
DIAGONAL SYSTEM OF CONTROL 
During the normal flow of the game, position yourself in line with the second to last 
defender or the ball, whichever is closer to the goal line in your end. Always follow the 
ball to the goal line, for it is your responsibility to indicate if the ball crosses the goal 
line. 

Assistant Referee 

If a goal is scored, turn and jog toward the halfway line. Watch the referee and the 
players behind his back. 
If the referee allows a goal and you disagree, stand perfectly still at attention, flag at 
your side, until the referee responds or restarts the game. 
If the ball enters the goal, but the referee allows the game to continue, raise the flag 
above your head and hold it until the referee responds. 
Keep attention on the game – do not get into discussions with the coach or 
spectators. 

ASSISTANT REFEREES AND  REFEREES  (GENERAL): 
Enter and leave the field together as a team. 
At halftime or fulltime, retrieve the ball and meet at the center of the field to complete 
record keeping 
Respect and support one another at all times. 

Assistant Referee ASSISTANT REFEREE SIGNALS(GENERAL): 
Indicate ball over the touch line by raising the flag to approximately a 45 degree angle 
while pointing the flag in the direction the throw-in should be taken. Change hands to 
point the other way. 

REFEREE (GENERAL): 
Do not stay on strict diagonal. Move off as necessary to stay close to play without 
interference. If the ball crosses the goal line for a corner kick, point flag  at the corner nearest you 

and move to position at corner flag as instructed by the referee. Watch for a pass 
back to kicker, and remember the kicker can be offside. 

Try to keep play between you and your assistant referees. 
Learn to anticipate situations. For instance, look to the assistant referee if the 
potential of offside exists and the ball is passed. If the ball crosses the goal line for a goal kick, point flag to goal area and then run 

back to the sic-yard line. If the referee signals for a corner kick, immediately change 
your signal to agree. Maintain eye contact with your assistant referees as much as possible. 

Indicate in some way when you do not intend to honor your assistant referee’s flag 
(wave-off). 

If you observe an offside, raise flag above your head until whistle sounds. Indicate 
near side, middle, far side of field. Stay in line with where offside occurred until ball is 
placed, then resume normal position. If the referee does not stop play, hold position 
until he responds, until the attack is stopped or until the ball goes out of play. 

Instruct your assistant referees before the game so they know exactly where to be for 
all situations. 
Keep some energy in reserve for quick breaking situations – good anticipation and 
reading of the game helps here. 

If a foul occurs near you, raise the flag above your head, shaking it slightly. If the 
referee does not respond, unless the foul is serious, hold signal for 3 to 5 seconds 
and then lower the flag. Learn the recommended mechanics and positioning and modify to suit the type of 

game, age and skill of players. If your opposite assistant referee raises the flag and the referee is looking at you, 
raise your flag, and after whistle, point flag at th other assistant referee. 

ASSISTANT REFEREE (GENERAL): For substitutions (if free substitution is in force) hold flag above your head at arm’s 
length. Assist, not insist. Do not expect the referee to always agree with you. If you are 

overrules, support the referee’s decision. When not signaling, keep flag unfurled at your side on field side of body, always 
toward the referee. 
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