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PURPOSE

These rules are established for the Majors Baseball Divisions of University East Li7le League. 
The purpose of these rules is to establish regulaIons by which all parIcipants can have a 
structured, enjoyable experience. This includes rules that assist with equitable playing Ime 
and ulImately increasing the skill level of all players. The current Li7le League baseball 
rulebook shall govern all play, except for local rule modificaIons as outlined below. 

GAME MANAGEMENT

1. Games consist of 6 innings of play.  A game becomes official once 4 innings have bee 
completed in accordance with Li7le League Rule 4.10. 

2. MERCY RULE:  Per Li7le League Rule 4.10(e), a game will be ruled over a[er 4 official  
innings when one team is ahead by 10 runs or more. 

3. GAME TIME LIMITS:  There is no Ime limit. 
a) The umpire will announce the game start Ime prior to the first at bat and will be the 

official Imekeeper. 
b) The official scorekeeper shall note the game start Ime in the scorebook. 
c) In the case of game stoppage for any reason, the game clock is not stopped.  
d) A new inning shall be considered underway immediately upon the last out or last 

ba7er of the previous inning.  Once an inning is started it will be played to 
compleIon.  

e) A new inning shall not be started a[er the Ime limit has expired, except in the event 
of a Ie.  

f) If a game is Ied a[er 6 innings and the Ime limit has not been reached, extra innings 
will be played.  If a game is sIll Ied a[er the Ime limit expires, one addiIonal inning 
shall be played. If no winner is determined, then the game will be final and recorded 
as a Ie. 

4. WEATHER CANCELLATIONS: The Division Commissioner will noIfy head coaches at least 
30 minutes prior to game Ime of cancellaIon due to weather. CancellaIons due to 
weather within 30 minutes of game Ime shall be called at the field of play. The league 
will reschedule cancelled games for the earliest available date. 

5. LIGHTNING RULE: The league approved Lightning Monitor (typically Division 
Commissioner / Designee / Head Coach) will make use of the Li7le League WeatherBug 
ApplicaIon to effecIvely idenIfy thunderstorms that are 6-10 miles away and lighIng 
situaIons requiring acIon.   Other criteria that should be used to halt acIviIes include: if 
lightning is observed, if thunder is heard, or if Ime between lightning and corresponding 
thunder is less than 30 seconds (indicates storm is 6 miles or less away).  When the 
LighIng Monitor idenIfies a need to take acIon during a game, he or she will 
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communicate with the umpires, coaches, players and fans to temporarily suspend play 
and inform all  o seek a safe place (defined as a hard-topped vehicle or a substanIal 
building; safe areas DO NOT include dugouts, bleachers, or anywhere on the field). 
Coaches must wait 30 minutes a[er the last visible lightning before allowing play to 
resume. 

6. Home teams must provide one official scorer and one official scoreboard operator (if field 
is equipped with a scoreboard). 

7. The home team scorekeeper maintains the official game record.  To avoid discrepancies, 
it is recommended that both team’s scorekeepers/pitch-counters sit together to reconcile 
any discrepancies a[er each half inning. 

8. Coaches should coordinate player lineups in advance between to ensure timely changeover 
innings. 

9. A maximum of four (4) adult coaches shall be allowed in the dugout.  The bahng team is 
allowed two coaches on the field during the game to coach first and third base. The 
fielding team is allowed one coach on the field directly in front of the dugout. One coach, 
or an approved league volunteer, must be in the dugout at all Imes.  Coaches are not 
allowed in fair territory, nor allowed to engage umpires unIl the play is dead and Ime is 
called by the umpire. 

10. Parents and spectators are not allowed on the field unless invited to help prepare the 
field for play or to help an injured player.  All parents and spectators are asked to remain 
outside the ball field fences and not sit or stand behind the back stop or behind the dug 
out fences. 

11. All parIcipants are responsible for cleaning up trash in their respecIve dugout and their 
side of the field a[er each game. 

12. No jewelry is to be worn by any player.  Pitchers are prohibited from wearing sweat 
bands and white or grey long sleeved sweatshirts. 

13. Unsportsmanlike conduct by players, coaches or fans will not be tolerated. Any 
parIcipant throwing equipment in anger will be warned for the first occurrence. 
AddiIonal instances will result in the parIcipant being ejected from the game. 

