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NEHA Fact Sheet
Our Program

New England Hoops Academy (NEHA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization based in 
Lawrence, Massachusetts focused on serving underprivileged youth in the inner city.

We offer an affordable year round program to participants, who learn basketball 
drills & participate actively in mentorship opportunities and community 
service. Our teams compete in the Amateur Athletic Union [AAU] on 
the Zero Gravity circuit, attending tournaments on weekends and 
practicing two nights per week. Our hands-on seminars, which 
we host twice per month, focus on leadership development, 
community service, healthy living, and self-esteem.

Our Participants
Our participants are boys and girls ages 8-14 and primarily 
live in Lawrence, Massachusetts -- one of the most impoverished 
cities in the state, with an average per capita income of $18,069 and 
a poverty rate of 24%.

Our Impact
Because of our affordable participation fees, as well as the financial assistance 
that students can qualify for through academic excellence, we’re able to provide AAU 
programming at about one-third of the market rate (as low as $350 per season).

This past season in the mist of COVID 19, we served 75 players: the majority from low-income 
families, in which 90% are Latino. We also piloted our first girls team and are now expanding our 
program to serve both boys and girls. In 2021, we are looking to help as many boys/girls as we can, while 
making sure we keep our kids safe and active.  Our goals is to recognize our participants who are excelling in 
the classroom and are earning Academic Honors/High Honors at their respective schools. We are also eager 
to award our second academic scholarship, to a top performing 8th grader attending a private/public high 
school to help them with their expenses.

We will continue to track success academically as soon as our kids are able to return to school by giving 
each player a weekly report to be submitted to their teachers to track their effort in the classroom 

week to week.  The weekly reports also help parents see their child’s progress over the 10-week 
season.

Our program is able to host speakers from our local community with various 
professional backgrounds (teachers, judges, lawyers, corporate executives, athletes 

and leaders in the city).

This year are focus is to partner with local non-profit in the city of Lawrence to 
help with activities such as park clean-ups, as well as contributing with some local 

produce farms that are being managed locally.



New England Hoops Academy has built its 
foundation on the emphasis on education. 
All of our speakers throughout season 
spoke to the importance of how education 
had played a vital role in their success.  Our 
coaches constantly preach the “education 
before basketball” philosophy to each 
individual they work with. As a result, New 
England Hoops Academy focuses many of 
its awards and incentives on our players 
commitment to academics.  The Scarpa 
Academic Incentive Program, the Tuscan 
Brands Student Athlete Award, and the 
Matthew Goulet Scholarship are all awards 
that reward students for their academic 
performance and work ethic in the classroom.

A key component to monitoring our student’s 
academic performance is through our weekly 
report program.  As you know each player is 
required to submit a weekly report each week 
to his coach. Poor performances in school or 
not turning in the weekly report results in a 
player not being able to participate in games. 
This year we will be rewarding students that 
were most consistent in their performance in 
the classroom and with the responsibility of 
turning in their weekly reports.

COMMITMENT TO 
ACADEMICS



The Tuscan Brands Student Athlete Award is the 
highest award given to one member of each 
grade level who has performed at a high level in 
both the classroom and on the basketball court.  
As a program, NEHA places a priority in getting 
our players to understand that academics 
is the true key 

to their future success.  We 
are extremely fortunate to 
have such a generous sponsor 
in Joe Faro and Tuscan 
Brands that supports our 
program and shares the same 
philosophy on the importance 
of education.

TUSCAN BRANDS 
STUDENT ATHLETE AWARD

Former recipients of the...



CARMEN SCARPA
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
4th Grade 

Jonathan Harris 
Dereon Medina 

Luis Nunez 
Nathaniel Pichardo 

Athaniel Urena

5th Grade 
Gio Correa 

Jayvian Cruz 
Jimmer Donnelly 

Ezeqiel Leiniz 
Javier Lopez 

Marcus Lopez 
Joey Olivieri

7th & 8th Grade 
Neondre Abreu-De La Cruz 

Kevin Acosta 
Andersen Herrera 
Kaiden Morrobel* 

Nathan Perez 
Noah Rosario-Nova* 
Alejandro Santiago* High Honors

Former recipients of the...



