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Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
   As many of you have been made aware in the news recently, there has been an outbreak of Eastern Equine Encephalitis (otherwise 
known simply as “EEE”) in our area. Currently statewide, there have been at least seven cases reported, and three of those cases have 
resulted in fatalities, including one person each in Cass, Kalamazoo, and right here in Van Buren County. Some cases of this disease 
can be traced back as early as July. The Hartford Council for Recreation sends our sympathies to the families of those who have been 
lost, and our best wishes to those in hospitals fighting for their lives. 
   If you are not aware, according to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), “EEE” is one of the most 
dangerous mosquito-borne diseases in this country, with a 33 percent fatality rate in those who become ill. People can be infected with 
EEE from the bite of a mosquito that carries the virus. Persons younger than age 15 and over age 50 are at the greatest risk of severe 
disease following infection. 
   The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services adds that signs of “EEE” include the sudden onset of fever, chills, body and 
joint aches, which can progress to severe encephalitis, resulting in headache, disorientation, tremors, seizures and paralysis. 
Permanent brain damage, coma and death may also occur in some cases. The MDHHS, along with our organization, encourages those 
experiencing these symptoms to go visit their physician’s office immediately. 
   According to state health officials, this is the worst “EEE” outbreak in more than a decade, and the ongoing cases reported in humans 
and animals, and the severity of the disease illustrate the importance of precaution against mosquito bites. 
   Residents throughout Michigan are being strongly advised by the MDHHS to protect themselves from mosquito bites, and state 
officials are encouraging those in the counties impacted by human and animal “EEE” cases to consider postponing, rescheduling, or 
cancelling outdoor activities occurring at, or after dusk, particularly activities involving children. This includes events such as later 
evening sports practices and games, or outdoor music practice. The recommendation has been made out of an abundance of caution 
to protect the public health and will apply until the first hard frost of the year. 
   So, as an organization, we have to take immediate action to protect all of our coaches, players, and staff members to ensure their 
health and safety. We are joining our friends with the Hartford Public Schools and the Hartford Athletic Department (who have already 
announced scheduling changes) and beginning today, Wednesday, September 18

th
, the following changes have been implemented, 

and will continue until further notice: 
 

► All scheduled practices at Indian Pride Park will conclude NO LATER than 7:00 PM. This includes all divisions of 
Cheerleading and Football. Parents are encouraged to be prompt to pick up their children, or ask another parent to pick your 
child up from practices. We need Indian Pride Park emptied as soon as possible from now on. 
► All scheduled home games at Indian Stadium have been moved up AT LEAST two hours. That means that Flag Football 
(Grade 1 & 2) games will take place at 1:00 and 2:00 PM, Junior Rocket Football (Grade 3 & 4) games will take place at 3:30 
PM and Senior Rocket Football (Grade 5 & 6) games will take place at 5:00 PM. This schedule begins on Saturday, 
September 21

st
 against Coloma. 

 
   In closing, the health, safety, and well-being of our families is of the most utmost importance to our organization, and these actions 
listed above are just a few of the necessary steps we need to take to protect life and property. If we need to take more action, then that 
is the direction we will go. For now, we encourage our families to read the corresponding information from the MDHHS to find out how 
to protect your families from this disease, whether at Indian Pride Park, Indian Stadium, or throughout your daily lives. 
   If you have any questions, comments or concerns, we encourage you to reach out to us. 

 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 

 
Jerrod Birmele 
Chairman 
Hartford Council for Recreation 


