Maplewood Modified Fast Pitch Adult League Rules

Listed below are the rules individual to the Maplewood/South Orange Adult Leagu
 (separate from standard ASA RULES that will in all other ways apply)

1)  This is a METAL BAT ONLY league.  Bats are open to inspection by the umpires before the game.  If a bat protest occurs after an at bat (regarding a composite and therefore illegal bat), it must happen directly after the at bat has occurred.   
*If the bat in question is illegal, the player is ejected from the game and suspended from the league,  the at bat is counted as an out, and the team is on notice for the remainder of the season.  2nd violation leads to the team being removed from the league.  Composite handles ARE legal, as are double walled aluminum.  

2) No metal cleats are allowed.  This is a molded or plastic cleats only league. 
3) There are 3 bunts per team/ per game.  Any additional bunts are to be counted as and out.
4) The pitcher of the game is granted unlimited courtesy runners.  3 additional courtesy runners per team/ per game are allowed.
5) Pitchers must never reach beyond 11 o’clock on the wind up.  One foot must remain on the pitcher’s rubber to begin the pitch.  There is no “crow-hopping” allowed.  The arm should not go further than 6” from the pitchers side on release.
6) The teams may bat the entire line-up.  Once the line up has batted through the order, they must continue in that order.  If a player is removed from the line up, a substitute must be provided for that batter, or the at bat is ruled an out.
7) Umpires can eject players based on their discretion if rules are violated, or too much arguing occurs.  No fighting with the other, team, players, or umpires is considered acceptable behavior.  Warning/ejections are at the umpires discretion.
8) Helmets must be worn by all batters.
9) A catchers mask must be worn by all catchers during the game.
10) Teams may field a team with as little as 8 players, but no less.  Up to 3 substitutes are permitted (in non-Covid years) to reach 10 players.  (Rule may be flexible until this is over)
11) A base runner may only leave the base after the ball has crossed the plate.  
12) This is a non-contact league.  Collisions should be avoided if at all possible (sliding is permitted).  This is all to be handled by the umpires discretion.
13) The teams should provide a line-up card to the umpires before the game.  These cards can be returned to the Lead Umpire at the end of the umpires games for the day.
14) Ground rules for each individual field will be established before the game with the team captains (ie foul lines, out of play, etc). The HOME TEAM will supply the 2 balls required for the game to be played.
15) On field W2, when the ball ROLLS into the ivy by the left field outfield, it is left to the umpire to decide on a ground rule double.  This is based on their discretion (whether the hit would have resulted in a home run or the rule applies).
FOR THE 2021 REGULAR SEASON, UMPIRES WILL REMAIN BEHIND THE PITCHER TO CALL THE GAME.  UMPIRES WILL BE MASKED.  THE LEAD UMPIRE IS HABEEB MUHAMMAD, AND HE WILL BE PRESENT AT THE GAMES.  HE CAN BE REACHED AT 973-592-2360.