THE MATTHEW GOULET
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

New England Hoops Academy lost a vital 
member of its family with the passing of 
Matthew “Matty” Goulet in March of 2019. 
Matty was an incredible family man who 
lived his life loving and providing for his 
wife Kathleen and his two children Aaron 
and Meghan. Matty was born and raised in 
Lawrence and had tremendous success as 
a high school athlete at Central Catholic, 
earning a Division 1 football scholarship 
to Boston College. Matty also created 
success for himself in his professional life 
working his way up to CEO and President 
of GlobalSCAPE Inc. In all his success, Matty 
wanted to have a greater impact in the lives 
of others. Specifically, young people from his 
hometown, the city of Lawrence. His passion 
for the kids in New England Hoops Academy 
was evident from the very beginning. He 
cared deeply about our kids and the mission 
of our program. He wanted our kids to value 
education and to strive for a productive 
future. In doing so, Matty was determined 
to give the kids of New England Hoops 
Academy all that they needed to reach their 
goals and dreams. Matty was instrumental 

in our fundraising efforts and played a key 
role in developing our program brochure. 
Matty had big goals for our program because 
he truly believed in our philosophy on 
education, determination, and hard work.

In Honoring Matthew “Matty” Goulet, New 
England Hoops Academy has created the 
Matthew Goulet Scholarship to continue 
the impact that Matty will make on the 
lives of young people. The recipient of this 
scholarship will be someone who displays 
all the characteristics that represent New 
England Hoops Academy and its philosophy 
on education, hard work and determination. 
This scholarship will be an annual award 
given to a graduating 8th grader attending 
a private high school. We were blessed to 
start this scholarship fund through donations 
from friends and family of the Goulet Family. 
However, it is our goal to continue to develop 
this scholarship each year and allow Matty’s 
legacy with New England Hoops Academy to 
continue. The Matthew Goulet Scholarship 
will be a lasting award that will be a priority 
in keeping his dreams alive.



Our Goals
This past year was a tough year for us financially because of the 
pandemic, hence we are excited to start fundraising. In our second year, 
we raised $25,000 to build our program. We’ve since seen incredible 
results. Now, as we begin our 4th full year, we are aiming to raise at 
least $50,000 to increase the number of students in our program and 
continue developing active, community-minded young people that 
value academics, mentorship, and giving back.

NEHA wants to thank all of our donors and 
sponsors for believing in our program and kids!

How You Can Help
Sponsorship packages help us fund and grow our program to improve 
results, reach more kids, and make our program accessible to all young 
athletes regardless of income.
100% of our funding goes directly towards our participants. No money 
is allocated for our Board of Directors or 2 founders.
The sponsorship packages below are available to both corporate and 
private donors. Your sponsorship dollars will be exclusively dedicated 
to:
• Providing scholarships for low-income students
• Lowering entry fee for our participants
• Covering facility expenses
• Hiring top quality coaching staff
• Expanding our program to reach more kids

Platinum Sponsor $10,000
• All collateral materials will name your company as an exclusive 

presenting sponsor: “New England Hoops Academy, presented by: 
YOUR LOGO”

• Priority placement of sponsor logo on website
• Priority placement of logo on team uniforms
• Priority recognition as a presenting sponsor during the Annual 

Awards Banquet
• Sponsor product inclusion in gift bags distributed to participants

Gold Sponsor $5,000
• All collateral materials will name your company as sponsor: “New 

England Hoops Academy, presented by: YOUR LOGO”
• Priority sponsor logo on program website
• Priority placement of logo on team t-shirt, pens, bags, hoodies, and 

other swag
• Recognition as sponsor during the Annual Awards Banquet

Silver Sponsor $2,000
• Sponsor logo on program website
• Placement of logo on team t-shirt and hoodies
• Recognition as a sponsor during the Annual Awards Banquet



Our Story
Lawrence-locals, Max Lopez and Coach Ricky Nault, founded the New England 
Hoops Academy to develop well-rounded student-athletes, who excel on and o�
the court. NEHA began in May of 2017, using the motto “Beyond Basketball” to 
teach students hard work, determination, sportsmanship, and teamwork.

Sponsored by:

Learn more at https://www.newenglandhoopsacademy.com 
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