6 feet of the pitching machine (but not directly in front of it).  [Replaces Rule 8.01.]

11. Players shall pitch the remaining innings. One pitching coach may be on the field during play to assist the pitcher. [Modifies XIV-Field Decorum (d).]

12.
During each complete game, no player shall play one defensive position more than two innings.  Every player who is present for the whole game shall play at least two (2) innings in the infield and at least one (1) inning in the outfield.

* Although the purpose of using the machine is to allow for more development of hitters with (presumably) better-placed pitching, the Rules Committee feels that the pitching machine portion of the game already involves enough swinging/hitting and we want to encourage development of the skill of strike zone judgment as well.  A pitch thrown into the dirt on certain counts, for instance, is not contrary to the purpose of using the machine or unsportsmanlike, since it fosters the development of strike zone judgment.