14. Any parIcipant  ejected from the game must leave the property.  Any player or coach 
ejected from a game will also be suspended and not allowed to parIcipate in their next 
game.  AddiIonally, any coach ejected from the game must have approval from the 
University East Li7le League Board of Directors, including the Division Commissioner, 
prior to resuming coaching duIes. 

15. Following each game, the home team head coach must email the final score of the game 
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to the Division Commissioner and copy the away team head coach.  The email should 
include all pitchers used and the pitch counts for both teams.  This informaIon should be 
submi7ed no later than noon the day a[er the game is completed. 

BATTING

16. ALL BATS MUST BE LITTLE LEAGUE APPROVED. Bats may not be longer than 33 inches or 
greater than 2 ¼ inches in diameter.  It is the responsibility of the head coach to ensure 
the proper equipment is on the field at all Imes.  A ba7er discovered to be using a non-
approved bat, for even one pitch, will be called out for that at bat. Subsequent violaIons 
of this rule will result in the ejecIons of the player and the player’s head coach from the 
game. 

17. ON DECK BATTERS ARE NOT ALLOWED. It is the responsibility of the coaches to keep  
players in the dugout unIl the play is completed for the previous hi7er. PracIce swings 
are not allowed unIl a ba7er reaches the plate. 

18. Players shall get one warning for slinging the bat. Any subsequent infracIons called by 
the umpire shall be ruled a dead ball, the ba7ers shall be ruled out and all runners will 
return to their original base. An out shall be recorded in the scorebook. 

19. A ba7er is called out when a foul Ip is caught by the catcher for strike three. 

20. BATTING OUT OF TURN:  Per Li7le League Rule 6.07, on appeal and before the first pitch 
is thrown to the next ba7er, a ba7er shall be called out when failing to bat in his/her 
proper turn and another ba7er completes a Ime at bat in place of the proper ba7er. 
Li7le League Rule 6.07 provides full details and is intended to be the official ruling. 

BASE RUNNING
21. A two out courtesy pinch runner is allowed for the next inning’s catcher. The pinch 

runner shall be the player who made the previous out. 

22. When a fielder has possession of the ball on the pitching mound, base runners may not 
advance unless they are more than halfway to the next base. 

23. BASE STEALING:  Base stealing is allowed in accordance with Li7le League Rule 7.13. 

a) BASE RUNNERS CANNOT LEAVE THE OCCUPIED BASE UNTIL THE BALL HAS CROSSED 
THE PLATE. If the base runner leaves early and is thrown out, the play stands.  If the 
base runner leaves early and is not put out, the runner must return to the original 
base occupied. In addiIon, when the pitcher is on mound, the runner must be on 
their occupied base.  

b) LEADING OFF BASE BEFORE THE BALL CROSSES HOME PLATE IS NOT ALLOWED. 
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c) NO HEAD FIRST SLIDING!  Per Li7le League Rule 7.08(a)(4), any base runner who 
slides head first while advancing shall be called out. 

24. Any runner is out when the runner does not slide or a7empt to get around a fielder who 
has the ball and is waiIng to make the tag (reference LL Rule 7.08).  Any runner 
deliberately crashing into or throwing a block on a fielder is automaIcally out and will be 
ejected from the game.  

25. UNCAUGHT THIRD STRIKE RULE:  The ba7er becomes a runner when the third strike called 
by an umpire is not caught, providing (1) first base is unoccupied or (2) first base is occupied with 
two out. An uncaught third strike does not result in a dead ball or stopped play. 

FIELDING

26. MINIMUM NUMBER OF FIELDERS: A team may play with 7 fielders, or borrow defensive 
players from the opposing team each inning. A 5 minute grace period for the specific 
purpose of the arrival of a final player will be permi7ed. 

27. DEFENSIVE PLAYING TIME:  All players must play two innings in the field by the fourth 
inning and should play a minimum of four innings in the field in a six inning game. No 
player may sit out defensively consecuIve innings unless it is for disciplinary reasons. No 
player may sit defensively twice before another player sits.  Failure of the head coach to 
provide all players the minimum defensive playing Ime shall result in the forfeiture of 
that game. 

28. Free subsItuIon of players is allowed throughout the game except for the pitcher 
posiIon.  Once a pitcher is removed from pitching, that player cannot 
reenter the game as a pitcher but may play any other posiIon. 

