
Referees -
Welcome to 
AYSO Region 60 Annual Referee 

Meeting 



Introductions

Regional Commissioner- Christina Bentivegna – christina@ayso60.org
CVPA – Janet Sanchez – janet@ayso60.org
Regional Referee Administrator - Steve Perry steve@ayso60.org

Referee Team
Assistant Regional Referee Administrator/Scheduler - Phillip Chang phillip@ayso60.org
Referee Director of Instruction – Kristy Rowe - kristy@ayso60.org
8U Referee Coordinator – Peyton Robertson  peyton@ayso60.org
Pro Referee Coordinator – Jeremy Taylor  jeremy@jeremytaylorlandscapes.com
Referee Mentor - Danny Lopez danny@ayso60.org
Referee Uniform & Equipment Coordinator – Chris Takeshita christopher@ayso60.org

Send ALL Referee Emails to: referee@ayso60.org
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Referee Certifications

• 8U – On-line course
• Regional – On-line Companion Course plus 3 hour in person practical or 8

hour in person course
• Intermediate – 8 hour two-day course. Assessment on a 12U Boys game 

by a registered Area 1C Assessor.
• Advanced - Two 8 hour day course, plus physical agility test. Two 

Assessments on a 14U Boys game by a registered Area 1C Assessor as an 
Assistant Referee and as the Referee.

• National – Two 8 hour day course, plus physical agility test. Assessments 
on a 16U Boys game by a registered Outside Area 1C Assessor as an 
Assistant Referee and twice as the Referee.



Managing the Game

• The main goals for managing an AYSO game are to ensure player safety
and development, promote good sportsmanship, and provide a fun
experience for everyone, rather than focusing solely on winning or
losing. Key goals include maximizing ball contact and player involvement,
preventing "blowouts" to keep the game competitive and educational,
keeping players engaged, and developing skills by encouraging mistakes
as learning opportunities.

U6 – 20 minute Game.              U8 – 40 minute Game
U10 – 50 minute game             U12 – 60 minute game

U14 – 70 minute game



Game Management
• Team Check-In

• Inspect Footwear. Soccer Cleats Only
• NO baseball cleats or sneakers allowed.
• NO Shin Guards = No Play – must be standard shin guards
• NO Bracelets, Watches, Necklaces, Jewelry & Sunglasses
• NO hoodies under uniform shirt
• Only prescription glasses or sports goggles
• Beads in Hair for Girls okay

• Pre-game Ref Talk
• The Referee (Center) talks to his Assistant Referees reviewing expectations 

• Halftime
• Referees meet at Center Circle
• Verify game score and share observations

• End of Game
• Referees meet at Center Circle complete game card
• Observe hand-shake between teams Referee on one side both AR’s on other side



The Referee

• A Referee’s authority extends to everyone at the field, including players, coaches, 
team officials, spectators, and even assistant referees

• Referees  have the final say during, before and after the game. We recommend every 
coach to become a referee, your perspective will change once you do both.  

• Discuss any issues with the referee after the game. Step aside from your parents and 
players and discuss the issue. 

• Heckling will not be tolerated period. NO EXCUSES. Coaches can be cautioned.

• Youth Referees will wear the Blue Jersey so they can be easily identified. Zero 
Tolerance towards Youth Refs. If not, spectators would be escorted from game.



Team Referee Responsibilities 

• Your team is responsible for refereeing the assignment after your game on 
the same field
• A little different for 10U Games. Assistant Referees will referee their own game

• If you are the last game of the day, you will do the first game on the same 
field

• Sign-up for game(s) in CGI by Wednesday night
• Make sure you sign-up for your game

• If you can’t and need to do another game please communicate with your DC & RRA & 
ARRA. 

• If you want to Referee or AR for more than 1 game, please feel free to do so
• Calls will be made Thursday night, if there are open slots
• Possible game forfeits will be known by Friday night



Looking the Part



Fields



Region 60 CGI
• Register for CGI Account

• https://cgisports.com/ref/5768/

https://cgisports.com/ref/5768/
https://cgisports.com/ref/5768/


CGI (Sign-Up for Game) 



Basic Referee Calls 

• Use Voice to control and Whistle when required
• Headers ONLY allowed in 14U or older
• Headers NOT ALLOWED  12U and under
• Drop Ball Procedure: Dropped for only one player.  

• All other players of both teams must be 4.5 yards away.
• Cautions & Send Offs can be given to Players in:

• 10U (Don’t show Card to Player)
• 12U & 14U

• Safety of the players is paramount
• Are mistakes going to happen? Yes, but don’t let it get to you



Handball
• Different guidelines suggest when handball should and should not be called.

• Handball will be called when a player gains possession or control of the ball 

after it touches their arm, and a goal is scored, or a goal-scoring opportunity 

arises – even if the handball is accidental.

• Handball will generally be called if the hands are up or out/away from the 

body or above the shoulder.

• Handball will usually not be called if the hand/arm is close to the body or if 

the player plays the ball and it then rebounds up and hits their arm.





AR flag signals



End of Game

• Watch for Good Sportsmanship during end of game Handshake
• Completely Finish Game Card
• Drop off at Referee Tent
• Referee Score Submission Form:

• https://forms.gle/RBajvpjrdCZ9vpLk8
• QR Code will be at 10U and 12U Tent/Table
• All coaches will use game cards with QR Code
• Any game result submitted not using the QR code will not count towards 

the standings

https://forms.gle/RBajvpjrdCZ9vpLk8
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Game Card



Referee Score Submission Form



New Laws for 2025
• Law 3 – The Players

1 - Captain only allowed to interact with Referee
• Law 4 – The Players’ Equipment

1 - Requirement for the team captain to wear an identifying armband. 

