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 The ugly side of youth sports shows itself from time to time. Win-at-all-
costs coaches and parents can put a strain on leagues and negatively impact the 
experience for children. When sidelines get ugly, it goes against everything that 
many of us stand for in youth sports; and takes time and energy to re-route and get 
people back on the right track. It can be especially exhausting towards the end of 
the season when teams, players, coaches, and volunteers are just worn out. It should 
end on a high note. Finish strong folks.
 The kids and adults who stand up for what is right, even in the face of adversity. 
The ones who hold children appropriately accountable and the coaches who see 
mistakes as growth opportunities are those by whom we should want our children 
coached. See past the trophy. See past a win. Let’s all give thanks 
for the great fun, physical fitness and lifelong relationships this 
sport can offer.
 There is so much going on around the holidays; parties, end of 
semester school activities, sports seasons ending. It’s a hectic time, 
and that is not even the holidays themselves. Holidays are joyful. 
Sports are joyful. Be thankful for the joys this time of year can 
bring and let’s all have some fun!
 It is quite easy to thank a coach or teacher. They are in our 
frame of vision; we are used to communicating with them, and 
there are often appreciation days for these important people. This 
holiday period, I want you to think about the team behind the 
person! The coach’s spouse who sacrifices so much when Coach 
is out late or dealing with a team issue. The Teacher’s partner 
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who watches grading papers and preparing lesson plans well 
into the night. The league administrators who jump out of bed 
at crazy hours to check if a field is playable on the weekends or 
drive a uniform across town for a player to be able to compete. 
The children who don’t get to spend as much time with their own 
parents because they are coaching, teaching or involved in other 
volunteer activities to help support the community. There are so 
many examples every week that showcase the support system our 
coaches and teachers need to be successful.

 Being part of a community takes all of us. Some work out in 
the open, and some “behind the curtain”. Our schools, youth sports 
leagues, city and county programs all require countless hours of work 
to keep things moving and supporting the community we all serve. 
This holiday season, let’s be thankful for everyone. Thank the coach, 
the teacher and volunteer… but also thank the team behind the 
team!
 I want to thank everyone at Rush Union Soccer for all they 
do, and especially the team I have behind me. I am only successful 
because the people closest to me make it possible. Thank you!
 RU Ready for the Holidays? Check out our winter programs 
and visit our website for more info. Go Rush!


