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PWLL NEWSLETTER
9’s Capture 

Wyoma Crown

The PWLL 9-year-old team defeated Saugus, 10-3, on 
Aug. 3 to capture the 2019 Wyoma Sawyer-Walsh 
Tournament championship at Reinfuss Field in Lynn.

PWLL defeated Reading, 9-4, on Aug. 2 in the 
semifinals.


In the semifinal win, Landon Lohnes had two hits and 
also clinched the game making a leaping catch at third 
base for the final out. 


Ryan Skerry and Brayden Beals each had two RBI in 
the semifinal while Dylan Crosby also scored a run and 
knocked in a run and Patrick Woods singled, stole a 
base and scored in the fifth inning to help break the 
game open for PWLL. Anthony Ragusa drew a key walk 
in the fifth inning that allowed Beals to score from third.


In Saturday’s championship game, Skerry was electric 
on the hill, tossing five innings, striking out eight and not 
walking a single batter.

Continued on Page 2 …

10’s Win District, 
Sectional Titles

It was whirlwind summer for the Peabody West 10-
year-old team, which captured the District 16 and 
Sectional 4 championships en route to an appearance 
in the state championship weekend.


PWLL first defeated Winthrop in the District 16 
championship game on July 5 in East Lynn. Then on 
July 15 PWLL captured the sectional championship 
with a 13-4 win over Gloucester (their second win 
over Gloucester in the tournament). Peabody West, 
which battled back after a sectional loss to Reading in 
the round-robin stage, was the only team to beat 
Gloucester in tournament play.


Peabody West trailed 4-0 to Gloucester before 
scoring 13 unanswered runs.


“We made some errors but pitcher Jimmy DiCarlo 
kept it to only four runs,” said manager Mark 
Bettencourt. “He was the star of the game.”

Continued on Page 2 …
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9’s go undefeated in tourney … 
Continued from Page 1 … 

Of Skerry’s 75 pitches in the championship game, 59 were 
strikes. Ricky Williams came on in the sixth and closed out the win 
with a pair of strikeouts and inducing a game-ending groundout 
to Jared Devereaux at second base while Tyler McMahon was solid 
behind the plate at catcher.


At the plate, Skerry went 3 for 3 while Andrew Wenzel went 2 for 3 with 
an RBI. Jacob Sylvester had the only extra-base hit of the game, 
knocking in a run with a double in the third inning. Nick Cimino was on 
base twice with a pair of walks and also scored a run and Crosby stole 
three bases. Ty Lomasney flashed the glove with sprinting catch in 
center field.


Skerry finished the tournament with 33 strikeouts and just two walks 
over 16 innings while Geo Capo finished the tournament with batters 
hitting just .091 against him on the mound.


At the plate, Sylvester led the team in OBP (.741) while Wenzel had the 
most hits (12) and RBI (11). Crosby led the team with 10 runs scored and 
Lohnes led the group with 20 stolen bases while Sylvester and McMahon had the most extra-base hits (4).


The PWLL 9’s went 10-0 over the course of the tournament, and in All-Star play over the last two seasons have 
posted a 14-1 record.

10’s capture sectional title … 
Continued from Page 1 … 

PWLL came back in the championship game thanks to a five-run third 
inning. Spencer Parziale and Aidan Horgan drew back-to-back 
bases-loaded walks to cut the deficit to 4-2. Marky Bettencourt made 
it 5-3 with a sac fly and then CJ Olimpio and Anthony Modugno 
followed with RBI singles. 


PWLL grew its lead in the fifth inning when Cullen Pasterick singled 
and Jackson Taylor scored on a wild pitch. Parziale and Steve 
Saggese both had RBI hits later in the inning. Bettencourt then 
relieved DiCarlo and closed out the game with a pair of scoreless 
innings. 


Bettencourt praised the play of outfielders Parziale, Saggese, Rafael 
Casiano and Modugno.


