
 
 
SOUTH GATE AZTECS RETURN TO… 
ORANGE COUNTY JUNIOR ALL AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
On March 29, 2021, the Board of South Gate Youth Football & Cheer made a 
unanimous decision to leave OEC-Pop Warner after 3 years participation in their 
programs. Our primary reason for leaving OEC/Pop Warner was due to our 
inability to field a 10U, un-weighted football team (players ages: 9-10). Other 
reasons were noted, however, insignificant to the return of our youth organization following the 
quarantine. Fielding a 10U team is essential to the growth of our program now and into the future. 
Once we made the decision to accept the unlimited (un-weighted) team concept, we knew we would 
agree to do the same across all teams. It was important that we provide the opportunity for kids of 
all sizes to join our organization and develop young student-athletes through the unique and effective 
“team” environment that we offer. There would be no other conference in which we could join than 
to return to our home with OCJAAF for which we began and developed our program for 27 years; 
unless we were willing to put the WIN and the unsportsmanlike behavior first above anything else as 
a priority in considering other conferences.  
 
The South Gate Aztecs see this return to OCJAAF as the concept of “going back home.” Although the 
issue of less OCJAAF chapter (city) participation resulting in less teams and cheerleaders remain the 
same and why we left OCJAAF and sought Pop Warner in 2018. It is our belief that our return will be 
a catalyst for other programs to embrace and return to the OCJAAF system and put “sportsmanship” 
above the “lust for glory” as is the environment provided by other conferences. The OCJAAF is and 
shall forever represent KIDS FIRST; the reason we began our program here in South Gate some 32 
years ago.  
 
Our goal this year as we come off of a difficult year of quarantine is to provide an opportunity for as 
many youth to come out and see what youth football and cheerleading is all about during our pre-
season conditioning and training academies (April-June). This is a “no cost” opportunity for student-
athletes to return to physical activity; ages 5-14 to train and condition in a series of physical outdoor 
drills and activities designed to develop physical conditioning, speed, agility, skills building and 
stamina in a safe and protected environment. All of this with the understanding that we are still in 
the midst of a pandemic and there are rules we must follow to ensure we secure a safe environment 
for our children.  
 
As we make our return to OCJAAF, this would not have been possible without the support of our 
head coaches going into 2021. We all understand that although there may be fewer teams, we will 
persevere and ensure we have a successful football and cheer program. This is the beginning of a 
regeneration of OCJAAF and we are proud to return and be part of this process.  
 
Thank you for your continued support in our programs as we move forward in 2021…it 
feels great to be back and to return our children back onto the field of youth football and 
cheer competition!  
 
 
 

KIDS FIRST! 
The Board of Directors 
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