
 

 
 

 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Return to Play Roundtable - Complying with Local Health 
Guidance                                                   
9-10 AM 
MODERATOR: DAN HOWALD 

Description: 

Trying to figure out how to get your Spring season up and running in an environment 

where local health guidance is a moving target?  Come hear from your peers who ran 

programs and the Fall and how they navigated the unprecedented challenges they faced to 

put on a program that players enjoyed and families felt good about.   

Who it’s intended for:  

 If your Region hasn’t been on the field playing since the pandemic began, this session is for 

you.  If you have run programs but are looking for more or better ideas on how to handle 

health guidance challenges, this will be worthwhile for you as well! 
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Discussion with Freya Coombe - Head Coach of Sky Blue FC                                                    
9-10 AM 
MODERATOR: DAVID KILPATRICK 

Description:  

Freya Coombe, Head Coach of Sky Blue FC - the only National Women’s Soccer League club 

in AYSO’s Section 3 – will discuss her pathway as a player and coach, from growing up in 

Buckinghamshire, England to her current position as the only female head coach in the 

world’s best women’s professional soccer league. 

Who it’s intended for:  

Coaches and also administrators interested in engaging more girls and women in our 

programs are most welcome. 

 

Recruiting Volunteers - Misery Loves Company                                                   
9-10 AM 
INSTRUCTOR: BILL ODENDAHL 

Description: 

Course description coming soon...but the title kind of says it all. 

.   

Who it’s intended for:  

Region volunteers looking to help recruit other parents to help with all the things Regions 

need help with so the kids can play.  
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Annual Referee Update                                             
9-10 AM 
INSTRUCTOR: ED KOBOS 

Description: 

Every year, the IFAB meets to make modifications to the way the Laws are interpreted. This 

workshop will outline the changes made this year to the Laws affecting the way  AYSO 

games are officiated. Every Referee at every level is encouraged to attend. 

Who it’s intended for:  

All Referees (Coaches are also most welcome) 

 

VIP - Soccer for Special Needs Players                                                 
10:30-11:30 AM 
INSTRUCTOR: PETER VAN DER HEIJDEN 

Description: 

How to run a Very Important Player (VIP) Program, for children and adults, with physical or 

mental disabilities, to play soccer.   

Who it’s intended for:  

If your Region is looking for growth, or wants to expand “Everyone Plays”, then check out 

this workshop. 
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Return to Play Roundtable - Heroes Forum                                                   
10:30 -11:30 AM 
MODERATOR: DAN HOWALD 

Description: 

Come chat with a group of AYSO “Restart Heros” - your fellow volunteers who got kids out 

on the field for soccer, safely, in the midst of the pandemic and in an environment where 

things had to be done differently.  Hear stories of program creativity and commitment to 

the kids that will inspire and give you ideas for your own programs.  Bring your questions!  

Who it’s intended for:  

 If your Region hasn’t been on the field playing since the pandemic began, this session is for 

you.  If you have run programs but are looking for more or better ideas on how to adapt 

your offering in these unusual times, this will be worthwhile for you as well! 

 

Soccer Starts at Home                                                   
10:30 -11:30 AM 
TOM BYER, HOSTED BY DAVID KILPATRICK 

Description: 

Even though Tom Byer has been coaching soccer with children for over two decades, it 

wasn't until he had two children of his own that he understood he'd been missing 

something. And he realized that it wasn't just him, but the football world in general that 

was ignoring the sport's youngest age bracket. You can teach very young children the skills 

required to be a soccer player in a fun and self-motivating way - and anybody can do it. You 

don't need to be a professional coach; you just need to be a parent. With “Soccer Starts at 

Home,” Tom Byer will discuss his coaching pathway and explain his philosophy of player 

development. If you think there's nothing new to be learned in the sport, think again. 
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Who it’s intended for:  

Coaches and those interested in starting or improving their AYSO Playground and 

Schoolyard Programs. 

 

Tactical Thinking For Referees                                                 
10:30 -11:30 AM 
INSTRUCTOR:  JIM MANWELL 

Description: 

Ken Aston once said that “Refereeing is Thinking”. This workshop will help all referees to 

mentally prepare to officiate a game by showing them how to anticipate play and read the 

game. 

Who it’s intended for:  

All Referees 

 

Lunch With AYSO National President Michael Karon                                           
12:00 - 1:00 PM 
MICHAEL KARON 

Description: 

Come enjoy a virtual lunch with  AYSO’s National President.    Michael Karon will share a 

few timely and topical thoughts with our volunteers and host an open forum Q&A for all. 

Who it’s intended for:  

All AYSO Volunteers who would like to hear from and talk with a fellow AYSO volunteer - 

the AYSO President.  
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Family Of Games:  All For One And One For All  
with Owen Mooney, Learning & Games Dev. Coordinator for Dublin GAA                                                   
1:00 -2:00 PM 
OWEN MOONEY, HOSTED BY DAVID KILPATRICK 

Description: 

It is vitally important that we as adults allow each child to have the freedom to express 

themselves when it comes to their learning and development because learning is FUN. 