“They made so many great defensive plays you can’t count them,” he 
said, “and a huge part of this team's success is because of them.”
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Fall Ball Registration 
Fall Ball registration for 2019 is now open. Players 
registering for Fall Ball can register for their anticipated 
Spring 2020 division. PWLL will have divisions for Majors 
($120), AAA ($120), AA ($100), Coach Pitch ($75) and T-
Ball ($75). To register, visit www.pwll.net

8’s go unbeaten in 
Swampscott … 

The future continues to look bright for Peabody West Little 
League, after this season’s 8-year-old Swampscott 
Tournament team went undefeated (5-0) in games played at 
the the end of June. 


The 8’s season continued into July, when the team hosted a 
scrimmage against Middleton’s 8-year-old team at Lt. Ross 
Park.

PWLL Notebook … 
- Joey Sinibaldi was named the 2019 PWLL 1st Lt. Ross Sportsmanship Award Winner for 

exemplifying the characteristics of sportsmanship. In its first year, the award will be given annually 
to the player who is a good teammate and who always has a positive attitude while showing 
enthusiasm for the sport of baseball.


- This year is the 50th Anniversary of 1st Lt. Ross Park being named after on honor of Vietnam 
Veteran and Peabody native Robert Ross, whom was killed in action at the age of 22. Our 
tournament teams wore patches on their jerseys celebrating the anniversary of the park’s 
dedication.
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2019 PWLL All Stars

9-Year-Old Team 
Brayden Beals

Geo Capo

Nick Cimino

Dylan Crosby

Jared Devereaux

Landon Lohnes

Ty Lomasney

Tyler McMahon

Anthony Ragusa

Jacob Sylvester

Andrew Wenzel

Ricky Williams

Patrick Woods


Manager: Mike McMahon

8-Year-Old Team 
Logan Connolly

Adam Couture Jr.

Matt DiMare

Sean Jagodynski

Jonathan Lever

Seamus McCarthy

Ben Ouellette

Landon Pelletier

William Slattery

Aiden Spinney

Quinn Woodson

Christopher York


Manager: Keith Slattery

9/10 District Team 
Mark Bettencourt 

Gabriel Casiano

James DiCarlo

Aidan Horgan

Brendan Kobierski

Anthony Modugno

CJ Olympio 

Spencer Parziale 

Cullen Pasterick

Stephen Saggese 

Ryan Skerry

Jackson Taylor


Manager: Mark Bettencourt


10/11 District Team 
Dante Anzalone

Nicholas Armata

Thad Broughton

Matthew Droggitis

William English

Aidan Fitzpatrick

Damian Gregory

Aiden Grove 

Carter Murchison

AJ Nicoli

Joshua Noguera-Vega

Joseph Tavilla

Evan Tybinkowski


Manager: Al Nicoli

11/12 District Team 
Dylan Annese

Cory Dooley

Danati Fronduto

Alex Jackson

Joseph Keka

Jason LaRosa

Christopher Martinello

Ryan Moreschi

Nicholas Muse

Michael Petromelis

Joey Sinibaldi

Jayden Vargas


Manager: Tony LaRosa
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2019 PWLL CHAMPIONS
Pirates Claim Majors … 
After finishing second during the regular season with 
a 6-6 record, the Pirates beat the Nationals in the 
championship of the 2019 PWLL Majors Division.


Led by manager Rob Moreschi, the Pirates beat the 
Orioles 3-2 in the opening round before upending the 
Nationals twice in the championship final.

Indians roll through AAA … 
After finishing the regular season with an 11-1 record, 
the Indians finished off their wire-to-wire domination 
of the AAA division with a win over the Rays in the 
championship.


The Indians outscored opponents 147-75 during the 
regular season. 


Led by manager Mike Devereaux, the Indians beat 
the Reds in the opening round, 12-2, before beating 
the Rays 8-2 in the second round. After the Rays beat 
the Reds in an elimination game, the Indians won the 
championship with a thrilling 10-9 walk-off win in the 
first game of the championship.