29. OBSTRUCTION – ObstrucIon is the act of a fielder who, while not in possession of the 
ball, impedes the progress of any runner.  ObstrucIon shall be called on a defensive 
player who blocks off a base, base line or home plate from a base runner while not in 
possession of the ball. Li7le League Rule 7.06 provides full details and is intended to be 
the official ruling. 

PITCHING

UNIVERSITY EAST LITTLE LEAGUE IS COMMITTED TO THE SAFETY OF ALL PLAYERS. 
WILLFUL VIOLATION OF ANY LITTLE LEAGUE PITCHING RULES, AT THE DISCRETION OF 
THE DIVISION COMMISSIONER, MAY RESULT IN A WARNING OR SUSPENSION OF THE 
HEAD COACH FOR THE NEXT GAME. ANY COACH SUSPENDED FROM A MUST OBTAIN 
APPROVAL FROM THE LEAGUE PRESIDENT PRIOR TO RESUMING AS A LEAGUE 
VOLUNTEER. ANY SUBSEQUENT VIOLATIONS MAY RESULT IN THE PERMANENT 
SUSPENSION OF THE COACH. 
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30. Li7le League regular season pitching rules for baseball (RegulaIon VI, Pitchers) must be 
adhered to. 

31. Any player on a regular season team may pitch.  There is no limit to the number of 
pitchers a team may use in a game. 

32. A pitcher once removed from the mound cannot return as a pitcher. 

33. PITCH LIMIT  
The manager must remove the pitcher when said pitcher reaches the limit for his/her age 
group as noted below, but the pitcher may remain in the game at another posiIon:  

 
 

34. MONITORING PITCH COUNTS: 
Each scorekeeper must monitor and record their players pitch counts in their game pitch log. 
Each team is responsible for maintaining a pitcher eligibility tracking form in their scorebook 
for each game. 
If necessary, pitch counts will be reconciled by pitch counters between each inning. 

35. A pitcher who delivers 41 or more pitches in a game cannot play the posiIon of catcher 
for the remainder of that day. 

36. PITCHER REST REQUIREMENTS. Pitchers league age 14 and under must adhere to the 
following rest requirements. A calendar day is one full day as it is seen on a calendar, 
beginning at midnight the day a player pitches and ending at midnight the following 
evening. 
 

League Age pitches per day

11 -12 85

 9-10 75

7-8 50

NUMBER OF PITCHES IN A DAY MANDATORY DAYS OF REST

66 + 4
51-65 3
36-50 2
21-35 1
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37. COACH TRIPS TO THE MOUND will be governed by Li7le League Rule 8.0A coach may visit 
a pitcher two Imes in an inning.  On a third trip in that inning, the pitcher must be 
removed.  A total of four visits to a single pitcher, regardless of innings pitched, requires 
the pitcher to be removed. 

38. A pitcher must be removed if he hits three ba7ers in the same inning or four total ba7ers 
during a game. 

39. THERE ARE NO BALKS. The penalty for an illegal pitch shall be a ball is called even if the 
pitch is not actually thrown.  Reference Li7le League Rule 8.05. 

40. THE INFIELD FLY RULE IS IN EFFECT. The infield fly rule applies only when there are fewer 
than two outs and there is a force play at third base (i.e., when there are runners at first 
and second base, or the bases are loaded). In these situaIons, if a fair fly ball is in play, 
and in the umpire's judgment it is catchable by an infielder with ordinary effort, the 
umpire shall call "infield fly, ba7er's out" and the ba7er will be out regardless of whether 
the ball is actually caught in flight. Umpires typically raise the right arm straight up, index 
finger poinIng up, to signal the rule is in effect. 

a) If "infield fly" is called and the fly ball is caught, it is treated exactly as an ordinary 
fly ball; the ba7er is out, there is no force, and the runners must tag up. On the 
other hand, if "infield fly" is called and the ball lands fair without being caught, the 
ba7er is sIll out, and there is sIll no force, but the runners are not required to tag 
up. In either case, the ball is live, and base runners may advance on the play, at 
their own  peril.  

b) An infield fly may be declared by any umpire on the field.

0-20 0

NUMBER OF PITCHES IN A DAY MANDATORY DAYS OF REST