2 - Clarification that players are responsible for the size and suitability of their Shin guards
• Law 12 – Fouls and Misconduct

1 - Clarification that non-deliberate handball offenses for which penalties are awarded are
to be sanctioned in the same way as other fouls which are an attempt to play the ball or a
challenge for the ball.
The referee is discouraged from displaying a card to 10U players. The referee should
approach the offending player's coach, explain the misconduct to the coach while
showing the coach you are recording the misconduct on your match report. The
misconduct should also be recorded on the back of the game card and a misconduct form
completed as required by the competition authorities.



New Laws for 2025

• Law 14: The Penalty Kick
• Part of the ball must touch or overhang the center of the penalty mark
• Encroachment by players will be penalized only if it has an impact (same philosophy as 

goalkeeper encroachment)

• New Goalkeeper rule
A goalkeeper holding the ball with their hands or arms for more than eight seconds after

gaining control will be penalized with a corner kick to the opposing team. The referee will provide
a five-second warning with a visual countdown using their raised hand to indicate the remaining
time. This rule aims to reduce time-wasting and improve the pace of the game.



Referee Abuse Prevention
Policy 531-9 Penalty overview / Youth & Amateur

Referees are essential to the game and deserve to be treated with respect. We are all responsible
for helping kids have fun playing soccer, and taking anger out on referees negatively impacts
everyone and the future of soccer. As a result, US Soccer recently rolled out significant new
sanctions for disrespect of Referees (U.S. Soccer Policy 531-9 Misconduct Toward Game Officials in
Amateur Matches). AYSO has adopted this policy and outlined the standards of behavior of
coaches, players, and spectators towards referees in accordance with this new policy. See
Resources below for links.
Key Principles:
• Respect the Call: The call on the field stands.
• Protecting Our Referees: We are committed to ensuring the emotional and physical well-being of our referees.
• No Physical Abuse: There is never a reason to touch a referee outside of friendly handshakes.



Levels of Unacceptable Behavior:
The following outlines different levels of offenses against referees, as described in the sources:

• LEVEL 1: VERBAL TAUNTING: This includes insulting, belittling, insinuating, or taunting 
behavior
that undermines referee authority.

• LEVEL 2: HARASSMENT/INTIMIDATION: This includes harassment, intimidation, retaliation,
abusive or threatening language.

• LEVEL 3: THREATS/DEROGATORY LANGUAGE: This involves aggression, attacking, 
derogatory,
cyberbullying, doxing, or threatening (physical/violence) language.

• LEVEL 4: OFFENSIVE OR DISCRIMINATORY ACT: This includes discriminatory or 
derogatory words or actions based on race, skin color, ethnicity, nationality, social origin, gender, 
disability, sexual
orientation, language, or religion. PHYSICAL ABUSE: There is never a reason to touch a referee
outside of friendly handshakes.





Q & A



To become a Referee Volunteer Requirements
• Register as a Volunteer (5-10 min)

• Yearly Before Start of Season
• Required for Youths

• Risk Status (15-20 min)
• Every Year
• Not Required for Youths

• Safe Sport 
• Every Year
• 90 min for first time. 
• 30 minutes every year afterwards
• Not Required for Youths

• Live Scan
• Not Required for Youths

• Concussion Awareness (15-20 min)
• Required for Youths

• Sudden Cardiac Arrest (15-20 min)
• Required for Youths

• Safe Haven (15-20 min)
• Required for Youths



Volunteer Information
• AYSO Reg 60 Site: https://www.ayso60.org/
• Go to: 

• Volunteers
• Steps to Volunteer

• Instructions
• Youth Referee Steps (pdf)
• How to Register as a Volunteer (pdf)
• Guide to Completing Volunteer Requirements (pdf)
• Enrolling in Coach Referee Courses (pdf)
• https://www.ayso60.org/Default.aspx?tabid=963327

https://www.ayso60.org/
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Register for a Course (etrainu)

• Login to AYSO 60 Account
• Volunteer Tab
• Click on “AYSOU”
• Select Training Event
• Under Courses type what you are looking for

• Regional Referee Courses
• Intermediate Course 
• Advanced Course 



Referee Courses (etrainu)
• Regional Referee Courses

• Full In-Person (Around 8 Hours)
• Regional Referee - Full In-Person Course

• Companion (Around 3-4 Hours)
• NEW - Regional Referee - Online + In-Person Companion Course
• Regional Referee - Online + In-Person Companion Course (2 Part Bundle)

• Good to Referee 10U Games
• Good to AR 12U Games
• For Reg 60 Core Season you can Center 12U Games and AR 14U Games

• Intermediate Course (2 Days)
• Intermediate Referee - Full In-Person Course
• Good to Referee 12U Games
• For Reg 60 Core Season you can Center 14U Games and AR 14U Games – AR Upper Division 

with Regional Referee Administrator approval

• Advanced Course (2 Days)
• Advanced Referee Course - Full In-Person
• Good to Referee 14U Games & Upper Division



Thank You for Attending our Annual 

Referee Meeting !