Angels claim AA crown … 
The Angels finished below .500 in the regular season 
(5-6-1) but came together when it mattered most, 
besting the Cubs (9-1-1) in the AA championship 
game.


Led by manager Keith Slattery, the Angels held off the 
Rockies, 3-2, in the opening round while the Cubs 
had a bye. Then in the championship game, the 
Angels came from behind to beat the Cubs, 6-5. 
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Lt. Ross Park
Lt. Ross Park has been the home of Peabody West Little League for the past 50 years. In 2017, the 
following story was printed in The Salem News, telling Lt. Ross’ story ….

Honoring a fallen hero 
City, Little League officials renew tribute at fields named for 
Vietnam vet killed in action

By John Castelluccio (printed in The Salem News on May 16, 2017)
PEABODY — "It was our playground," recalls Shirley 
Howard. 

Then Cy Tenney Park, it was right down the street 
from Howard's childhood home on Broad Street — all 
the kids in West Peabody would hang 
out there. "It was just a big 
playground at the time. You would 
cut through there to go to church 
(West Congregational)," she said. 

Her younger brother Robert Ross 
wasn't an avid baseball player, but 
he spent a lot of time at the park 
with friends, growing up in the 
1950s and '60s. Howard remembers 
Ross, a Boy Scout, as a well-liked 
kid with a close-knit group of 
friends. He was active in the youth 
group at their church and an officer 
in the West Peabody Grange. "He 
was a great kid. 

Today, there's a plaque with her brother's name 
engraved on it, resting next to a flagpole at the park, 
which is the home of Peabody West Little League. 
U.S. Army 1st Lt. Robert Ross was among 12 of 
Peabody's sons to die in Vietnam. He was 22. 

Several months after his death in 1968, the city 
renamed the park and dedicated it as the Lt. Ross 
Memorial Park. He is buried at Oak Grove Cemetery, 
just down the street from the ballfields. 

On Saturday, the Little League and city officials will 
memorialize Ross once again during a special 
ceremony where they will raise the third of three new 
American flags at the park. 

The league, as it prepared for its 2017 season, 
decided to purchase new flags for each field and 
renew the tribute to Ross, said public relations 
coordinator John Horgan. 

"I just think it's something cool to keep his memory 
alive," he said.

'He knew he was going' 

The war was quickly escalating when Ross graduated 
from Peabody High in 1964. He attended college, but 
then dropped out in 1966 to enlist in the Army, Howard 

recalls. "He knew he was going to Vietnam." 
Their older brother, William Jr., had also 
served a few years earlier, but in Germany, 
away from combat. 

After completing basic and advanced 
infantry training at Fort Dix in New Jersey, 
Ross underwent officer candidate training 
at Fort Sill in Oklahoma. He was then 
assigned to Fort Ord in California and 
eventually deployed to Vietnam, where he 
was a field artillery officer. 

Ross was killed in action in the Darlac 
Province of Vietnam on Aug. 22, 1968. The 
Peabody Times, reporting on Ross' death 
some days later, said he was killed on a 
mission west of Kontum while keeping the 

North Vietnamese from attacking the city. 

Ross was a forward observer at Fire Support Base 
Jackie with the 2nd Battalion, 35th Infantry, 4th 
Infantry Division, when he was killed. The cause of 
death was attributed to a mortar mishap. 

He was decorated with the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, 
National Defense Service Medal, the Vietnam 
Campaign Medal, and the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry 
with Palm Citation. 

"I was home with my son," Howard recalled — she 
was two years older than Ross and living in Groveland 
with her husband Philip by the time her brother 
enlisted. "The phone rang, and you would always 
dread when you heard the phone ring. It was 
devastating, it really was.” 

Continued on Page 7 …
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Reflecting on the reaction of her parents — William 
and Alice — Howard said it was "worst thing in the 
world" to have someone tell you your child has died. 