Children need to be treated like children and by facilitating a child’s imagination and 

creativity we are opening up a whole new learning experience for ourselves as coaches, as 

well as the children. During this interactive webinar Owen will be using his practical 

experiences of working with children, youths, and adults to show how coaches can and 

should trust children for their own learning and development. He will incorporate the 

Family of Games and show how these can be used to plan, challenge, and develop all 

children, as well as youths and adults during coaching sessions. 

Who it’s intended for:  

All Coaches and interested Administrators 

 

Refereeing In The Time Of Covid                                             
1:00 - 2:00 PM 
INSTRUCTOR: BILL ODENDAHL 

Description: 

While we hope this workshop will become obsolete in the very near future, there are 

currently procedures in place to assure our games are played in the safest manner 
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possible during COVID-19. This workshop will outline what responsibilities each official  has 

to keep our children safe while giving them a fair and fun experience. 

Who it’s intended for:  

All Referees 

 

Return to Play Roundtable - Region Organization & Training 
Activities        
1:00 - 2:00PM  
MODERATOR: DAN HOWALD 

Description: 

Let’s face it, soccer wasn’t meant to be played with distance requirements.  How do you run 

a soccer program where there seem to be so many restrictions?  How do players react to 

new training protocols?  Come hear from your peers who ran programs and the Fall and 

how they solved these challenges and delivered soccer enjoyment to players and parents.   

Who it’s intended for:  

 If your Region hasn’t been on the field playing since the pandemic began, this session is for 

you.  If you have run programs but are looking for more or better ideas on how to handle 

training activity and game play challenges, this will be worthwhile for you as well! 
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Assistant Referee Clinic                                            
2:30 - 3:30 PM 
INSTRUCTOR: PETER GOLDBERGER 

Description: 

This workshop will briefly teach the basics of being an Assistant Referee. Attendees will 

learn the duties of an AR and his/her interaction with the Center Referee. We will  go over 

how to determine Offside and the mechanics of signaling during a game. 

Who it’s intended for:  

All Referees AND All Coaches and Parents (so you know why some calls are made and 

others are not) 

 

Enriching Children’s Lives:  Social & Emotional Learning                                           
2:30 - 3:30 PM 
INSTRUCTOR: SCOTT SNYDER 

Description: 

To truly enrich children’s lives, we must go beyond soccer’s technical, physical and tactical 
aspects, and provide a more holistic experience, creating environments that are rich in life 
skills. An introduction to coaching social and emotional learning within our sessions. 

Who it’s intended for:  

All forward-thinking coaches who want to maximize their own development while truly 

enriching their players’ lives. 
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Marketing Your Program in the “New Normal”
2:30 - 3:30 PM 
INSTRUCTOR: YVONNE LARA 

Description: 

The landscape of youth soccer post-COVID will be changed for the foreseeable future. What 
does that mean for your programs moving forward? In this session, we will discuss how 
you talk about your AYSO program menu in the “New Normal'' to different audiences.  
Come learn what adjustments you need to make to build upon the relationships you have 
in the community as families and volunteers re-engage with AYSO. You’ll leave this 
workshop fortified with information, techniques, tips and tactics to help promote your 
AYSO program Menu in your community in this new environment.  

Who it’s intended for: 

RCs, Assistant RCs, Marketing Coordinators, Fundraising Coordinators, Sponsorship 

Coordinators, and any Region volunteers involved in promoting Registration  

Alternative Play Soccer Environments 
“Just what the Doctor ordered.”  
4:00 - 5:00 PM 
INSTRUCTOR: SCOTT SNYDER 

Description: 

Has the game become too mechanistic? Too organized? Too structured? And at the 

expense of the players? This session presents a foundation and suggestions for a more 

organic playing environment. 

Who it’s intended for: 
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All volunteers who are interested in the “big picture” of youth soccer. Are we adding 

players? Improving their talents? Genuinely improving the game in the USA? Is there an 

alternative? Let’s discuss! 

What Would You Do?
4:00 - 5:00 PM 
INSTRUCTOR: MICHAEL TITOWSKI 

Description: 

Through a series of scenarios and interactive discussions, this workshop will explore the 

way Referees can handle game events differently based on players’ age, skill level and 

gender. 

Who it’s intended for:  

All Referees (Coaches are most welcome) 

Offside Review
4:00 - 5:00 PM 
INSTRUCTOR: GREGG SOLOMON 

Description: 

Offside is one of the shortest Laws of the Game and, probably, the most misunderstood. 

This workshop will delve into nuances of Law 11 and explain why and when Offside 

offenses should or should not be called. 

Who it’s intended for: 

All Referees and Coaches. Parents are also invited to attend so they can understand what 

constitutes Offside 
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Social & Digital Marketing for Your AYSO Program
4:00 - 5:00 PM 
INSTRUCTOR: YVONNE LARA 

Description: 

Social and digital marketing are a vital part of marketing your program, product and 
organization, but how do you choose the right mix. This session is for those that 
understand the basics, but want to know how to design and implement multi-channel and 
multi-platform marketing and communications strategy? In this session, we will discuss the 
best platforms to use as you build and strategize your content for the most effective 
campaign. We will also further explore how social media can play a pivotal role in your 
Region’s branding.  

Who it’s intended for: 

RCs, Assistant RCs, Marketing Coordinators, Fundraising Coordinators, Sponsorship 

Coordinators, and any Region volunteers involved in promoting Registration. 
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