One thing that helped them cope with their son's death 
was the strong support of their friends and from their 
church, Howard said. In fact, that's where the idea 
originated to name the park after Ross. 

It's been 50 years, and Howard, 72, says her memory 
is foggy on some details — she knows she attended 
the dedication ceremony in 1969 for the park, but she 
doesn't remember anything else about that day. 

She distinctly remembers the funeral though. It was at 
West Congregational Church. At the cemetery, the line 
of mourners stretched down to a small bridge about 
300 feet away. 

"I remember riding around with my husband and Bill 
(her brother) in a car...and wondering why all the flags 
were at half-mast," she said. 

This was right after Ross' death. They knew at that 
point his body wasn't coming home right away, if at all. 
They didn't realize the public response might be so 
quick. They stopped and asked a police officer. He 
informed them, not knowing who they were, the flags 
were at half-mast because a West Peabody man was 
killed in Vietnam. 

Flags flown in his honor 

It was just recently that Horgan tracked down Howard 
and informed her of the league's plans to honor her 
brother. They exchanged emails and a couple of 
phone calls and she readily agreed to come down 
Saturday with her husband for the ceremony. 

Her older brother moved to Florida with his family 
several years ago and isn't able to come back for the 
service. And their parents passed away 16 years ago. 
Howard said she expects she may see one or two old 
friends of Ross' in the crowd though Saturday. 

A special element of Saturday's ceremony is that two 
of the new flags were flown earlier this year at military 
bases where Ross served in the Army. This was 
thanks to a big assist from the 35th Infantry Regiment 
Association, Horgan said. 

On Feb. 8, a flag was flown at Fort Sill, where Ross 
had completed officer candidate school training, and 
then on Feb. 10, the second flag was flown at 
Schofield Barracks in Hawaii, home of the 35th 
Infantry. Both flags then returned to Peabody and 
were installed at two of the fields. The third flag will be 
hoisted Saturday.

Retired Lt. Col. Jerry Orr, who served briefly with Ross 
in Vietnam, told The Fort Sill Tribune (which chronicled 
the Feb. 8 ceremony) that Ross was "highly thought of 
by the maneuver guys, the infantry people, and his 
battery commander and men. He was a fine field 
artillery officer." 

Orr also planned to host a reunion for the 2nd 
Battalion, 9th Artillery, this month, the paper reported, 
during which Ross would be honored again. 

Saturday's ceremony was originally scheduled to 
coincide with the opening day for Peabody West Little 
League in April, but it was rained out and moved to 
this weekend instead. It will be followed up by a 
qualifying round for a home run derby. 

Mayor Ted Bettencourt, Veterans Agent Steve Patten 
and other city officials who helped coordinate the 
event will participate in the flag-raising, which begins 
at 5 p.m. 

"I just thought it was a wonderful gesture on the part of 
the Peabody West Little League officials," said 
Bettencourt. "Many people still think of it as just Cy 
Tenney Park." 

"He (Ross) had an amazing background," Bettencourt 
said, noting Ross was included in a slideshow of 
Peabody's Vietnam vets during the city's annual 
breakfast this past Veterans Day. "He's someone who 
is a true hero."

THE FLAG, WHICH WILL NOW BE ONE OF THREE 
NEW FLAGS AT ROSS MEMORIAL PARK IN 
PEABODY, WAS FIRST FLOWN BY SPECIAL 
REQUEST AT FORT SILL IN OKLAHOMA ON FEB. 
8. LT. ROBERT ROSS, WHO WAS KILLED IN 
ACTION IN VIETNAM IN 1968, UNDERWENT 
OFFICER TRAINING AT FORT SILL.
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PWLL History
DISTRICT 

CHAMPIONSHIPS 
1967	 2007	 2014

1974	 2008	 2018

1990	 2009

2001	 2010

2003	 2011


Sectional 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
2001	 2010

2006	 2013

2007

2008

2009

STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
2006

2009	

New England 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 
2009
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